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MEET THE TEAM 


Mike Weedon 
a assistant editor 

had a couple of 
i semi-painful experiences 
with herons, this spring. 

^ Page 14 


Mike Roberts 
production editor 

enjoyed watching the 
wonderful Ospreys on 
a recent visit to Rutland 
Water, near his home 


OUR CONTRIBUTORS 

Bird guide Ian Parsons 
highlights the fascinating 
past of the Little Egret, 
a beautiful bird which 
deserves more than a 
cursory glance. Page 20 

James Lowen reveals 
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when Ked-necked 
Phalaropes were tracked 
to their winter breeding 
grounds. Page 36 

Renowned bird author 

Dominic Couzens 

discovers the 
complicated love life of 
the elusive Wood 
Warbler on page 65 


The Urban Birder 
David Lindo enjoys 
some Spanish sun and 
great birding when he 
heads to the city of 
_L Valencia on page 86 
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Bearded Tit 


arlier this year, I was at the 
RSPB’s Ouse Fen reserve near 
Huntingdon, a site which 
already attracts a great 
variety and number of birds, 
but which will, as you’ll find out in 
James Lowen’s feature on page 28, just 
keep getting better. James looks at it 
and two other fine wetland sites, and 
discovers how careful but innovative management is 
restoring this most vital of habitats. 

One of the species I saw there was the Little Egret, a 
bird it’s easy to become a bit blase about, these days. On 
page 20, Ian Parsons explains why we shouldn’t - it’s a 
glimpse of the exotic we can all enjoy. And talking of 
exotic, who would have guessed that Red-necked 
Phalaropes from Shetland would winter in the equatorial 
Pacific? Read the story of their truly extraordinary 
migration on page 36. 

So, as we reach the ‘summer lull’, 
here’s a secret - there is no lull! 

Great birdwatching is waiting there 
for you - go out and enjoy itl 


THE BIG QUESTION 


FAVOURITE WETLAND 


RESERVE? 


Matt Merritt: Rutland Water 
- loads of variety all through 
the year, and it s nice and close! 


^SUBSCRIBE 


TO BIRD 
„ WATCHING 
,i FOR ONLY 

ft £3.90 A 
* MONTH 

-PAGE 18. 


Mike Weedon: The jewel of 
the Peterborough area is the 
RSPB managed Nene Washes 


Matt Merritt, editor 
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BIRD OF THE MONTH 


GOLDFINCH 

The pretty, little Goldfinch is so brightly and 
exotically patterned that it seems almost wrong 
that it is a British bird. In fact, it is our third most 
common finch (in terms of nesting pairs), behind 
the Chaffinch and the Greenfinch; with some 1.2 
million pairs across the UK. So exquisite is the 
plumage, so delightful the song, that they used to 
be trapped as cage birds, causing major declines in 
their population in the 19th Century. These days, 
though, despite declines caused by exceptionally 
cold winters and widespread herbicide use, they are 
doing remarkably well; and are familiar birds across 
most of the country. 

In late summer into autumn, the population is 
boosted by juveniles, which roam around in mixed 
feeding groups with their parents at this time of 
year. These youngsters have similar gold flashes in 
the black wings to the adults, but are otherwise 
largely dull, buffy brown. 

Goldfinches have fine bills for prising out tiny 
seeds of thistles, Teasels and so on. So, expect 
parties in rough wasteland’ ands similar areas, 
where there are plenty of weeds’ gone to seed. 




DID YOU 
/ KNOW? 

Male and female Goldfinches 
look very similar, with just 
subtle plumage differences 
1 Their bills are also slightly 
different in shape 
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FIVE TO FIND IN AUGUST 


August is considered the 
archetypal summer month. 
But for birdwatchers (and 
indeed birds), it is really 
autumn. For many birds, the 
great journey south has 
begun. You may encounter a 
mix of youngsters and adults 
on the move, this month. 

Try these five. 



twitter.com/BirdWatchingMag 



facebook.com/BirdWatchingMag 


RARITY RATINGS 

Common, widely distributed 
Localised - always a treat 
^ Very scarce or rare 


> 

> 



1 GREAT SHEARWATER 


Large (for a shearwater; though smaller than Cory’s!), the 
Great Shearwater is a stiff-winged, elegant and majestic 
seabird. It is unusual among our birds to breed in the 
Southern Hemisphere (South Atlantic islands such as 
Tristan da Cunha) and to migrate to the Northern 
Hemisphere when not breeding. It is then (in our 
summer) that they are found in the North 
Atlantic, including off the UK coast, 
particularly in the waters off the south-west 
of England and Scilly. 





DID YOU 
KNOW? 

Though once a 
common breeder, 
nowadays, there are 
usually fewer than 300 
Wrynecks seen each 
year in the UK 


WRYNECK 


Once upon a time (say 150 years ago), the Wryneck 
was so common that it had a familiar name, the 
Cuckoo’s Mate (as it arrives in spring at about the 
same time). It was even, apparently, the commonest 
woodpecker in some areas. For a woodpecker is 
what this cryptically marked curiosity is! Sadly, it 
has now become just about extinct as a breeding 
bird in the country, with nearly all birds seen on 
passage in spring and particularly in autumn (which 
starts in the summer in the bird world!). Most are 
seen at coastal migration hotspots’, but Wrynecks 
can and do turn up inland. 


Z31 
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3 GREY PARTRIDGE 4rJk 


5 LINNET 

With a UK breeding population of 
430,000 pairs, the underrated little 
Linnet is our fourth commonest finch 
(behind, Chaffinch, Greenfinch and 
Goldfinch). Only males have pink 
foreheads and breasts. Females are 
rather plain and nondescript, hence 
their frequent appearance in our 
Q&A section. Look (and listen) for 
them just about anywhere in the 
open countryside. 


WHEATEAR 

August sees the start of return passage 
of Wheatears. Plumage-wise, don’t 
expect autumn Wheatears to look like 
spring Wheatears, however (apart from 
the white rump and tail pattern). For 
instance, after moulting, the fresh 
plumage masks the underlying 
blueish-grey upperparts and black 
wings of the male (which are only 
revealed by wear of the buff feather 
tips). So, Wheatears look brown and 
buff, with buff-fringed wings. 


> Jr* i 


Our only native partridge (Red-legged Partridges are an introduced species) is a lovely bird, but 
numbers have crashed appallingly in recent decades. Now there are fewer than 50,000 breeding 
territories, mostly in the eastern half of the country. Males have orange faces and largely grey 
bodies, with brown vertical flank stripes. Females are duller. Grey Partridges tend to be less 
conspicuous than Red-leggeds and are more reluctant to fly, preferring to walk or run off to cover. 
Listen for the rasping ‘kiirrrrickl’ call as the sun sets or rises. 



RARITY 

PREDICTOR 


Each month, we take a free hit of a guess at 
what very rare birds may occur in the U K 
during the given month. Like these three... 





AMERICAN BLACK TERN 

There have been fewer than 10 accepted 
records of this New World subspecies of Black 
Tern. Part of the reason for this is the 
distinctions can be subtle: juveniles show 
smudgier flanks and duskier underwings, 
darker rump, whiter forehead, larger breast 
marks etc than the European birds. 



RED-BILLED TROPICBIRD 


Another bird with fewer than 10 (in fact only 
five) accepted British records, the Red-billed 
Tropicbird is a ridiculously rare bird in UK 
waters. In fact, three of the five records have 
been from boats at sea. The most recent two 
records, though, were of birds seen from land 
(both during Cornwall seawatches) and both 
during August. 



SPANISH SPARROW 

Of the 10 accepted records of Spanish 
Sparrow, the last was in 2012, a male (as all of 
them are), which was at Landguard, Suffolk, 
from 24 August to 14 September. 
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TRACKS & SIGNS 


Buzzard feathers 

As our most common bird of prey, Buzzard 
feathers are among the most frequently found 
raptor feathers in the countryside. The flight 
feathers (most primaries and secondaries) are 
quite large, broad and barred brown and white 
with broader dark tips, and paler at the base. 




WHAT’S IN A NAME? 


Crane 


No, the birds are not named 
after the big metal structures; 
it is the other way round! The 
Crane takes its name (which is 
pretty ancient, being cran in 
Old English), from even earlier 
terms which translate as ‘to cry 
hoarsely’. This seems a bit harsh 
on the Crane, which has a rather 
pleasant bugling call and even a 
sort of deep, clipped purring call in 
flight. Perhaps the original ‘hoarse 
cry’ was the squawking ‘frank’ of 
a Grey Heron, a bird which has 
been mistaken for a crane for many 
hundreds of years! 


FIELDCRAFT 



Look up when 
birds look up 

We have pointed out many times that 
birds can be excellent birdwatchers. 

For instance, they are able to readily 
distinguish a fly-by falcon from a fly-by 
pigeon, despite the apparently similar 
flight profile and style. Alarm calls give 
away their precise ID skills. 

Sometimes, even without calling, you 
can tell that something interesting or 
‘dangerous’ is passing overhead. Birds 
often tilt their heads sideways to get a 
better look at a fly-over raptor or indeed 
anything unusual overhead. If you see 
a bird look-up, then do as Urban Birder 
David Lindo would do, and look up, too! 



AUGUST 

WARBLER 



Length in cm of 
the longest 
Barred Warbler, 
itself the longest of all the 
Sylvia warblers 



74,000 


Number of breeding pairs of 
Lesser Whitethroat (above) 
in the UK 




Rough average of the 
number of records of 
Icterine Warbler in the U K 
each year 



Length in cm of a small 
Booted Warbler 

HI 


Year that Greenish Warbler 
ceased to be considered as 
a rarity’ by the BBRC 



JUNIORS BILDARCHIV GMBH/ALAMY L TL W GEORGE RESZETER/ALAMY* HUGH HARROP/ALAMY 

















YOURBIRDING MONTH 


3 MORE TO SEE... 



Once upon a time, the three most common leaf warblers were all thought to be the same bird, the ‘Willow Wren'. It was only after 
the observations of Gilbert White in the late 18th Century, that the three birds were properly distinguished. White mainly 
concentrated on song, but even silent birds should be identifiable in the field with modern optics! 





Willow Warbler 

Although undergoing severe 
declines in recent years, the Willow 
Warbler is still our commonest and 
most widely distributed leaf 
warbler, with some 2.4 million pairs 
nesting across nearly the whole 
country. Longer-winged and with a 
more prominent pale supercilium 
(eyebrow), Willow Warblers are 
also pale-legged and are less 
inclined to frequently dip their tails. 
In late summer and autumn, 
juveniles particularly are neat¬ 
looking birds with quite bright 
yellow underparts. 

Chiffchaff 

The breeding population of the 
Chiffchaff is about half the size of 
that of the Willow Warbler and 
slightly more southerly in 
distribution (particularly the 
burgeoning wintering population). 
They migrate shorter distances, as 
reflected in their shorter wings. The 
supercilium is usually less prominent, 
but they have a more notable pale 
broken eye-ring. The tail is almost 
continuously pumped downwards. 
The legs are dark. Juveniles tend to 
be scruffy looking and duller than 
Willow Warblers. 

Wood Warbler 

Easily the scarcest of our breeding 
leaf warblers (only about 6,500 
pairs, mainly in the west of the 
country), the Wood Warbler is also 
the most attractive species. The 
upperparts are a brighter green, 
the underparts a purer white, with a 
lemon throat and bold supercilium. 
And the wings are particularly 
longer, notably longer than Willow 
Warbler wings, even, and reaching 
well down the relatively short tail 
(with deep undertail coverts). 

The legs are pale. Migrant birds 
are scarce; immatures closely 
resemble adults. 


UK TIDES 
AUGUST 

The times below are 
for high tide, when 
waders and wildfowl 
will be pushed closer 
to dry land... 


Find the location closest to 
your destination and add or 
subtract the hours and minutes 
from the high tide time at 
London Bridge, below. 


Date 

Time 

m 

Time 

-m 

Th*0B2 

714 

14:02 

6.97 

F 

0224 

734 

14:50 

710 

Sa 

03:12 

747 

1535 

719 

Su 

03:59 

751 

16:18 

7.21 

M 

04:45 

740 

1702 

714 

Tu 

05:32 

718 

17:46 

6.98 

W D0621 

6.88 

18:35 

6.78 

Th 

07:12 

6.58 

1930 

6.55 

F 

0809 

6.31 

20:32 

6.34 

Sa 

09:11 

6.10 

21:39 

6.19 

Su 

1022 

6.01 

22:52 

6.20 

M 

11:36 

6.15 



Tu 

00:01 

6.40 

12:34 

6.39 

w 

00:57 

6.64 

1321 

6.58 

ThO01:42 

6.80 

14:01 

6.71 

LL 

\g 

0221 

6.88 

14:37 

6.79 

Sa 

02:57 

6.90 

1509 

6.84 

Su 

03:30 

6.88 

15:40 

6.85 

M 

03:59 

6.82 

16:09 

6.82 

Tu 0427 

6.72 

16:37 

6.72 

W 

04:56 

6.56 

1706 

6.58 

Th 

0527 

6.36 

17:41 

6.42 

F a 06:04 

6.14 

1821 

6.25 

Sa 06:48 

5.93 

19:12 

6.07 

Su 07:48 

5.74 

2020 5.93 

M 

09:18 

5.71 

21:56 

6.05 

>7Tu 

10:43 

6.00 23:13 

6.45 

W 11:54 

6.42 



Th 0019 

6.88 

12:54 

6.80 

F *01:17 

7.23 

13:45 

7.06 

Sa 

02:08 

7.45 

14:32 

7.25 


SOUTHWEST 

NORTHWEST 

Weston Super Mare 

Whitehaven (230) 

(+5:05) 

Douglas (-2:44) 

Barnstaple (+430) 

Morecambe(-235) 

Newquay (+532) 

Blackpool (-2:50) 

Falmouth (+530) 
Plymouth (+4:05) 

NORTHEAST 

Torquay (+4:40) 

Skegness (+429) 

Bournemouth 

Grimsby (+4:15) 

(5:09)* 

Bridlington (+2:58) 

Portland (+4:57) 

Whitby (+220) 

St Peter Port 

Hartlepool (+1:59) 

(♦453) 

Blyth (+1:46) 

Swanage (5:19)* 

Berwick (+0:54) 

Portsmouth (2:29) 
Southampton (2:55) 

SCOTLAND 

SOUTHEAST 

Leith (+0:58) 

Dundee (+1:12) 

Ryde (229) 

Aberdeen (-0:18) 

Brighton (2:51) 

Fraserburgh (-128) 

Eastbourne (2:48) 

Lossiemouth (-2:00) 

Dungeness(5:05) 

Wick (-229) 

Dover (2:55) 

Lerwick (-2:50) 

Margate (1:52) 

Stromness(-429) 

Heme Bay (124) 

Scrabster (-5:09) 

Southend on sea (-122) Stornoway (+530) 

Clacton on sea (2:00) 

Ullapool (+536) 

EAST ANGLIA 

Gairloch (+5:16) 

Oban (+4:12) 

Felixstowe Pier (225) 

Greenock (-1:19) 

Aldeburgh (2:55) 

Ayr (-1:44) 

Lowestoft (425) 

Campbeltown 

Cromer (+4:56) 

(-1:12) 

Hunstanton (+4:44) 

Girvan (-1:51) 

WALES 

Kirkcudbright Bay 
(-225) 

Colwyn Bay (2:47) 
Holyhead (528) 

IRELAND 

Barmouth (5:45) 

Londonderry (-532) 

Aberystwyth (6:11) 

Belfast (-2:47) 

Fishguard (+5:44) 

Donegal (+420) 

Swansea (+4:42) 

Milford Haven (+4:57) 

Cardiff (+5:15) 

*Approximate times due to large variance 

between the months neap and spring tides. All 
times are GMT. 
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PICTURES: JAMES LOWEN 


YOUR BIRDING MONTH 


Beyond 

Birdwatching 

Come August, summer is still going full throttle, 

says James Lowen 



MOTH MOUTHFUL 

A common catch in moth traps this month 
- if not the shortest moniker around - is the 
Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing. 
Look at those eyes! 



Sea pink 


Thrift - also known as Sea Pink - 
should still be flowering strongly, 
particularly along stretches of 
western coasts. This rugged plant 
boasts nodding lollipops of 
candy-pink blooms, and thrives in 
what some might consider to be the 
inhospitable conditions of poor 
soils on windswept rocky cliffs or 
barren shingle. 


DRAGONFLY 


New arrival 

Barely 20 years ago, Small 
Red-eyed Damselfly was 
unknown in Britain. After 
colonising Kent - where many 
people first admired it at the 
incongruous location of 
Bluewater shopping centre - 
this dainty insect has rapidly 
spread north and west. It 
favours still waterbodies with 
floating mats of pondweed 
and algae. Markedly smaller 
than the familiar Red-eyed, its 
numbers peak later. 




Aerial hunter 


There are few natural treats greater than spending a summer 
evening on a bat walk - using a detector to help you differentiate the 
echolocatory clicks emanating from these aerial predators. As well 
as catching insects in free flight, Brown Long-eared Bats are expert 
gleaners. Broad wings and tail enable them to fly deftly and slowly 
among trees, picking morsels off bark or foliage. Sometimes they 
even drop to the ground to nab something - although this is a risky 
business as it exposes them to the attention of terrestrial predators 
(which is what may have happened to the individual in the 
photograph). The hunter can, after all, become the hunted. 


GRASSHOPPER 


Stridulations 

Orthoptera - crickets and 
grasshoppers to you and me 
- tend not to really get going 
until late summer. August is 
thus a perfect time to look and 
listen for them. In both moist 
and dry grasslands or 
woodland clearings from Yorkshire southwards, you may encounter Lesser 
Marsh Grasshopper. Its appearance in dry terrain is a new phenomenon - and 
may indicate evolution in its habitat requirements. 




Bibber 


In the 17th Century, a Dutch naturalist 
spotted a moth caterpillar drinking 
water - a behaviour hitherto unknown 
among these insects. In English (as in 
French and German, at least), the 
species has become known as The 
Drinker. Take a look at the adult moth 
and you could be forgiven for thinking 
that it even possesses the bulbous 
‘nose’ of an oenophile. Overall tbi$ is 
a distinctively, and rather amusingly 
shaped moth - and a chunky one, 
at that. A delight whenever 
you spot one loitering in 
your trap. 


BUTTERFLY 


Northern 

delight 

In mythology, Argus was a 
shepherd who had eyes all 
over his head - perfect for 
keeping tabs on an errant 
flock. Several eyed’ 
butterflies - those with 
eye-like spots on their wings, 
evolved to direct predators 
towards superfluous parts of 
the anatomy - have the word 
Argus’ in their name, 
including Scotch Argus. The 
first part of its vernacular 
name is slightly misleading. 
Although most common in 
Scotland, you can also enjoy 
watching this chocolate- 
coated beauty irmorthern 
England. 
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BINOCULARS 
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New horizons for new possibilities. New birds, new species, and new adventures await. 
See it all in vivid, sharp detail with Celestron's newest premium binocular, TrailSeeker ED. It 
starts with all the high performance features from our acclaimed TrailSeeker series, and 
raises the bar with Extra-Low Dispersion (ED) glass. You’ll see the difference with true-to-life 
colours and bright, sharp images free of visual defects like chromatic aberration. 

Make the most of 2019 and step up to Trai(Seeker ED. 

•ED objective lenses 

• Phase and dielectric coated BaK-4 prisms 

• Fully multi-coated optics 

• Nitrogen purged 

• 6.5’ close focus (8x42 model) 

• Rugged yet lightweight water proof magnesium alloy body 

• Available in 8x42 and 10x42 models 




Find out more at celestron.COm 
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PATCH DIARY 




In the spring, Mike was having one or two problems with rare 
herons, close to his Peterborough home 



eep breath. I have a confession to make: 

I am a stringer. Let me clarify. The 
whole sorry episode can be traced back 
to late April and an early morning 
expedition in search of migrating Wood 
Warblers and Pied Flycatchers, close to 
home. It was about half past five in the morning when 
I walked bleary-eyed down the Roman road of King’s 
Street at John Clare’s stomping ground of Lolham Brigs, 
across the main train line and back up to the banks of 
a stretch of the River Welland called the Maxey Cut. 

As I rose to the grassy bank, a Little Egret-sized heron 
flew up and under the rail bridge. It had uniformly pale 
grey wings and a grey tail. I didn’t see its feet, I didn’t 
see its head, and I didn’t see a dark back. I swore. 

Surely, that could only have been a Night Heron? 

It is not so much that I didn’t see enough, or that 
I missed key features. It is more that I wasn’t thinking 
quickly enough, dismissing the alternatives. And I 
expressed self-doubt and hesitated to proclaim my find 
for certain. So, although I still believe I saw a Night 
Heron, I can’t put it on my year list, ‘found’ list, or any 
list (except my ‘one that got away’ list). 

We live in an age of expanding herons. This year, 
near home. I’ve already seen five Cattle Egrets, three 
Great White Egrets and seen/heard perhaps a dozen 
Bitterns. Little Egrets are so common they hardly get 
a second glance. Grey Herons are ‘background birds’. 

And so we come to Sunday 19 May. It is the date that 
would have been my late mother’s 80th birthday. So, 
something special was bound to happen. The previous 
evening, I had year-ticked a calling Quail (a bird I 
always associate with my dear mama) in dense fog. 

And when the early morning came, the fog was even 
denser. At 5.30am, I was at the lovely wood of Bedford 
Purlieus (west of Peterborough), with my friend Hugh 
Wright, trying (again) to find a Wood Warbler (which 
had been heard and seen on Saturday). The fog lifted, 
but the Wood Warbler must 

have gone above it in the night. SOMEONE W A S 

So, Hugh and I went to check STRINGING AND 



some pits north of the city. But 
we soon realised that the fog 
was too dense to see anything. 

Hugh went home, I had a 
snooze in the car, thinking to 

myself that when this fog has gone, it won’t be missed... 

When I awoke, the haze was clearing and I was able 
to bird almost as normal. At 9.45am, I was at the little 
reserve of Maxey-Etton Pits and my post-fog list was 
ticking along nicely. Above a reed-fringed ditch I could 
see a heron coming in to land in a ditch. I lifted my bins 
and realised that it was smaller than a Grey Heron and 
had an orange-brown cast; the bird swung around 
revealing pale brown upper wing coverts and dark 


flight feathers and brownish flanks, then disappeared. 
“Great, a Bittern!”, thought I, and considered walking 
along for a better look at it in the ditch; before realising 
it would be wrong to disturb such a rare bird, possibly 
breeding locally. So I carried on birding, slightly smug 
and pleased with myself. 

The trouble started the next day (20th), when reports 
came from Maxey-Etton pits of a Purple Heron. And not 
just a Purple Heron, but a Purple Heron landing in 
exactly the same bit of ditch as ‘my Bittern’. Surely, this 
was too much of a coincidence. Someone was stringing, 
and it wasn’t going to be me! 

But there were doubts. How well did I see my Bittern? 
Had I not briefly questioned (and dismissed) its wing 
pattern at the time. Was I going mad? My confidence 
(and reputation) was still shaky from the Night Heron 
incident. And now this? 

I needed to resolve the issue. So, I had to spend time 
hanging around waiting for fly-by herons of any ilk on 

that reserve. On 21st, the 
Purple Heron was reported 
again by the original finder. 

On 22 May, I was in the hide at 
Maxey-Etton at 5.10am. 

At 5.45am, a Purple Heron 
flew by and landed alongside 
a ditch, and a few minutes later 
flew along the same ditch and disappeared. It was 
unmistakable and looked nothing like a Bittern! I felt 
exonerated. But when I checked my blurry photos, they 
showed that, as the heron came into land, it flashed 
upper wings just like the bird I had seen on 19th. 

It was the same bird as my ‘Bittern’. 

Forgive me, birders, for I have stringed. 

Still, another tick, and a rare one at that: 

178 for the year! 


IT WASN’T GOING 
TO BE ME! » 


Above 

Purple Heron, 
Maxey-Etton pits, 
Cambs, 22 May 


Mike Weedon 

is an obsessive 
patch lister and 
keen wildlife 
photographer in his 
home city of 
Peterborough, where 
he lives with his wife, 
Jo, and children, 
Jasmine and Eddie. 
You can see his 
photos at weedworld. 
blogspot.com 
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WHAT DO 
YOU THINK? 

Do Eagle Owls occur in 
the UK naturally? 

Email birdwatching 
@bauermedia 
.co.uk 
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Eagle Owl sightings in the UK are always controversial - John Miles makes the 
case for them as native birds 


W ith the 
recent 
publishing 
of The Eagle 
Owl by 

Vincenzo Penteriani and Maria 
Del Mar Delgado, memories 
came flooding back of the pair 
which nested at Gelt Valley in 
Cumbria for two years. 

We already had five species of 
owl nesting in the area, but 
knives were out for the Eagle 
Owl, as some felt all UK 
sightings were of escaped or 
released captive birds. 

The pair bred on the RSPB’s 
Geltsdale reserve, on access 
land. The nest was in a 
hollow in a small rock face, 
with easy access for predators 
like Fox or Badger (even the 
largest owl in the world has 
natural enemies!). 

Eagle Owl bones have been 
found at Bronze Age sites in 
Britain, and other signs that 
they may be a native species 
include words for Eagle Owl in 
Gaelic, and records of mainly 
individuals going back into the 
18th and 19th Centuries. 

Successful breeding was 
recorded in 1985, and a number 


of breeding sites popped up 
around the North Pennines, 
with Yorkshire having 10 
successful years until the birds 
were shot. Lancashire was next, 
with up to three pairs present 
and variable success due to 
disturbance at the nest and 
persecution of adult birds. ‘Our’ 
birds could have come from 
either area, as the Yorkshire site 
produced 23 young, and none of 
our birds showed any tameness 
or signs of being in captivity. 

My first views of both adults 
flying made me remark 
“hopefully, the moor is big 
enough for them” as the 
wingspan of more than 5ft is 
amazing! They were both 
hunting Rabbits, their main 
food here, although they take 
rats when they live closer to 
humans in Europe. 

The RSPB worried that they 
would take birds of prey, as in 
Europe they kill Barn Owl, 
Buzzard, Goshawk and even 
Black Kite. The RSPB were 
trying to encourage Hen 
Harriers to this valley, 
although the only record of an 
Eagle Owl killing a Hen Harrier 
came from Finland. 


At the time, my youngest 
son was living at home, and 
his love for wildlife was 
fuelled by these birds. In 
winter, he found them away 
from the crag, lower down in 
trees - field guides describe 
them as ‘lazy’ hunters, sitting 
and waiting for their prey. 
Checking their pellets showed 
Rabbits to be their main prey, 
with Pheasant also found, and 
only one Red Grouse. 

2009/10 was a winter of 
deep snow, resulting in more 
than 400 Red Grouse opposite 
my house, while the local 
Black Grouse population also 
exploded as birds arrived from 
other moors. A record count 
on the reserve showed 57 Grey 
Hens and 30 Blackcock, 
feeding mainly on Birch buds. 
Rabbits survived, because like 
the Red Grouse, they could dig 
down through the snow to get 
their food, and burrows were 
insulated by the snow. And 
cold temperatures didn’t 
bother the Eagle Owls, with 
both birds calling in -15C 
temperatures on 8 January. 

By 4 March, the RSPB 
confirmed the female was 


sitting on eggs. A chick was 
seen in the nest on 22 April, 
and all went well until 
2 June, when a male 
Short-eared Owl hunted 
around the nest site. It sat on 
a post nearby for 10 minutes, 
before the female Eagle Owl 
flew down and killed it. She 
did not attempt to use it as 
food, so must have been 
protecting her two chicks. 
Such a kill had never been 
recorded before anywhere in 
the bird’s range. 

My son Ewan again found 
the birds the next winter, but 
extreme temperatures with 
no snow caused Rabbit 
numbers to crash, and the 
next most plentiful food was 
Red Grouse. During a Red 
Grouse drive on a nearby 
estate, one of the adults was 
flushed by beaters, and the 
owls were never seen again. 

• To find out more about the 
owls and see video footage of 
one in Yorkshire, you can 
visit a blog written by Robert 
Fuller here: robertefuller. 
com/diary/eagle-owls-are- 
back-in-yorkshire/ 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Curlew lifeline 

Curlews in lowland England have 
received a lifeline after dozens 
of rescued eggs hatched at 
WWT Slimbridge. The chicks 
will eventually be released into 
the Severn Vale. Curlews have 
declined by 60% in the UK in the 
last 30 years, so the WWT, the 
Ministry of Defence and Natural 
England joined forces to save eggs 
from RAF airbases in East Anglia. 
They were then transported to 
Gloucestershire for incubation. 
The chicks will be raised in aviaries 
until they can fly, a process known 
as head-starting. It protects the 
birds during a vulnerable stage. 

RSPB funding 

Thanks to £464,000 of funding 
from Biffa Award, the RSPB is 
taking even more birds under its 
wing on the Ribble Estuary after 
recently purchasing Crossens 
Inner Marsh, a wet grassland 
area adjacent to their existing 
Marshside reserve in Southport. 
The marsh, which is already home 
to over-wintering birds such as 
Wigeons, Pink-footed Geese, 
Black-tailed Godwits and Golden 
Plovers, covers an area about 
the size of 38 football pitches. 
Much of the wider Ribble Estuary 
is managed as England’s third 
largest NNR. It is one of the UK’s 
top 10 most important wetlands. 

Gull research 

Scientists at the University of 
Southampton have shown how 
Herring Gulls skin’ sea creatures 
to make them safe to eat, possibly 
in response to urbanisation and 
changes in food availability. The 
gulls of Dun Laoghaire Marina in 
Ireland have found a novel way of 
disposing of the tightly fixed outer 
layer of sea squirts, filter feeding 
creatures which have an outer 
layer, known as a ‘tunic’, designed 
to give protection from predators. 
The researchers are now keen to 
know if the behaviour of the gulls 
in Dun Laoghaire is happening in 
isolation or whether it represents a 
wider feeding pattern. 



GRUMPyoUDfclRDER 

We can all do our bit to help our wildlife, from 
cutting down on meat consumption to weeding 
without chemicals, says Bo 


S ummer has always started on the same 
day for me... the day the Swifts return. In 
my birding heydays, I’d probably be out 
birding somewhere and suddenly 
become aware of their screaming dives 
across my path vacuuming up the aerial plankton 
just hatched over a reed-fringed lake. Whenever 
I have been asked what my favourite bird is, the 
answer has always been this master of the skies. 

Our Swift may be a monochrome blur, too short 
in the leg and too wide in the gape to be called 
beautiful, but there is simply no more birdy bird 
among the other 10,000 contenders. 

In the several years from fledging to breeding 
they have no need to make landfall. Feeding, 
sleeping and mating on the wing, they are the spirit 
of the air itself. 

When I moved to my current urban home 20 
years ago, we would watch 14 birds weaving patterns 
in the blue above our house. Over the years, they 
have dwindled to half a dozen birds and, this year, 
they are barely a flash across the sky from my study 
window... just one pair left to lift my spirits. 

Surely, my fellow citizens can hear their plaintive 
call for action? The Swifts master the skies, but are 
not masters of their own destiny... that is in our 
hands alone. It is us that wreck their nest sites; we 
are the polluters of their realm and the destroyers of 
their flying food. 

If bees are the insect indicators of climate change 
and land misuse, then surely the Swift is the 
barometer of birds. If Swifts are in trouble, then so is 
the general ecosystem. Forty percent are gone 
already but we have it within our grasp to halt the 
decline and build the road to recovery... it is simply 
a matter of collective will. 

Ordinary people care and are beginning to do 
what we need done by replacing nest sites that have 
been built over or denied these denizens of the air. 
Voluntary effort is terrific but takes time to build, 
so I call for legislation. A simple bill requiring all 



public buildings over a certain height to add nest 
boxes would provide sites overnight... anything 
from a clock tower to the town hall will do. 

But that is just step one... all the nesting 
sites in the world will not fatten up the young or 
feed the parents. So, what is legislation step two? 
For me it’s obvious... require all central and local 
governments to stop using insecticides and 
herbicides. Add up the land in the control of 
government national and local and it’s a huge 
amount of real estate. 

Weed control can be achieved easily without 
chemicals... even if it means taking on an army of 
employees and volunteers to strim or hand weed 
our parks, gardens and other public places, we will 
radically diminish the poison and pollution in our 
cities, towns and villages. 

One step further, could be to ban their use 
anywhere that a public subsidy is applied, whether 
it be the rail network or industrial infrastructure. 

Paying people to control with a hoe rather than 
a chemical cosh takes people off the dole and 
ultimately that puts more money into the public 
purse. What is the point in all this labour saving if 
the labour is not saved but thrown on to the scrap 
heap. We all need to develop a love of the random 
rather than a slavish espousal of manicured public 
space. Even without legislation there is something 
that all of us can easily do... by eating meat on one 
day fewer than we do now, we will meet climate 
control targets much quicker. 

We can feed ourselves despite being a small, 
crowded island, without killing everything we 
can’t eat! And let’s set a date to completely 
outlaw single use plastic and bring swift justice 
to the wild world. 


Bo Beolens runs fatbirder.com and other 
websites. He has written a number of books. 



Left Swifts are 
‘masters of the 
skies 
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Its been a favourite at the dinner table and a must-have fashion 
accessory in past years - but more of us should admire the 

Little Egret for its great looks 

WORDS IAN PARSONS 


SPECIES FACTFILE 
LITTLE EGRET 

Scientific name: 

Egretta garzetta 
Length: 55-65cm 
Wingspan: 

88-106cm 
UK numbers: 

660-740 breeding 
pairs/ 4,500 
wintering birds 

Habitat: Lakes, rivers and coastal lagoons 
Diet: Fish 



20 August 2019 





LITTLE EGRET SPECIES 
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Y ou know that you are getting 
old as a birdwatcher when you 
can remember a time when 
seeing a Little Egret was a real 
bonus. Now, I appreciate that 
the further north you are in Britain then 
the more unusual they become, but down 
in Devon, where I grew up, they are now 
found at virtually every coastal estuary site 
there is. Yet I can still remember the buzz 
of excitement when one was spotted on the 
Exe Estuary while I was at school in the 
1980s. A Little Egret was a truly exotic bird 
back then. The thing is, it still is, it’s just 
that we have become used to it and have 
begun to take them for granted. 

Little Egrets are elegant, slender, little 
herons that always seem to look 
immaculate in their brilliant white 
plumage, even when stood on a vast 
expanse of wet estuary mud. If a soap 
powder company ever want a bird for their 
logo, then the Little Egret would surely be 
the one to choose! To top off their white 
plumage, the birds have black legs 
culminating in bright yellow feet. There is 
no cryptic plumage when it comes to the 
Little Egret; it is a bird that is hard to miss. 

It is astonishing to think that it was only 
in 1989 that the Little Egret started to arrive 
on our shores in any number. Back then, 
birders would travel long distances to see 
these small relatives of our Grey Heron, but 
now, fewer than 30 years later, they have 
become one of the background birds for 
some. We have short memories. 

If, like me, you have a number of bird 
guides dating back through the years, look 
up the Little Egret in them and you will be 
able to chart their expansion north and 
west through Europe, by looking at the 
distribution maps; gradually moving up 


WHERE TO SEE THEM? 

Most commonly seen along the south and 
east coasts of England and also in Wales. 
The estuaries of Devon and Cornwall; Poole 
Harbour and Chichester Harbour hold 
some of the largest concentrations. Also 
common in East Anglia. A common sight in 
inland areas and gradually increasing their 
range northwards. 



through western France, across to the 
Netherlands and then into Britain, where 
they then advance up from the south coast, 
into East Anglia and Wales. One of my bird 
books, dating from the 1960s (before 
I was born I hasten to add!), doesn’t even 
mention them, such was the chance back 
then of you seeing one. 

Strength to strength 

The Little Egret is now firmly established in 
this country. It was in 1996 that the first 
confirmed breeding took place and since 
then they have gone from strength to 
strength. There are now more than 700 
breeding pairs and these are joined in 
winter by many others escaping the colder 
continental climate, swelling the 
population to around 5,000 birds. It can 
certainly be said that the colonisation of 
Britain by these birds has been successful. 


What some people may find surprising, 
though, is that this is a species that has 
been here before. Little Egrets are not new 
to Britain, they are a returning species. 

In what sounds like a modern-day 
problem, it is thought that the Little Egret 
disappeared from Britain due to a 
combination of over hunting and climate 
change. Between about 1650 and 1850, 
Britain experienced a cooling of its climate 
in what is commonly referred to as the 
‘Little Ice Age’. This 200-year cold snap, 
combined with what can only be described 
as a ravenous appetite for Little Egrets, led 
to the bird disappearing from Britain. 

Unfortunately for the bird, in the Middle 
Ages, Little Egrets were thought of as good 
to eat, and the over-exploitation of them as 
a food source is clear to see in historical 
documents. When the Archbishop of York 
was inaugurated in 1465, a large banquet 



A Little Egret flies into 
the low sun 
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The fancy plumes of 
breeding Little 
Egrets were aim 
their downfall 
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LITTLE EGRET SPECIES 


In flight, it is easiest 
to see the yellow 
feet contrasting 
with the black legs 
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was held to celebrate the occasion, on the 
menu that day were 1,000 Little Egrets. 
Clearly, that sort of number is not going to 
be sustainable for very long and, coupled 
with the freezing conditions, the egrets of 
Britain disappeared. 

At the end of the Little Ice Age, and with 
the species long off the menu, it wouldn’t 
have been surprising to see this member of 
the heron family begin to return to its 
former haunts. Unfortunately, the 
Victorians had developed their own taste for 
Little Egrets, this time as a fashion 
accessory and instead of Little Egrets 
recovering their range, they were almost 
driven to extinction in Europe. 

Mind boggling 

During the breeding season, the adults 
grow long feathers on their neck and back, 
as well as on their breast and wings. These 
feathers are different to the normal 
plumage. They are long, narrow and 
pointed and have much looser barbs giving 
them a more ‘fluffy’ appearance, the egrets 
grow them purely for decoration, adorning 
themselves for the breeding season. Sadly 
for the birds, we humans also wanted to 
adorn ourselves with them, or to be more 
specific, we wanted to decorate our hats. 

The scale of the killing of egrets for these 
feathers is as horrific as it is mind boggling. 
In just three months in 1885, more than 
750,000 Egret skins were sold in London, 
and, in 1887, a million skins were sold in 
our capital by just one dealer alone. 

As a result of what can only be 
described as a fashion fad, Little Egrets 
were wiped out from north-western Europe 
and their population in southern Europe 
plummeted to near extinction. 

Thankfully, fashions change, and 
following the introduction of legal 
protection in southern Europe, so did the 


fortune of these beautiful birds and 
their expansion into, or should that 
be recolonisation of, northern Europe 
started apace. 

Little Egrets feed on a variety of prey 
items. Fish, amphibians, large insects, 
even small mammals and the odd small 
bird make it into their diets. This variety of 
food means that they can be found in a 
variety of wet habitats. 

Estuaries are popular haunts, but with 
their increase in number and range you can 
also find them inland on a variety of 
waterways, reservoirs, reedbeds and damp 


farmland. I have even heard of them 
turning up alongside large garden ponds 
- now that is a bird for your garden list! 

Little Egrets will always remain exotic for 
me. I may see them regularly now, but that 
doesn’t diminish them in my mind, in fact 
it makes me happy. 

Little Egrets are a great example of 
how birds can do well in our modern world 
if only we allow them to do so. The next 
time you see one, make sure you enjoy it 
for what it is, a truly great bird and one 
that was almost taken from us forever 
because of fashion. 
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#My200BirdYear 

If you’re looking for Little Egrets at your local wetland sites 
during the next month, don’t forget to keep an eye out for 
rarer herons and egrets, as well as other wetland species, too 

WORDS: MATT MERRITT 
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Heres five to find as the summer draws on 



Bittern 


Easier to find in winter, especially in really cold weather, when 
freezing can force them out of their reedbed haunts. But in late 
summer and early autumn, birds will disperse from their 
(increasingly widespread) breeding sites, so look out. 



Night Heron 

A rare visitor from the Continent, this 
stocky little heron usually perches up 
(often concealed in a tree) during the 
day (the clue that it feeds at night is 
in the name), so dawn and dusk are 
the best time to look for it. 



Spoonbill 

Most of the birds seen in the UK have drifted 
over from the Continent, but increasing 
numbers are breeding in East Anglia, and all 
will roam in search of suitable feeding areas. 
They fly with their necks extended, unlike the 
white egrets. 


Great White 
Egret 

Increasingly common and 
widespread, with some sites such as 
Rutland Water regularly getting half 
a dozen at a time. The size of a Grey 
Heron, but they lose their yellow bill 
colour in summer, so can be 
confused with Little Egret. 



There’s still time (just about) 


If you’ve not already signed up for 
#My200BirdYear, it’s not too late! 

You could still hit the 200 mark this year, if you 
can’t resist getting started straight away. 

First, make a list of all the species you regularly 
see on your patch or at the sites you regularly 
visit. You might be surprised at how many that is. 
Secondly, start looking for passage migrants - 
remember that return (autumn) migration is 


already under way! Thirdly, plan one or two trips 
a little further afield - just to somewhere you 
haven’t birded before. 

Oh, and fourthly, go to: 
birdwatching.co.uk/2019-signup 
and sign up, then check Bird Watching magazine 
every month (and our exclusive Facebook group) 
for tips, advice and all sorts of expert help. 

You can be a born-again birder, too! 



White Stork 

A pair have bred in the U K this year, but some 
also drift across from mainland Europe, riding 
summer thermals. The black-and-white plumage 
is pretty unmistakable. 
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JAMES LOWEN 



Both literally and metaphorically breaking new ground, 
the RSPB has been working wonders to create or 

improve wetland reserves 


r 


. 


WORDS: 


JAMES LOWEN 


ithout water, there is no life. It is 
no surprise, then, that the 
reserves network of the Royal 
Society for the Protection of Birds 
(RSPB) is saturated with the 
stuff. That has long been the case - think 
Minsmere’s Avocets - but is never truer than today. 
In recent years, the RSPB has developed unparalleled 
expertise in creating ‘water worlds’ - entirely new or 
radically managed wetlands - to the benefit of both 


bird and birder. This article considers their success. 

At three very different freshwater reserves in 
eastern England, the RSPB is redefining approaches 
to conservation. In Lincolnshire, Frampton Marsh 
has been designed as a paradise for wader and 
watcher alike. In Cambridgeshire, collaboration 
with industry is creating the Bittern-ripe reedbeds 
of Ouse Fen. And, in Norfolk, Berney 
Marshes showcases a ground-breaking water- 
management system. 
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CONSERVATION WETLANDS 




Weil start on paths encircling Frampton’s scrapes, 
to celebrate the reserve’s tenth anniversary. To the 
east lies saltmarsh and The Wash estuary. 
Elsewhere, the reserve fronts flat arable land - 
which was what the reserve comprised barely a 
decade hence. When an opportunity to purchase 
the site arose, the RSPB snapped it up. As 
Frampton lay adjacent to the UK’s most important 
estuary, which itself lies on a migration flyway, 
this was a “dream scenario for a wetland 
manager,” says John Badley (RSPB senior sites 
manager), “a blank canvas on which to design a 
wader wonderland”. 

Make no mistake, Frampton is all about waders 

- and in a good way. Forget distant dots or skittish 
smudges of grey and brown, with a confusing 
variety of bill lengths. Here, shorebirds flurry, 
scamper and lope at remarkably close range, 
apparently unperturbed by binocular-toting 
admirers, who are also standing in plain view. 

“This didn’t happen by chance,” says Graham 
White. The RSPB head of ecology has been 
intimately involved in developing Frampton Marsh 

- as part of a crack team of wetland ecologists, 
hydrologists, soil scientists and land managers. 
“We put great thought into how to build and 
manage sites such as Frampton, and how we can 
best help visitors enjoy the birds they attract”. In 

rampton’s case, this meant putting birdwatchers 
as close to the heart of the design as birds. “We 
were birders planning a reserve for birders,” says 
John. His rule of thumb was that birders would 
never be more than 200 metres from any point on 
any scrape - the maximum distance at which the 


ever allowed to 
metaphorically stagnate. 

Instead, they are renewed, 
reinvigorated, reimbued with life - from 
the larvae of ‘bloodworms’ (chironomid 
flies), which provide the basis of Frampton’s 
food chain, upwards. 

Frampton’s on-site team is in constant 
dialogue with Graham and co, back at RSPB HQ. 
Everyone “has a ravenous appetite”, Toby says, 

“for trialling new approaches that energise the 
site”. Tinkering is constant: adjusting island 
height, sowing seed-rich crops, narrowing 
water gradients, changing the extent of mud 
exposed and so on. “Frampton is a real-life 
laboratory,” John concludes. 

The birds clearly approve. On my first visit one 
May morning. Broad-billed Sandpiper, Temminck’s 
Stint and Little Stint fed amid a century of Dunlin. 
On a typical day, “you can see 25 types of wader 
among 100 species,” Toby says. Nearly 100 pairs 
each of Redshank and Lapwing nest, as does south 
Lincolnshire’s largest Avocet colony (90 pairs). The 
peak count of Black-tailed Godwits has hit 7,000. In 
spring 2019, “you could even watch lekking Ruffs, 
while munching sandwiches in your car,” Toby 
grins. All this on what was barren fields until 2008. 


team judged a Little Stint to be easily 
identifiable. Little wonder that 60,000 
people visited in 2018. 

The next issue was obvious: water. 
Half-a-million cubic metres is now 
available, much stored in a reed-fringed 
lagoon, then gently flushed through 
bunds and sluices on to scrapes. Warden 
Toby Collett manages water levels 
precisely to ensure optimum conditions 
for a range of waders. “The key is to 
keep water moving,” he says. “We use a 
three-year rotation to dry scrapes out 
then wet them up again.” No scrape is 
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CONSERVATION WETLANDS 



RSPB Ouse Fen is no less remarkable - if 
very different in habitat, focus and 
approach. This Cambridgeshire reserve is 
about reedbeds, Bitterns and partnership. 
Formally known as the ‘Hanson-RSPB 
wetland project’, this literally 
groundbreaking collaboration between the 
wildlife charity and aggregates extractor 
is transforming a sand and gravel quarry 
into the UK’s largest reedbed. “It is the 


endeavour’s scale,” says Matt York, RSPB 
senior project manager, “that makes it so 
important and so innovative”. 

Like Frampton, Ouse Fen is a case of 
opportunity seized. The RSPB was grappling 
with a problem - shockingly low Bittern 
numbers nationwide. Cambridgeshire 
county council inadvertently offered a 
partial solution when, at the brink of the 
new millennium, it granted ARC-Hanson 
permission to quarry minerals from 700 
hectares of farmland. Once finished, the 
company had intended to return the site to 
agricultural land. The RSPB persuaded them 
instead “to help keep Bitterns breeding in 
Britain”, says Jeff Kew, RSPB operations 
projects manager. 

Midwife-ing a reedbed-rich wetland was 
only possible thanks to years of investigation 
by RSPB ecologists into what habitat served 
Bitterns best. “The RSPB team included 25 
specialists,” Jeff says. But there are even 


bigger numbers involved. On average, 
Hanson will extract a million tonnes of sand 
and gravel each year until 2030. It is 
additionally removing half that volume of 
earth each year as it excavates the 
depressions that form the new reserve. “We 
have planted 130,000 reeds by hand”, says 
Chris Hudson, RSPB senior sites manager, 
“and each year we syphon 2.7 million cubic 
metres of water - two-thirds the volume of 
Wembley Stadium - from the River Ouse”. 

Each year brings its own challenge. “In 
2018,” says RSPB project manager Jonathan 
Taylor, “we introduced Rudd, Tench and 
Perch to diversify the fish population, 
benefiting Bitterns and a host of aquatic 
life.” In 2019, the RSPB is trialling what 
Jonathan calls “dynamic wetland 
management” - including reed-cutting. 

“We couldn’t do so much if it wasn’t for 
our brilliant volunteers,” Jonathan adds. 

When all the land is finally handed over 
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to RSPB ownership, the projected 418 
hectares of reedbed will become the UK’s 
largest - an area more than double that of 
London’s Olympic Park. Reedbed birds, of 
course, don’t wait for the endgame. They’ve 
colonised already. In 2019, nine male 
Bitterns were heard booming. In 2016, six 
pairs of Marsh Harrier 
(below) raised eight young. 

In 2017, 20-plus pairs of Bearded Tit 
nested. Even Cranes (above) have 
occasionally turned up. Local birdwatcher 
Richard Bradbury recalls “a magical 
moment” when he looked up to see a pair 
circling overhead, calling. “It felt like these 
living symbols of the original Fens were 
giving the site their blessing.” 

Just 20 years ago, Ouse Fen was 
intensive arable land. Then it was a 
gaping chasm in the earth. Now it is prime 
habitat for some of our rarest birds. That is 
some metamorphosis. 


«THE RSPB WAS GRAPPLING 
WITH SHOCKINGLY LOW 
BITTERN NUMBERS 99 






Creating reedbeds 


“Reed seedlings are grown in a nursery until they 
reach about half-a-metre in height,” said RSPB Ouse 
Fen’s Chris Hudson.“And then we plant them by hand, 
one for every two or three square metres. We use a 
metal spike to produce a hole, drop in a reed plug, and 
tread it in”. This is intensive work. At four reeds 
planted per minute, ‘installing’ 130,000 would take 
one person 75 days. Fortunately, nature eventually 
takes over. “At first we struggled to get reeds 
established; now they spread naturally,” Chris said. 


O 


> 
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CONSERVATION WETLANDS 



Battling climate change 


If Ouse Fen features partnership and 
Frampton is inspired by waders, Berney 
Marshes is characterised by both. Lying on 
the Norfolk side of Breydon Water and 
covering one-fifth of the 3,500-hectare 
Halvergate Island, this lowland grassland is 
among the RSPB’s less well-known reserves. 
That is understandable, for Berney’s focus is 
on avian rather than human visitors. And 
how many visitors there are! 

In 2017/18, wintering wildfowl numbers 
exceeded 100,000 - roughly five times the 
threshold marking a site of international 
importance. Breeding waders are doing 
well, too - particularly in the context of 
dwindling populations locally - with 
Lapwing and Redshank dominating the 
combined total of roughly 300 pairs. 

But that success is under severe and 
increasing threat - from climate change. 
“Gone are the predictable English seasons 
and associated rainfall patterns that 
controlled my early tenure as RSPB Berney 
Marshes warden,” says Mark Smart. “Water 


Lapwing 
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«THE SUCCESS OF 
BREEDING WADERS 
IS UNDER THREAT 
FROM A SEVERE AND 
INCREASING THREAT 
CLIMATE CHANGE 99 


is Berney’s life blood,” he explains, so 
erratic rainfall makes it very difficult to 
provide conditions that suit waders and 
wildfowl. “The ability to hold and 
manage water is one of the biggest 
challenges we face,” says Mark. “We 
need to be able to hold the right amount 
of water at the right time of year,” says 
Ian Robinson (RSPB Broads area 
manager). “The outmoded system of 
sluices and drains that Mark inherited 
cannot adequately deal with modern 
challenges. We needed a system that 
provided water where and when we 
needed it - and removed it where and 
when we didn’t want it.” 

The solution to this water-management 
crisis was an innovative water-storage 
system. Instigated by the RSPB, 
implemented by the Broads Internal 
Drainage Board and formally launched 
in June 2019, The Fleet is a 4-km-long 
watercourse that will store freshwater 
and release it in timely fashion to the 
benefit of graziers and conservationists 
alike. The farming element of this is key. 

Halvergate is split between 110 
landowners, many of whom graze 
livestock. The RSPB’s inspired approach 



The Fleet 



The Fleet, Berney Marshes 

The Fleet can store up to 60,000 cubic 
metres of water - the equivalent of 24 
Olympic swimming pools. Water can 
also be stored on a purpose-built 
washland the size of 80 football pitches. 
The civil engineering project took two 
years to complete and was undertaken 
without impact on existing wildlife. 
Water Voles were carefully translocated 
to specially constructed ditches and 
breeding waders had their best year 
during construction. 





to water management, informed by 25 
years of pioneering science, has 
improved relationships not only with 
these key stakeholders, but also the 
Board. “We have evolved from holding 
polarised views to being supportive 
partners,” says Ian of interactions with 
the Board. “The basic problem was the 
priority given to drainage to support 
growth of agricultural crops, whereas 
RSPB wanted the water for wildlife. 

Now everyone wins.” 

All these successes make my heart 
sing. But what really inspires is how the 
three sites - informed by modelling back 
at RSPB HQ - are preparing for the future. 
Toby Collett has his eye on Frampton 
becoming a home for Black-winged Stilt 
and Glossy Ibis. The Ouse Fen team is 
preparing for Savi’s Warbler and Crane. 
Mark Smart wants to create habitat for 
Spoonbill, crakes and Purple Gallinule. 
The RSPB is not merely content to solve 
today’s wetland problems, but to provide 
solutions for tomorrow’s, too. 321 
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When Red-necked Phalaropes from Shetland were tracked to 
their winter breeding grounds, they ended up on a different 

continent to the one predicted 

WORDS; REBECCA NESBIT 


A wader swimming like 

a duck is a striking sight, 
and that is just where the 
surprises begin with 
phalaropes. The world’s 
three phalarope species all have lobed 
toes, just as coots do, and it is the 
males which raise the chicks. These 
unusual features are well known, 
yet new research has revealed 
another remarkable characteristic of 
Scottish Red-necked Phalaropes: a 
unique migration. 

Red-necked Phalaropes are the only 
phalarope species which breeds in the 
UK - each summer a tiny number rear 



SPECIES FACTFILE 

RED-NECKED 

PHALAROPE 

Scientific name: 

Phalaropus lobatus 
Length: 17-19cm 
UK numbers: 

22 male breeding/ 

30 passage birds 
Habitat: Water 
Diet: Insects 


their young on Scottish islands. 

Our largest population breeds on Fetlar, 
Shetland, where their nests are hidden 
hollows in the long grass. Although 
females don’t hang around for long once 
their eggs are laid, males remain for the 
summer to care for their young. They 
depart in August when their chicks have 
fledged. But where do they depart to? 

This was the question which Fetlar 
RSPB’s warden and the Shetland Ringing 
Group set out to discover in 2012. That 
year, nine phalaropes began their autumn 
migration wearing tiny backpacks. Hidden 
beneath their feathers, 0.67g geolocator 
tags were designed to reveal where the 
birds spent the winter. 

While the RSPB has been studying the 
Fetlar population for decades, what 
happened when they left the island 
remained a mystery. We didn’t even know 
which continent they spent the winter in. 



Winter at sea 

Although we knew nothing about the 
phalaropes’ chosen wintering sites, we 
already knew their winter behaviour was 
unusual. While many seabirds spend the 
winter in the open ocean, going months 
without returning to land, almost all the 
world’s waders spend the winter on 
coastlines, in estuaries or on the shore of 
inland waters. Phalaropes are the only 
waders which spend the winter out at sea. 

Over the winter, Red-necked Phalaropes 
appear in huge numbers in three known 
areas: the west coast of South America, 
the Arabian Sea, and the oceans around 
the Philippines, Malaysia and Indonesia. 

Here they take advantage of areas 
which are rich in plankton due to 
upwellings of cooler water. 

The challenge is knowing exactly how 
the wintering grounds and breeding 
grounds are linked. Red-necked Phalaropes 
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SPECIES RED-NECKED PHALAROPES 



ICELAND SHETLAND 


GREENLAND 


NORWAY 



have a wide distribution in the northern 
hemisphere, including Siberia, Iceland, 
Greenland, Alaska and Canada. The Fetlar 
phalaropes are some of the most southerly 
breeders, and we had no way of knowing 
their relationship to Red-necked Phalarope 
populations which breed further north. 

Geographically, the closest breeding 
grounds are in Sweden, so it seemed logical 
that British and Swedish phalaropes visited 
the same sites each winter. However, 
despite a hundred years of debate among 
ornithologists, we didn’t even know the 
overwintering sites of Scandinavian birds. 

A fragmented picture was starting to 
emerge from ringing recoveries, 
suggesting they were heading to the 
Arabian Sea. Still, nobody had ever tracked 
a Scandinavian phalarope to confirm their 
south eastern migration. 

This hazy picture was all the Shetland 
Ringing Group had to go on when they 
attached the tiny harnesses to Fetlar 
phalaropes. Given what we knew about 
Scandinavian phalaropes, the Arabian Sea 
seemed the most likely destination, but that 
was no more than speculation. 


The ringers awaited the 
phalaropes’ return the 
following April, hoping the 
tags and the birds made it back 
safely. Of the nine birds they 
had tagged, they spotted four 
back on Fetlar in the spring. 

Just two of them had retained 
their tags, one male and one 
female. The ringers’ nervous 
wait wasn’t over yet. Despite 
many attempts at catching 
the birds it took them weeks 
to recover the tag from the 
male, and the female was 
never recaptured. 

From the moment the phalarope left 
Fetlar, it took an unexpected course. 

Instead of beginning its journey to the 
south, it set out westwards towards Iceland. 
Having flown over Greenland, it then 
turned south to follow the east coast of 
North America to the Caribbean. Next, it 
crossed to the Pacific and ended up in 
the warm waters off the coast of Ecuador 
and Peru. It spent the winter there, in the 
oceans to the west of South America, 


thousands of miles from where we had 
assumed it would end up. 

The journey wasn’t made all in one go. 
Phalaropes can fly at hundreds of metres 
above the ground, but rather than flying 
continuously this bird landed in regular 
stages. One of the major stops for this 
phalarope from the Loch of Funzie on Fetlar 
was at the Bay of Fundy, a long stretch of 
seawater sheltered by the Nova Scotia 
peninsula in eastern Canada. Here it joined 




Non-breeding phalaropes make 
their way over water 
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Juvenile Red-necked 
Phalarope 



from Fetlar may provide an insight into 
this. The Canadian birds are known to 
stop over at the Bay of Fundy, just as the 
Shetland phalaropes did, which suggests 
that they, too, may continue on to the seas 
off the coast of South America. 

Elsewhere, more tracks are being 
collected, and studies have been taking 
place on Greenland, Iceland and Norway, 
Finland and Russia. One mystery which 
remains is the wintering grounds of 
Scotland’s second largest population of 
Red-necked Phalaropes, in the Outer 
Hebrides. It seems likely that the Scottish 
birds all visit the same wintering grounds, 
especially as one of the Fetlar birds 
appears to have visited other breeding 
sites. However, only tracking will reveal 
the secrets of the months our Hebridean 
birds spend in warmer waters each winter. 


GENDER ROLES 

Phalaropes have reversed many of the 
normal gender roles and characteristics: 
Females have brighter plumage 
than males 

Females fight over males 

Males incubate the eggs and raise the 

chicks with no help from the females 

Females mate multiple times 

The average weight of the birds fitted 

with geolocators was 38g, which is 

similar to a Sky Lark 


huge numbers of Red-necked Phalaropes 
in the Bay - up to three million have been 
recorded here during their migration, at 
incredible densities of up to 20,000 birds 
per km2. The area is rich in plankton, 
allowing the birds to refuel for their 
onwards journeys. 

New insights 

The journey of one bird to the Pacific 
was a fascinating discovery, but it wasn’t 
enough to confirm where all the Scottish 
Red-necked Phalaropes spend the winter. 
In some seabird species, individuals 
breeding in the same sites can head to 
completely different oceans for the winter. 

It was therefore entirely possible that 
other birds from Fetlar followed the same 
route as Scandinavian phalaropes, and 
information was emerging about their 
routes, too. The year that the first tagged 
bird returned to Fetlar, a Swedish team 
attached geolocators to Red-necked 
Phalaropes in their summer breeding 
grounds. The birds left the 24-hour sun of 
Ammarnas, Swedish Lapland, in July 
2013. Four male birds with tags were 
re-caught the following year, and this time 
the track was less surprising. 

These Swedish birds headed in the 
expected south-east direction towards the 
Arabian sea. 

Back on Fetlar, more tracks were needed 
to see whether the incredible journey was 
an exception or a normal route. Would 
other birds follow the same track to South 
America, or do some individuals head 


south like the Scandinavian phalaropes? 

In 2016, the same team again fitted tags 
to 11 of Fetlar’s phalaropes. This time they 
re-caught two males the following spring 
and found remarkable similarities with 
the track from 2012-2013. 

Taken together, these tracks are an 
astonishing result. This is the only known 
westward migration into the Pacific, and is 
made even more remarkable by the fact 
that the birds are flying into the prevailing 
wind. Another fascinating insight revealed 
by the tags is the huge areas covered over 
the winter - the Fetlar phalaropes 
travelled right along the coasts of Ecuador 
and Peru. Likewise, the Swedish 
phalaropes spread out over the winter, and 
one bird even moved between the coast of 
Oman and the Red Sea, travelling 
thousands of miles between October 
and March. 

What’s next 

There are still many unanswered 
questions, such as whether the Shetland 
females follow similar routes to the males. 
Although some females have been fitted 
with geolocators, it has been a challenge 
to re-catch them - they aren’t in the 
breeding grounds for long, and unlike 
males they can’t be caught on the ground 
when they are at the nests. 

We also have more to learn about birds 
from other locations. There has been much 
speculation about where the huge 
numbers of birds breeding in eastern 
Canada spend the winter, and the tracks 
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Here, Ruth shares her joy about living so close to Fulmars, a bird she 
describes as leading a life that’s the reverse of our human assumptions 


R egular readers will know that 
I live in North Wales and 
that I’m lucky enough to have 
the limestone headland of the 
Great Orme right on my 
doorstep. It’s a local nature reserve 
managed by Conwy Council and the 
National Trust, and it’s my local patch, 
just five minutes from my home. 

We have exciting birds here, including 
Chough, Peregrine, Razorbills and 
Guillemots, but one of my favourite 
species is the Fulmar, or Fulmarus 
glacialis, to give the bird its full 
scientific name. 

Sometimes, I can hear the Fulmar even 
from my front doorstep. Birds nest on the 
ledges of the Great Orme cliffs and they 
will often chuckle and cackle to one 
another, with the volume increasing as 
a newcomer approaches their cliff. This 
deep-throated ‘conversation’ between 
several birds can be heard from a 
distance and calm days will see several 
pairs of Fulmar cosied up together on the 
narrow sills, where they sit looking 
across the waters of Liverpool Bay. Come 
back on a blustery day, however, and 
those same ledges would be deserted. 

At first glance, a Fulmar is superficially 
like a Herring Gull, grey above and white 
below, and it can be seen soaring over 
and landing on the sea cliffs of the Great 
Orme. But there the similarity ends, as 
Fulmars lead a life far removed from the 
coastal town-dwelling, chip-stealing 
Herring Gulls, which newspaper 
journalists love to hate. 

Taxonomically speaking, Fulmars are 
in the order Procellariiformes, which 
along with shearwaters, petrels and 
albatrosses are all oceanic birds designed 
for a life primarily at sea rather than on 
land. Starting with the bill, the Fulmar’s 
is a complex structure: straight and deep 


with a hooked tip, its most prominent 
features are the tube-shaped nostrils on the 
top of the bill. These allow the Fulmar and 
the other ‘tubenoses’ as they are known, to 
secrete the salt from the seawater they 
ingest with their diet of fish, crustaceans, 
molluscs and plankton. The Fulmar has 
large, dark eyes giving it a gentle 
appearance and it hunts by sight, though its 
sense of smell may well also play a role in 
its search for food. 

Wonderful vying beats 

The Fulmar’s wings are a beautiful 
dove-grey colour overall, without the 
black primary feathers and white ‘mirrors’ 
that a Herring Gull’s feature, and Fulmar 
have a very different flying style compared 
with a Herring Gull, as befits the Fulmar’s 
pelagic lifestyle. The Fulmar holds its 
wings stiffly outstretched as it flies, 
making only minute adjustments to 
accommodate the wind currents and using 
its strong tail for balance. 

Unlike the regular up, down, up, down 
motion of a Herring Gull’s wings as it 
propels itself along, if a Fulmar does need to 
beat its wings, for example as it is coming 
in to land on a cliff ledge, it will make a 
series of rapid, shallow wingbeats on those 
distinctive stiff wings. 

Often, the first approach will be aborted 
just before landing, and the Fulmar turns 
and swoops away, gliding back out to sea 
before making another circuit towards the 
ledge. After several failed attempts, the 
Fulmar will finally land on the ledge in an 
inelegant bustle of feathers to be greeted by 
the raucous calls of its mate and its nearest 
neighbours. It’s hard not to 
anthropomorphise these calls, which sound 
disconcertingly as though the returning 
bird is receiving a severe nagging. 

However clumsy it may look on landing, 
though, the Fulmar really comes into its 



The Fulmars’ ‘conversation’ 
is even audible from Ruth’s 
frontdoor 


own when it is out at sea. Those stiff, 
outstretched wings enable the bird to glide 
on the air currents while minimising the 
amount of energy it must expend. In fact. 
Fulmars have comparatively weak pectoral 
muscles, those chest muscles which birds 
use to flap their wings, so the stronger the 
wind blows, the easier it is for the Fulmar to 
fly. In a Gale Force 4-5 wind which whips 
the sea up into rough waves, a Fulmar will 
only use the same amount of energy to glide 
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as it did to sit stationary on the cliffs in 
Llandudno. This is a bird that leads its life 
in the reverse of our human assumptions. 

Riding the wind currents 

Far from the weather being too rough for 
the Fulmar to remain on the cliffs, it is the 
fine weather that becalms these birds, when 
the lack of lift under their wings forces 
them to remain idly on land until the winds 
rise again so these aerial masters can glide 


effortlessly over the waves once more. This 
wind capture is so remarkably efficient that 
UK breeding Fulmars have been recorded 
feeding as far offshore as the Mid-Atlantic 
Ridge, riding the wind currents out to this 
rich feeding area before surfing the weather 
patterns back to Europe. 

The Fulmar is so lightweight, however, 
that it cannot bring back whole fish to feed 
its single chick. Instead it preserves the 
nutrients from the fish it has eaten in oil 


within its stomach which it regurgitates 
down the throat of the hungry chick on 
its return to the nest. This revolting fishy 
oil can also be regurgitated as an effective 
deterrent to any potential threat to the 
chick or any unobservant Llandudno 
rock-climber getting too close to the 
nesting ledge. So smelly is it, that it even 
gave the Fulmar its name from the old 
Norse words ‘full’ meaning foul and ‘mar’ 
meaning gull. 

I’m not a rock-climber so I have no first¬ 
hand experience of how foul or otherwise 
a Fulmar could be, but I feel privileged to 
share my local patch with them on those 
days when they’re tied to the land to wait 
out the calm. I can only imagine their 
world when the sea breezes carry them 
out to their ocean realm again. 


Ruth Miller is one half of The Biggest Twitch 
team, and along with partner Alan Davies, set 
the then world record for most bird species seen 
in a year - 4,341, in 2008, an experience they 
wrote about in their book, The Biggest Twitch. 
Indeed, Ruth is still the female world record- 
holder! As well as her work as a tour leader, she is 
the author of the Birds, Boots and Butties books, 
on walking, birding and tea-drinking in North 
Wales, and previously worked as the RSPB’s 
head of trading. She lives in North Wales. 
birdwatchingtrips.co.uk 
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Capercaillies are staring at potential extinction once again in 
Scotland. Visiting birdwatchers can reduce pressure on them 
by following these guidelines mikeweedon 


T here is no more spectacular 

bird in British forests than the 
Capercaillie. This enormous 
grouse roams the great pine 
forests of Scotland, spending 
half the year (the winter) eating needles 
from the trees and the other half eating 
buds, blaeberries and invertebrates, as 
well as breeding! They are essentially 
lekking birds (the males display to attract 
onlooking females, who carry out all the 
nesting and brooding duties), with a 
requirement for large areas of undisturbed 
forest. The youngsters are so well adapted 
to this habitat that, even as tiny, fluffy, 
precocial chicks, they can already fly into 
the branches for safety. 

The Capercaillie is a giant (males 
average c4kg) at the edge of its range in 
the Caledonian pine forest of Highland 
Scotland. It has a very wide Eurasian 
distribution, mainly across the ‘taiga’ 
forest of Russia, extending further east 
than Mongolia. In Europe, most are now in 
Fennoscandia, the Baltic states, Belarus 
and Russia, with more isolated populations 
in forested mountainous regions of the 
Alps, Pyrenees, Picos De Europa and 
the Balkans. 

The Scottish population was always at 
the extreme of the Caper’s natural range, 
but pressures from land-use changes and 
hunting led to the bird’s extinction in 1785 
(it having, earlier in that century, gone 
extinct in Ireland). 

Expanding newcomers 

Fifty years later there was a successful 
reintroduction of Capercaillies into 
Scotland, with the release of Swedish birds 
into Scottish forests. The population 
thrived and expanded, peaking in 
Edwardian times, and remaining static 
until soon after WWII. There followed a 
slight expansion into new conifer 
plantations and birds could be found in 


The group’s advice for ‘best practice’ 

can be summarised as follows. 

• The best time for responsible 
Capercaillie watching is October 
to February. 

• Do not visit leks (display grounds) 
between March and May. 

• Be particularly careful not to disturb 
hens with broods between May 
and August. 

• Never stray from paths when 
walking in Capercaillie woodland. 

• If you see a Caper, remain still 
and quiet. 

• Do not seek out ‘rogue displaying 
males’. And if you chance upon one, 
withdraw immediately. 

• Do not share information about 
known leks. 

• Capercaillies are best sought from 
a slow-moving vehicle on suitable 
permitted routes. Do not leave 
the vehicle. 

• Report any incidents of disturbance to 
a Wildlife Crime Officer. Call Police 
Scotland on 101. 


high forested ground between the Great 
Glen and the lowlands of Scotland. 

However, in recent decades there has 
been a catastrophic population crash and 
shrinkage towards Badenoch and 
Strathspey. Much blame for this decline 
has been attributed to habitat degradation 
due to overgrazing by sheep and deer and 
predation by Foxes. One major cause of 
death was birds flying into deer fences; 
and attempts have been made to reduce the 
number of fence-related fatalities, but the 
population remains dangerously low with 
estimates of about 1,000 individuals. 


Leks involving multiple males are 
becoming very scarce, and individual 
males are more likely to be encountered 
alone. Additionally, from time to time, so 
called ‘rogue males’ appear which seem to 
have altered their natural behaviour to 
aggressively approach and display at even 
human observers. In the past, 
photographers were drawn to these ‘rogue’ 
individuals. But, unsurprisingly, this is 
now considered bad behaviour (by the 
photographers) and not healthy for the bird 
in question. Indeed recent legislation has 
made photography of even rogue males 
illegal without a special licence. 

Population in danger 

All in all, there is a severe danger that the 
magnificent Capercaillie could once again 
become extinct. And, of course, this would 
be a tragedy on so many levels. The 
Capercaillie is very much a flagship 
species of Scottish birds, scarce, ultra-shy, 
quite magnificent and exclusively Scottish 
(in a UK context). Everyone who visits 
Scotland on a birdwatching trip wants to 
see a Caper. 

However, although not the primary 
cause for the Caper’s decline, 
disturbance from birdwatchers and 
photographers can unwittingly put extra 
pressure onto the already very delicately 
balanced population. 

So, members of the Scottish Capercaillie 
Group (an association of organisations 
and individuals involved in Scottish 
Caper management and research; 
including RSPB, SNH, key landowners 
and others) have drafted some guidance 
advice for anyone who wants to see/watch 
the birds with minimum disturbance. 
These guidelines are already followed by 
such responsible organisers of Scottish 
birding holidays as Heatherlea, The Grant 
Arms and other bird tour companies and 
guides active in the area, 
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BIRDWATCHING ADVICE 



WANT TO SEE CAPERCAILLIES? 

For your best chance to see these magnificent 
birds (without causing them any undue 
disturbance), why not try a guided holiday 
to the Scottish Highlands? Turn to page 
83 for full details of two great breaks with 
Heatherlea - a New Year Birdlist Booster, or, 
if you just can’t wait to get started, a Highland 
Autumn Birding break. 
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TEST YOUR SKILLS! 




IU Challenge 

For August, its birds on feeders. 

Its as simple as that. Can you identify all six? 


T his month, we are going 
back to our roots. Many of 
us started birdwatching by 
watching birds in our 
gardens. And most of the time the 
birds were visiting feeders. Bird 
feeders, in addition to providing 
excellent supplementary food for the 
local birds, allow us to get excellent, 
clear views of those birds. So, we 
should all be experts in identifying 
garden birds at feeders, by now, 
shouldn’t we? Let’s see. As usual, all 


you have to do is have a bit of a gaze 
at the following six photographs; 
identify the birds and turn the page 
for the great revelation: solution and 
explanation. And, also as usual, if 
you hunger for more tips and help 
about identifying birds (particularly 
in gardens), then turn the page 
again and read a few of our snippets 
of advice. The rules don’t change, so 
all the birds featured in this 
challenge are regular British birds 
(and regular garden visitors). 


Bird 3: 



CAN YOU NAME THESE 
BIRDS ON FEEDERS? 


Bird 4: 


Bird 1: 






birdwatching.co.uk 47 


















Answers & solutions 

Compare your answers with our answers and reasoning below. 
How well did you do, this month? 



Dark cap like a 
little hat 


All colors washed 
with yellow 





it 


Distinctive face 
pattern (dark 
eye-stripe, pale 
superc iliu m) 


BIRD 1 

Sometimes, things are as easy as they seem. There is something 
very familiar about this bird, but then again, there is also 
something a bit different. Surely, this little fellow has the pattern 
of a Blue Tit; but those aren’t ‘typical’ Blue Tit colours, are they? 
Only two British Tits have a dark eyestripe and pale supercilium 
(eyebrow ): the Blue Tit and the Crested Tit (the others have 
solid black caps). This is clearly not a Crested Tit (it lacks the 
speckled crest, the complex face pattern and the big black ‘bib’. 
It is a Blue Tit, and the reason it is yellow and green (rather than 
blue, white, yellow and green) is simply that this is a juvenile bird. 
You will see similar colour shifts in juvenile Great and Coal Tits. 
This is a juvenile Blue Tit. 

Key features 

■ Petite bird with tiny bill 

■ ‘Isolated’ cap 

■ Dark eye-stripe, yellow supercilium 

■ Yellow and green colours of a juvenile 



BIRD 2 

You may have noticed that there is a trend of juvenile birds in this 
month’s ID Challenge. Including juveniles just adds a little summer- 
themed spice to the whole garden birdwatching experience. This bird is 
following that trend. This is one of the birds which causes the most 
confusion among beginner birdwatchers, and we receive a 
disproportionate amount of Q&A queries about birds looking just like 
this. It is a medium-sized bird (using the fat-ball feeder for scale), largely 
plain grey-brown; the wings are more or less triangular, the tail is short. 
The open bill is quite long and sharp and there is some black feathering 
between the eye and the bill (the area called the lores). This is a very 
typical juvenile Starling, angrily defending ‘its’ feeder! 

Key features 

■ Mid-sized bird, longish bill, ‘triangular’ wings 

■ Plain grey-brown plumage 

■ Long black legs 

■ Dark lores 



BIRDS 

This bird has a grumpy-looking expression. That in itself is a bit of a clue, 
as it is a curious feature of finches (perhaps a function of the dark lores). 
The conical, seed-eater’s bill is also particularly finchy, and indicative of 
one of the smaller species. The most striking feature, though, is the wing 
pattern: with an extensive golden-yellow area on a ‘black background’. 
Otherwise, the plumage is dull grey-brown, perhaps with a hint of 
streaking here and there. This plumage pattern does not match any adult 
finch found in the UK and this is because we are once more dealing with 
a juvenile bird visiting a garden bird feeder. That gold-and-black wing 
pattern is unique to Goldfinch (with similar patterns in the spectacular 
adults to those of the duller juveniles). This is a juvenile Goldfinch. 

Key features 

■ ‘Grumpy expression’ 

■ Conical bill 

■ Striking, gold-and-black wing pattern 

■ Dull, slightly streaked brownish plumage 
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BIRD4 

For a change, we have zoomed out a bit on this photo, partly to show the 
context, but also to show a couple of members of the same species, in 
different poses. But, hopefully, this wasn’t too difficult a challenge, 
anyhow. There are very few medium-large birds flying around the UK 
which have this combination of bright green plumage, and a very long 
narrow, blue-and-green tail. The colour is wrong for the similar-sized 
Green Woodpecker, which doesn’t have a tail like this, has a yellow rump, 
and is a specialist ant feeder, not usually tempted to peanuts! 
Woodpeckers have similar looking feet to this, where the toes are in the 
odd formation seen in parrots (which this clearly is). These are Ring¬ 
necked Parakeets, ubiquitous in the gardens of south-east England. 

Key features 

■ Bright green plumage 

■ Large size (for a bird on a feeder) 

■ Long, thin blue-green tail 

■ Odd toe arrangement 


BIRD 5 

As a striking contrast from the exotic green madness of Bird 4, 
here we have a resolutely sparrow-like, streaked little bird, with the 
shape of a seedeater, like a sparrow, finch or bunting. In fact, to 
say it is sparrow-like is to play down just how stripy and streaked 
this bird is: Old World sparrows don’t have face patterns like that! 

It looks more like one of the distantly related New World sparrows, 
which until very recently were put in the same family as the Old 
World buntings. That is because this streaked seed-eater is a 
bunting. The heavy black streaking, bit of grey in the rump and 
that head pattern point to it being a Reed Bunting, which can be 
regular visitors to garden feeders, particularly in winter. 

Key features 

■ Sparrow-like bird 

■ Heavily streaked plumage 

■ Well-marked face 

■ White outer-tail feathers 



BIRD 6 

We finish with a bird which looks like it is perched on an unusual 
bird feeder consisting of a ring-shaped metal cage, partially 
filled with fat balls. It is quite a plain looking individual, wrapped 
in unstreaked, grey and grey-brown and buff feathering; the 
exception being the crown or cap of the head, above the eye, 
which is a richer, red-brown colour. The dark bill is fine and 
quite long, like that of a Robin or Dunnock, or perhaps a 
warbler; certainly the sort of bill which is more likely to be used 
to eat insects rather than seeds. The eye is dark, with perhaps 
the hint of pale half-eye-ring (the lower half). All in all, a 
warbler-like bird with plain plumage and red-brown cap; in a UK 
garden context can only be female-type Blackcap. 

Key features 

■ Thin-billed small bird 

■ Plain plumage in grey and brown 

■ Diagnostic brown cap 

■ No stripes on face 



MY FAVOURITE SITE “OF COURSE, MY FAVOURITE 
SITE FOR WATCHING GARDEN BIRDS IS MY OWN 
PETERBOROUGH GARDEN!” mikeweedok.assistanteditor 
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ID CHALLENGE 


ID Tips & tricks 

Here are a few extra tips to help you identify 
birds at garden feeders in the field 



L.oal I its may look a bit 
like Great Tits in a book; 
in real life the former are 
tiny birds, even smaller 
than Blue Tits, while 
Great Tits are almost 
sparrow-sized - 
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Garden birds are woodland birds 


00 

m 
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Robins are little thrushes 



There is no such thing as a garden bird. Some birds are largely tied to 
human habitation for their nesting areas (think House Martins, House 
Sparrows and Swifts), but the birds that visit our gardens are mostly 
woodland birds seeing our domesticated lots of land as an extension of 
their ‘natural ‘ habitat. Of course, the provision of ‘free food’ helps draw 
in some birds of open country as well as woodland, but in general, garden 
bird ID is a very useful first step on the road to woodland bird ID. 


Young thrushes are similar in many ways to their parents, but even spottier. 
This goes for Blackbirds, too, which are typical thrushes but exceptionally 
dark ones. Remember, too, that Robins are chats, which is just another word 
for smaller thrush species. And their thrushy-ness is most clearly seen in 
the youngsters, which are also extensively speckled, just like babies of the 
larger thrushes, but in miniature. So, don’t be confused when a Robin-sized, 
speckled bird comes to feed on those mealworms you put out. 




SNAP IT! 

Have you taken a great shot of a 
garden bird? If so, why not share it 
with other readers; send photos to: 
birdwatching@bauermedia.co.uk 


Juvenile tits 


In the summer, as if by magic, those endlessly squeaking garden nestboxes fall 
silent. The baby tits have fledged. The next challenge, if the local cats haven’t 
already scoffed them, is to find where the brood of baby tits has got to (they can 
be surprisingly elusive among the vegetation, though usually betray their presence 
by their begging calls). Even if you can’t see the parent birds, ID of very young tits 
is reasonably straightforward. Basically, they look very like the adults in terms of 
pattern, but lack the clean cut contrast of colours and usually show their pattern in 
green and yellow (lacking the clean blues and whites of older birds). 


NEXT MONTH’S 
CHALLENGE 

Autumn chats and thrushes 
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COLLECT 

&KEEP 


Every month we bring 
you 10 more sites to 



10 GREAT SITES FOR BRILLIANT BIRDWATCHING 





MORE 

SITES 

Fora full list 
of the sites we’ve 
featured, go to 
birdwatching. 
co.uk/gbindex 


HORRID HILL 


CUDMORE GROVE CP 


BRANDON MARSH 


J \ Sites may be best visited by car, or a car may 
be required to get from point to point. 

^ Requires birding to be done on foot. 

Specified points to visit, but can be done in any order (known as 

O KEYPOINTS) 

Specified points to visit and are best done in numerical order 
oW (known asWAYMARKERS) 

NB: The MILES ON FOOT is the amount of miles you will need to walk and not 
necessarily the amount of miles in the whole route. The Tl ME is how many hours we 
recommend. So, if there are fewer miles per hour, it could be that there is more to see. 


RIPON GRAVEL PITS 


KEY 


MACHRIE MOOR 


AFON LERI 


ABERTHAW 


ROADWATER 
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GO BIRDING 


SITE 1 AYRSHIRE // £<S>Vio MILES ON FOOT: 3 TIME: 1.5 

MACHRIE MOOR 


Stone circles and roundhouses set in rolling moorland 




Maclifia 
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Ballymichaal 
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O riginally built more 
than 4,000 years ago 
at the intersection of 
two valleys, where, on the 
summer solstice, the sun 
rises above a distinctive 
notch on the skyline, there 
are remnants of six stone 
circles and two 
roundhouses dotted around 
the more modern derelict 
remains of Moss Farm. 

This is not a route for dog 
walkers, as it passes through 
open fields of livestock and 
ground-nesting birds. Starting 


TOP TIP 

Watch out for hares 
racing between 
the sheep 


furrow contours, among 
which Curlew prod and call. 

On the opposite side of the 
track is a slightly sunken 
water course with shrubs 
and gorse, so listen for 
Willow Warblers and 
Blackcaps flitting around. 
Passing the derelict Moss 
Farm, take time to scan the 
old buildings for Barn Owls, 
before heading on to the 
circles themselves. These 
are quite impressive, 
interlinked with good paths 


Sky Lark 


off at the signed car park 
beside the main road, look for 
Meadow Pipits and Pheasants 
picking their way between the 
sheep. Following the path, 
you pass old potato fields 
with distinctive ridge and 


KEY POINTS 

I Car park (grid ref: NR 895 330): 

Watch out for Wrens, Starlings 
and Song Thrush. The immediate 
fields are criss-crossed by Swallows. 

2 Path (NR 898 328): On your 
right, Curlew and Meadow 
Pipit, to your left watch the shrubs 
and gorse for Willow Warblers, 
Linnet and Blackcaps. Follow the 
path through a dog-leg turn, right 
up to the first round house site 
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SITE GUIDE 

POSTCODE: KA278DX 
GRID REF: NR895 330 
HOWTOGET THERE: Drive north 
from Blackwaterfoot on the A841 
coast road for three miles and the car 
park is signed by Historic Scotland 
WHERETO PARK: 

No charge for parking or entrance, 
donations welcome 
TERRAIN: Well laid track over a slight 
rise, a little loose underfoot but easily 
managed. There are a couple of stiles 
and gates to open and close 
ACCESSIBILITY: Open all year round, 
the track is not suitable for disabled 
access and although dogs are allowed 
on a lead, during lambing season this 
would be unwise 

FACILITIES: None on site. Pubs and 
shops in Blackwaterfoot 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: A bus service 
passes the entrance throughout the 
day, however, these services are timed 
to meet the ferry at Brodick, so check 
times with SPT-tel: 0845 2712405 
or 0141333 3690 
email: bus@sptco.uk 
ORGANISATIONS: Historic 
Scotland, web: historicenvironment. 
scot/visit-a-place/places/moss-farm- 
road-stone-circle 
COUNTY RECORDER: 

Fraser Simpson, email: 
recorder@ayrshire-birding.org.uk 
MAPS: OS Explorer 361, ' 

OS Landranger 69 


and unlike other sites, not 
roped off, so you can go 
right up to the stones; the 
area is alive with Sky Larks, 
but don’t forget to look up 
and, at the hills beyond for 
passing raptors. Make your 
way back along the track to 
the car park. 

DAVID CHARNOCK 


where you should start to pick 
up Sky Larks. 


Moss Farm (NR 909 325): 
Barn Owl, Pied Wagtail and 
also Goldfinch. 


4 Stone Circles (NR 912 
324): You should now be 
surrounded by Sky Larks, but 
watch out for passing Lapwing 
and Buzzards. 
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SITE 2 NORTH YORKSHIRE miles on FOOT: 4 TIME: 4 hours 




Bridge 1 
Hewick 


(p Thorpe? 
MP Cott 
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Gelhvood 

Hall 
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RIPON GRAVEL PITS 


SITE GUIDE 


GRID REF: SE 330 701 
POSTCODE: HG45AA 
HOW TO GET THERE: From the 
A1M, from the south take the junction 
48 (A59) to Boroughbridge and then 
onto the A168 parallel to the 
motorway, coming off on the B6265 
to Ripon. Follow on towards Ripon, 
turning into the concrete car park just 
over the River lire Bridge, close to the 
race course 

WHERE TO PARK: Car park 100 
I ya rds over the bridge. There is a 
I muddy one also by the bridge 
TERRAIN: The paths are often 
I muddy with wet areas to watch out for. 
The return paths by the towpath are 
hard, as well as the road footpath. 
Beware of the traffic on the B6265. 
Best to use stout footwear 
OPENING TIMES: All year round 
FACILITIES: In Ripon 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Buses run 
I from Ripon to Boroughbridge and you 
I can ask to be dropped off at the race 
I course. Traveline, tel: 0871200 22 33 
LOCAL GUIDE: Web: walkingbritain. 

I co.uk/walk-2403-introduction 
ORGANISATIONS: Yorkshire 
Naturalists’ Union, C/O NEYEDC, 

I 10a Minster Gates, York YOI7HL. 

Ian Court, tel: 01535 658 582 
CLUB CONTACT: Harrogate and 
District Naturalists Society 
I web: hdns.org.uk/membership 
I email: val.smithl@talktalk.net 
i COUNTY RECORDER: Yorkshire 
North (West), Steve Worwood, 

I email: steve@worwood.entadsl.com 
I Yorkshire North (East), Phil Bone, 
email: philsarab@aol.co.uk 
I MAPS: OS Explorer 299, 

OS Landranger 104 


R ipon is surrounded by 
many gravel workings, 
often made into 
permanent areas of water, as 
well as nature reserves, such 
as Staverley, Nosterfield and 
High Batts just upstream, to 
name a few. 

This walk gives you a mixed 
habitat route with river, open 
fields, lagoons, canal and 
even lush Crack Willow 
stands, which are becoming 
much harder to find these 
days and were once the 
habitat of Lesser Spotted 
Woodpeckers, along these 
river corridors, with the 
fast-growing trees giving 
them plenty of places to make 
their holes each spring. 

With so much varied habitat, 
you’ll find a wide mix of bird 
species, starting with Grey, 
Pied and, occasionally, the 


declining Yellow Wagtail, 
which I remember as a boy 
was everywhere around here. 
Dippers will be around the 
bridge, and Goosander, which 
used to be a winter visitor, 
now breeds. 

The number of duck species 
using the area has expanded 
with all this new water, with 
Mandarin, wintering Wigeon, 
Shoveler, Teal and even Smew 
in winter. Check through your 
Tufted Ducks for the odd 
Scaup, and who would have 
thought Little Egrets could be 
found this far inland in 
Yorkshire! The feral Greylag 
and Canada Geese need 
looking at, in winter, to see if 
anything has joined them, 
with European White-fronted, 
Pink-footed and Tundra Bean 
already recorded. 

The mud has brought in 


Dipper 


Bogs r 


Givenc 

Grant 


Pectoral Sandpiper, Whimbrel 
and Jack Snipe, while Little 
Gulls and Arctic Terns have 
dropped in. An escaped 
White-tailed Eagle was a 
sight, but Ospreys follow the 
river and can drop in on 
migration; also look for 
Red Kites. 

JOHN MILES 


Mixed habitat and some great birds! 


OTHER WILDLIFE 

Otters are likely 
along with 
Roe Deer 










KEY POINTS 

1 Start by the River Ure, 
following a public footpath 
along the river. Check the river for 
species like wagtails, sawbills, and 
other ducks. 

2 Check the large Crack 
Willow for breeding warblers 
and the chance of woodpeckers 
in the trees. 


Scan the lagoons for 
mixed wildfowl and 
breeding passerines. 


4 Scan over the river fields for 
feeding waders and gulls in 
winter. Look back on the lagoons 
for egrets and waders. 


5 Walk the edge of the river 
till you reach the towpath as 
part of the Ripon Rowel walk. 


6 Walk back checking the 
many lagoons over the race 
course. Follow back to where you 
started by the footpaths along 
the B6265. 
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GO BIRDING 


SITE 3 NORFOLK//^- ° To MILES ON FOOT: 2 TIME: 2 HOURS 

TED ELLIS NR 




T he reserve comprises 
130 acres of marsh 
carr and wood. These 
are the last 
remaining tidal 
marshes and carrs 
on the River Yare. It 
has been described as 
a wild and remote area of 
open fen, reedbeds, Alder 
and willow woodlands with 
two small broads and a 
nature trail. 

Thanks to Ted Ellis’s 
amazing dedication to the 
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site, David Bellamy wrote: 
“Wheatfen is, in its way, as 
important as Mount Everest, 
or the giant redwood forests 
of America. It is probably 
the best bit of fen land we 
have, because we know so 
much about it.” 

Due to the tides. Bitterns 
do not breed here but fly in 
from across the River Yare. 
Bearded Tits and Reed 
Warblers do breed and 
Marsh Harriers hunt the 
area with Hen Harriers 
occasionally present in 
winter. Ospreys pass 
through while Sparrowhawk 
and Buzzard are local. 
Grasshopper Warblers join 
the list of warblers at this 
site while Marsh Warbler 


KEY POINTS 

1 Drive into the small car park and 
head off north along the many 
trails. Listen for warblers in spring. 

2 Check the open areas for a 
mixture of geese and swans 
grazing, as there may be oddments 
in the flock. 

Listen for reedbed birds and 
'check the channels for the ripples 
of aquatic mammals. 


SITE GUIDE 

POSTCODE: NR147AL 
GRID REF: TG 325 057 
HOW TO GET THERE: Come off 
the A47 onto the A146 turning on the 
minor road to Bramerton. Carry on to 
Surlingham and once through the 
village take a right at the crossroads 
and the reserve is a few hundred 
metres down on your left 
WHERE TO PARK: 

Small car park as you enter the reserve. 
Contributions welcome 
TERRAIN: 

Flat with most paths liable to flood, 
especially in winter. Some boardwalks 
are suitable for wheelchairs. 
Waterproof footwear is advisable 

FACILITIES: 

Nothing on site - you’ll need to head 
back to the edge of Norwich 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Buses and 
trains from Norwich, call Traveline, 
tel: 0871200 2233 
LOCAL INFO: web: broads-authority. 
gov.uk & facebook.com/ 
groups/108886053969/ 
ORGANISATIONS: Wheatfen Broad 
- Ted Ellis Trust, Wheatfen Broad, The 
Covey, Surlingham, Norwich, Norfolk 
NR147AL.Ccontact David Nobbs, 
tel: 01508 538036, web: wheatfen.org 
CLUB CONTACT: Norfolk 
Ornithologists’ Association, web: 
noa.org.uk/rspb.org.uk/groups/norwich 
COUNTY RECORDER: 

Norfolk, Chris Allen 
email: birdrecorder@nnns.org.uk 
MAPS: OS Explorer OL40, 

OS Landranger 133,134 


was an exciting rarity in 
recent years. Cattle Egret was 
a great find in the open fields 
nearby while summer sees 
the Swallowtail butterfly 
a big hit with visitors along 
with Silver-washed Fritillary, 
Hairy Dragonfly (spring) 
and Scarce Chaser 
(dragonfly) to add to the list. 
JOHN MILES 


4 Check the sky for passing 
raptors, with harriers likely 
both in summer and winter. 
Scan any open water for ducks 
and grebes. 


5 Check Wheatfen Broad 
for dragonflies and also 
damselflies in summer. Return to 
the car park via Surlingham Wood 
looking for passage migrants 
using the trees. 
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SITE 4 CEREDIGION // ft oUio MILES ON FOOT: 4 TIME: 3 HOURS 


AFON LERI 


A bird-rich tidal river walk 



TOP TIP 

Choose a calm day, 
as windy days make 
viewing difficult 



F rom a birding point of 
view, the section of the 
river, as it flows into the 
Dyfi Estuary, offers plenty of 
variety, from waders to 
warblers fliting alongside the 
reed-fringed bankside 
vegetation. The Afon Leri 
rises at Llyn-Craig-y-Pistyll, 
which supplies water to 
nearby Aberystwyth, before 
flowing through Talybont and 
onwards through Borth and 
into the Dyfi Estuary at 
Ynyslas. It passes through the 
surrounding Borth Bog (Cors 
Fochno), one of the finest 
raised peat bogs in Britain. 

KEY POINTS 

1 Follow the Ceredigion 
footpath, the metal gate 
is located next to the railway 
line opposite the boatyard. 

From the footbridge check for 
Oystercatcher, Redshank and 
Wheatear near the rocks by 
the house. Swallows and House 
Martins hawk over the water. 

2 The reed-fringed bog attracts 
Sedge Warblers in good 
numbers together with Reed 
Warblers and there is even a 
chance of Cetti’s Warbler. Check 
fence lines for Stonechat and 
Whinchat. Common Sandpipers 
breed while Lapwing and 
Redshank will be present on Cors 
Fochno. Listen for Grasshopper 
Warblers, Sky Larks, Linnets and 



Where it flows into the 
estuary, there can be good 
numbers of waders, 
particularly during passage 
periods, which include 
Whimbrel, Sanderling and 


Meadow Pipit are a common 
sight. Water Rails, too. 

Small copses may attract 
Garden Warblers. Listen for 
Cuckoo and watch the skies for 
overhead raptors. Chance of Barn 
Owl during evenings. 

Retrace your steps and follow 
the footpath which skirts the 
boatyard towards the estuary. 

This is a good place to see 
butterflies in spring. 

5 Scan the river channel. 

Shelduck, Grey Heron, Dunlin, 
Ringed Plover, Redshank and 
Whimbrel during passage periods 
take a liking to this area. Cattle 
Egrets recorded nearby. 


Knot, together with larger 
numbers of Dunlin and 
Ringed Plover. Common 
Sandpipers breed, while the 
surrounds hold breeding 
Lapwing, Redshank and 
Snipe. During spring and 
summer, the reedbeds are full 
of song from Sedge and Reed 
Warblers, and this is an 
excellent area to listen for 
reeling Grasshopper Warblers, 
on a calm day. 

Red Kites and Buzzards 
patrol the skies and there are 
also occasional records of 
Marsh and Hen Harriers (the 
latter of which roost during 
winter) and the declining 
Merlin. Recent rarities to the 
area have included Purple 
Heron, Glossy Ibis and 
Woodchat Shrike, while 


SITE GUIDE 


GRID REF: SN 616 909 
POSTCODE: SY245LA 
HOWTO GET THERE: Located 
between Borth and Ynyslas on the 
B4353, around nine miles north of 
Aberystwyth and 12 miles south of 
Machynlleth off the A4159 
WHERE TO PARK: Room fora 
couple of cars near the compound by 
the railway crossing. Otherwise park at 
Ynyslas on the beach where there is 
a charge of £2 at the time of writing 
(remember to check the high tide 
timetables as the beach can become 
flooded on high tides) 

TERRAIN: An easy walk along a 
grassy embankment, which can 
become very wet after heavy rain. Wet 
at the estuary after high tide 
ACCESSIBILITY: At all times. Dogs 
allowed under control. Not suitable for 
wheelchair access 

FACILITIES: 

A few shops, pubs and toilets in nearby 
Borth. Visitor centre with toilets and 
small shop at Ynyslas dunes 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Buses run 
from Aberystwyth to Borth and 
Ynyslas. Nearest train station is 
at Borth (unmanned), which is within 
walking distance, web: traveline.cymru/ 

ORGANISATIONS: 

Welsh Ornithological Society, 
web: birdsin.wales 
County recorder: Russell Jones, 
email: russell.jones@rspb.org.uk 
MAPS: OS Explorer OL23 or 213, 

OS Landranger 155 


a female King Eider, found in 
2017, found the river and 
surrounding sandbanks to her 
liking, and was seen again in 
2018 and 2019; and may be 
still in the area - so she is 
well worth searching for. 

PETE HACKETT 
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GO BIRDING 


SITE 5 WARWICKSHIRE //ft °Co miles on foot 3 TIME: 3 hours 

BRANDON MARSH 



Reedbeds and wetlands on the edge of a major city 


TOP TIP 

There’s an excellent cafe in 




B randon Marsh, a 

Warwickshire Wildlife 
Trust reserve, would 
be a great place to watch birds 
anywhere. The fact that it’s 
just a minute or two from the 
noise and fumes of the 
Coventry ring-road makes it 
all the more enjoyable. 

It has extensive reedbeds, 
which have attracted passing 
Bitterns and Bearded Tits, but 
which at all times are home to 


Water Rails, so listen out. 
Grey Herons are also 
regular, and there are plenty 
of Reed and Sedge Warblers, 
in summer. 

Whenever you’re alongside 
water keep an eye and ear 
open for Kingfishers and, in 
spring and summer. Cuckoos 
are usually somewhere close 
at hand. Ospreys are also 
pretty regular on passage, 
while Buzzards and Kestrels 
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can be seen hunting over 
the open areas, as can Barn 
Owls at dusk. 

Both ducks and gulls vary in 
numbers and variety 
depending on the time of year, 
and, likewise, wader sightings 
can depend on water levels; 
but Lapwings and Redshanks 


KEY POINTS 

1 Don’t overlook the hide in front 
of the visitor centre - expect 
Chaffinch, Goldfinch, Greenfinch, 
the four commoner tits, Reed 
Bunting and Great Spotted 
Woodpecker, plus garden birds. 

2 East Marsh Lake has several 
hides - look for breeding Little 
Ringed Plovers, plus Lapwings and 
Redshanks and other waders such as 
Dunlin or Greenshank on passage, 
plus Common Terns in summer, and 
a variety of gulls 


SITE GUIDE 

GRID REF: SP 387755 
POSTCODE: CV33GW 
HOWTO GETTHERE: Just off the 
A45. From Toll-Bar Island where the 
A45 and A46 meet, follow the A45 
away from Coventry for 200m, then 
turn left into Brandon Lane. The 
reserve is about a mile along on the 
right hand side. From Brandon village, 
follow the road past the ‘Royal Oak’: 
the Nature Centre is about 1.5 miles 
along on the left 
WHERETO PARK: 

Outside the visitor centre 
TERRAIN: 

Paths can be muddy and puddly after 
wet weather, and there are some steps 
in areas, but mainly level 
ACCESSIBILITY: Many of the hides 
can be reached by wheelchair users. 
Access outside opening hours for 
Wildlife Trust members only 
FACILITIES: Visitor centre has a cafe, 
shop, toilets and covered outside 
picnic areas 

WEBSIT E: brandonbirding.co.uk/ 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Nearest 
railway station is Coventry. Buses stop 
in Brandon village, and near Toll-Bar 
junction - call Traveline for details 
ORGANISATIONS: 

Warwickshire Wildlife Trust, 

web: warwickshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/ 

BrandonMarsh 

COUNTY RECORDER: Chris Hill, 
email: warks-recorder@ 
westmidlandbirdclub.org.uk 
MAPS: OS Explorer 221, OS 
Landranger 140 


are regular, and the site has 
a good record of attracting 
passage waders. 


MATT MERRITT 


3 Teal Pool gets dabbling ducks, 
especially (you guessed it) 

Teal, and has also been a good 
spot for Green Sandpipers in 
autumn in the past, so keep an 
eye open for them. 

4 As well as hides, there 
are benches you can sit 
on to enjoy overlooking both 
reedbed and open areas. Listen 
and look for Cuckoos here in 
spring, plus warblers, and Buzzards 
soaring overhead. 
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SITE 6 ESSEX // <h/*> miles on foot 3 time: 2 hours 

CUDMORE GROVE CP 



M ersea Island is 
situated on the 
famously indented 
east coastline of Essex at the 
confluence of the River Colne 
and the Blackwater estuary. 

At the eastern end of the 
island, Cudmore Grove 
Country Park is the ideal focal 
point for a birding walk that 
takes in a variety of habitats, 
including coastal scrub, 
copses, farmland, small 
marshes and the extensive 
intertidal channels, mudflats 
and sand-bars of the Colne 
and Brightlingsea Reach. 

Also of interest is a low 


WAYMARKERS 

1 A good vantage point to scan 
the channel for feeding waders 
such as Curlew, Oystercatcher, 
Ringed Plover, Dunlin, Sanderling, 
Black-tailed and Bar-tailed 
Godwits and Redshank. Little 
Egret, Grey Heron, Turnstone, 
Rock and Meadow Pipits, Pied 
and Grey Wagtail haunt the rocky 
foreshore. Flocks of gulls and 
terns loaf on sand-bars, including 
Mediterranean and Yellow-legged 
Gulls, Sandwich and Little Tern. 

2 Open scrub and scattered 
trees attracts passage 
migrants, typically Whitethroat 
and Lesser Whitethroat, 
Chiffchaff, Blackcap, Willow 


sandstone cliff where a 
number of significant fossil 
remains have been discovered 
in the past. Relict wartime 
gun emplacements and 
blockhouses survive from 
past conflicts, providing 
suitable lookout points from 
which to scan the surrounding 
estuary for shorebirds, terns 
and gulls on the move. 

Given a strong easterly blow, 
seabirds such as Arctic Skua, 
or maybe a shearwater could 
be forced close to shore, along 
with more expected fare such 
as Gannet, Fulmar, auks and 
sea ducks. 


Warbler, Whinchat and Spotted 
Flycatcher. An adjacent reedbed 
holds Sedge, Reed and Cetti’s 
Warblers, Water Rail and also 
Little Grebe. 

Recently tilled farmland should 
deliver flocks of Lapwings, 
gulls, corvids, partridges and 
pigeons, plus Sky Lark, Meadow 
Pipit and Wheatear. Check the 
margins for Little Owl, Buzzard, 
Kestrel, finches, tits and Stonechat. 

4 Another good spot to 
scan the river margins for 
Common and Green Sandpipers, 
Snipe, Kingfisher, Grey Wagtail 
and Little Egret. 


Scattered scrub along the 
southern shore, beside several 
small ponds, is the best spot 
on the island for the chance of 
a scarce passerine among the 
commoner warblers and chats. 
The ponds also attract passing 
flocks of hirundines to hawk 
insects on cool, wet days. 

The inland section of the 
walk encompasses arable 
farmland butting up to salt 
marsh, a good area for a 
hunting bird of prey such as 
a Marsh Harrier or even a 
migrant Osprey following the 
coastline south. 

Flocks of finches, buntings 
and pipits should be checked 
for something unusual in their 
midst. This is a suitable walk 
to be accompanied by a well 


SITE GUIDE 

GRID REF: TM 065146 
POSTCODE: C058UE 
HOWTO GET THERE: 

From Colchester take the B1025 south 
for 6 miles towards Mersea Island. Once 
across the causeway onto the island 
take the left hand fork, East Road, 
signposted to East Mersea. After 
3 miles turn right along Broman’s 
Lane to the site 

WHERE TO PARK: Pay and display 
car park (open 8am to dusk) signposted 
to Cudmore Grove CP off the lane 
TERRAIN: Mostly on the level with 
good paths, some surfaced and suitable 
for wheelchair users 

ACCESS: 

Year-round access on public footpaths 
FACILITIES: Cafe, toilets, picnic area, 
several interpretive boards and 
children’s play area 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: First Group 
Buses operate the No 67 Service from 
Colchester to Mersea Island, 
web: firstgroup.com 
ORGANISATIONS: Essex County 
Council:, web: essex.gov.uk 
CLUB CONTACT: Essex Birdwatching 
Society, Peter Dwyer, 48 Churchill 
Avenue, Halstead, Essex, C09 2BE. 

Tel: 01787 476524, web: ebws.org.uk 
COUNTY RECORDER: 

Mick Tracey, tel: 07500 866335, 
email: inf.ebws@gmail.com 
MAPS: OS Explorer 184, 

OS Landranger 168 


behaved canine companion, 
while the facilities of the 
country park cafe offer some 
welcome refreshments, once 
you have completed the 
circular walk. 

PAULTRODD 




birdwatching.co.uk 59 


© CROWN COPYRIGHT 2017 ORDNANCE SURVEY. MEDIA 026/16 














GO BIRDING 




V.’o U- 1 .5 

'' " ■AjrfieJd;' 


LUn^fldtiQ 


r Kertsan. 


X lljM It# l*fl 


St Athan 
.sin Taths 


Button': 


foniront 

Ffwiy-m 


Giteston 

in« 

/ 

jjtfjgjgh/ a 
Cwiwj 


A^L*g«’ 


frt-v-Baryr 
'ont-y-gari 


ABERTHAW 


Birdwatching in the shadow of a mighty industrial area 


B reaksea Point, 

Aberthaw, almost the 
most southerly point of 
mainland Wales, is 12 miles 
from Minehead on the 
Somerset shore. Well 
described as “the rockiest 
beach along this coast”, a 
beach, which includes four 
prominent tidal ponds, marks 
the eastern end of the 
Glamorgan Heritage Coast. 

Where the River Thaw meets 
the sea, a small but important 
shipping and ship building 
port developed, which only 

KEY POINTS 

1 Summer visitors include Reed 
and Sedge Warblers beside 
the lagoon with Whitethroats, 
Lesser Whitethroats nearby 
while the Yellow-browed Warbler 
has been recorded in autumn. 
Tufted Duck and Mute Swans are 
resident, and might Water Rails 
nest? They are certainly present in 
winter when Woodcocks are likely 
in the woodlands. 

2 The tidal ponds attract Grey 
Herons and Little Egrets 
and the open shores Bar-tailed 
Godwit, Curlew, Dunlin, Knot, 
Oystercatcher, Turnstone and 
Purple Sandpiper, the latter 
particularly elusive but always well 
worth searching for. 

3 Fail to pay attention to the 
power station in autumn and 


closed in the mid-19th 
Century. The Blue Anchor Inn 
on the hill above, where many 
a thirst was quenched, dates 
from 1380, and, not 
surprisingly, there are many 
tales of the smuggling which 
took place hereabouts. The 
grass-covered slopes of the 
ash tip above the eastern 
boundary have sadly 
consumed a large lagoon, 
once much frequented by 
birds, notable records being 
those of Spotted Crake, 
Temminck’s Stint and Least 


winter and you may miss out on 
Black Redstarts. Peregrines nest on 
the coast no great distance away, 
might they also choose one of 
the high rise buildings of the 
power plant? 

4 Those most magical of 

seabirds, the Manx Shearwater 
and Storm Petrel are always 
possible offshore, more so during 
stormy autumn weather which 
can drive Kittiwakes, Arctic 
and Great Skuas well up the 
Bristol Channel. 

5 Brent Geese feed on the shore, 
while Red-throated Divers are 
usually present at sea, with up to 
40 recorded on some occasions. 
Do not overlook the Rock Pipits 
and with good fortune in winter, 
Water Pipits, also. 


TOP TIP 

Check your tide 
tables, a rising tide 


Sandpiper. Do not despair, the 
fragment and surrounding 
wetland which remains, both 
easily viewed, are always 
worthy of attention. Breeding 
birds include Tufted Duck and 
Mute Swan on the lagoon, 
Whitethroats, Lesser 
Whitethroats, Reed, Sedge 
and Willow Warblers, Linnets 
and Reed Buntings in the 
surrounding reedbeds and 
scrub. Offshore flocks of 
Manx Shearwaters, from the 
magnificent colonies on the 
Pembrokeshire islands, are 
likely, sometimes as feeding 
flocks or, in the autumn, 
storm-driven birds which just 
a few weeks later will forage 
off the coasts of Brazil, 
Uruguay and Argentina. 

DAVID SAUNDERS 


SITE GUIDE 

GRID REF: ST035663 
POST CODE: CF623DD (for the 
Blue Anchor Inn, East Aberthaw) 
HOWTO GET THERE: 

From Barry and further east by the 
A4226 followed by the B4265. 

From Bridgend and the west use 
the B4265 
WHERETO PARK: 

At the Blue Anchor Inn or close to 
the shore at West Aberthaw 
TERRAIN: Narrow footpaths which 
can be very muddy need to be 
negotiated to reach the lagoon and 
East Aberthaw shore from where an 
excellent footpath leads all the way 
to West Aberthaw 
ACCESS: Open at all times. The 
footpath behind a substantial 
seawall for much of the way has, at 
intervals, steep steps allowing access 
to the beach 

FACILITIES: The Blue Anchor Inn is 
superbly located for the returning 
birdwatcher, otherwise head for 
St Athan or Llantwit Major 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: 

Daily bus service between Barry and 
Bridgend passes through Aberthaw, 
less frequent on Sundays. Frequent 
rail service between Barry and 
Bridgend passes through Aberthaw, 
nearest stations being Llantwit 
Major and Rhoose 
CLUB CONTACT: Glamorgan Bird 
Club, Becky Carrington, email: 
seaetary@glamorganbhds.org.uk 
WEBSITES: Glamorgan Birds, 
web: glamorganbirds.org.uk 

COUNTY RECORDER: 

Phil Bristow, 2 Forest Oak Close, 
Cyncoed, Cardiff, CF23 6QN. 

Tel: 07769 973 890 
email: phlbrstw@gmail.com 
MAPS: OS Explorer 151, 

OS Landranger 170 
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SITE 7 GLAMORGAN // ft miles on foot 4TIME: 3 hours 
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SITE 8 KENT //X" miles on foot 3 time: 3 hours 


HORRID HILL 


Search for passage migrants on the Medway estuary 


SITE GUIDE 



TOP TIP 

Visit on a rising tide 
for close views 
of waders 



H orrid Hill peninsula is 
set within the 
confines of Riverside 
Country Park, a local 
authority holding, on the 
southern shore of the 
extensive intertidal mudflats 
of the River Medway estuary. 

The hill was a former 
cement works, with some of 
the building structures 
surviving to this day and 
a suitable spot for a passing 
Black Redstart or Wheatear to 
pause awhile, as well as 
affording a good viewpoint 
across the RSPB reserve of 
Nor Marsh. Much of the 
remaining area is covered in 
thick scrub, an ideal 
sanctuary for migrating 
warblers to roost and refuel 


WAYMARKERS 


on their southward 
travels, and 
often attracting the 
occasional Spotted or Pied 
Flycatchers and Redstart, 

At low tide a myriad of 
islets, gullies and rills emerge 
from the sea, to reveal superb 
habitat for thousands of 
migrating shorebirds. In 
among the scurrying hordes 
of Dunlin and Sanderiing on 
the mud search for gems such 
as Little Stint or Curlew 
Sandpiper, while Green and 
Common Sandpipers are likely 
closer to the shore line. 
Garrulous flocks of Sandwich 
Terns, having nested locally, 
should still be present loafing 
on sand-bars, alongside 
Common Terns and the 


Sandwich Tern 



chance of 
Little, Black or 
Arctic Terns, Gull 
flocks often hold large 
numbers of Mediterranean 
Gulls. The eastern section of 
the walk around Motney Hill 
is a good spot for birds of prey 
and observing visible 
migration along the river 
mouth. Flocks of Swallows 
and martins hawk insects 
over the scrub, which in turn 
attract one or two Hobbies. 

An excellent range of 
facilities provided by Medway 
Council make this a popular 
venue with visitors from the 


MAP REF: TQ 807 683 
POSTCODE: ME72XH 
HOWTO GET THERE: From the 
A289 at Gillingham take the B2004 
to Lower Halstow. After one mile, at 
Lower Twydall, turn left off the Lower 
Rainham Road signposted to 
Riverside Country Park 
WHERE TO PARK: Pay and display 
car park at Riverside Country Park, 
open from 8am until dusk 
TERRAIN: A combination of mostly 
surfaced footpaths on level ground 
suitable for wheelchair access 
ACCESS: Open access on public 
rights of way throughout 
FACILITIES: Full range including 
cafe, toilets, cycle tracks, picnic area 
and visitor centre 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Stagecoach 
operate a bus service in the Medway 
towns and there is a train station at 
Gillingham. Traveline, tel: 0871200 
22 33. Web: travehnesoutheastorg.uk 
ORGANISATION: Medway Council, 
web: medway.gov.uk / Riverside CP, 
Lower Rainham Road, Rainham, Kent 
ME72XH. Tel: 01634 337 432 
CLUB CONTACT: Kent 
Ornithological Secretary, Dr. Stephen 
Wood, 4 Jubilee Cottage, Throwley, 
Farstal, Kent, ME13 0PJ. Tel: 01795 
890485, web: kentos.org.uk 

Barry 

Wright, 6 Hatton Close, Northfleet, 
Kent, DA118SD. Tel: 01474 320918. 
E-mail: umbrellabirds66@gmail.com 
MAPS: OS Explorer 149, 

OS Landranger 178 


nearby Medway towns of 
Gillingham, Rochester and 
Chatham, making an early 
morning visit essential to 
avoid the crowds. 
PAULTRODD 


I At low tide check the 
mud for waders, typically 
Oystercatcher, Curlew, Avocet, 
Redshank, Ringed Plover, Black 
and Bar-tailed Godwits, Knot, 
Dunlin and Sanderiing. Wildfowl 
include Shelduck, while Little 
Egret and Grey Heron hunt the 
creeks. Sandwich and Common 
Terns loaf on sand-bars among 
hundreds of gulls, including 
Yellow-legged Gulls. 

2 The causeway out to Horrid 
Hill often attracts Turnstone, 
Redshank, Rock Pipit, and Grey 
and Pied Wagtails to feed on 
the weedy rocks. Thick scrub 
on the island can hold passage 


migrants, typically Willow Warbler, 
Chiffchaff, Whitethroats and 
Lesser Whitethroats, Goldcrest 
and Firecrest, plus the likes of 
Long-tailed Tit, Cetti’s Warbler, 
Linnet, Stonechat, Reed Bunting 
and Goldfinch. 

3 A good vantage point for 
scanning for raptors such 
as Buzzard, Marsh Harrier, 
Sparrowhawk and Hobby on the 
move. Overhead visible migration 
can involve large numbers of 
hirundines along with a few Yellow 
and Grey Wagtails, Meadow 
Pipits, Starlings and, as the season 
advances, corvids, Sky Lark, finches, 
buntings and incoming thrushes. 
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GO BIRDING 


SITE 9 SOMERSET //^ »!% mh.es on foot 2.75 time: 3 hours 


ROADWATER 



TOP TIP 

The Valiant Soldier Inn in 
Roadwater village offers 
refreshment, and the 
village shop is great for 
chocolate and 
ice cream 
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O n the eastern edge of 
Exmoor, this pastoral 
landscape was once 
abuzz with Exmoor’s mining 
heritage. The old Mineral 
Line runs through the valley, 
along which trains once 
brought iron ore from mines 
in the Brendon Hills to ships 
at Watchet. The trains ceased 
at the end of the 19th 
Century and the area is now 
an idyllic spot for walkers 
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and wildlife. The long¬ 
distance Coleridge Way 
footpath traverses the 
hillside above the valley, 
commemorating the poet 
who lived in this area and 
the end of the 18th Century 
- one of his most poetically 
productive times. 

Rich with wild flowers in 
spring and summer, the 
fields above the river valley 
are punctuated by pockets 
of mixed woodland flanking 
the hillsides. 

Some recent felling has 
created a lovely mosaic of 
habitats. Buzzards soar 


KEY POINTS 

I The Coleridge Way, heading 
south on the eastern side of the 
valley is an inviting grassy path 
with glorious views. Along here 
we spotted Buzzards, Ravens and 
Sky Larks. Along the hedgerows 
we found Linnets, Bullfinches and 
Goldfinches and we also watched 
Mallards flying determinedly along 
the valley, high above the river. 

2 There are pockets of woodland 
all along the valley but Pit Wood 
yielded the gem of the walk - we 


SITE GUIDE 

GRID REF: ST 031381 
POSTCODE: TA230QY 
HOWTO GET THERE: 
Roadwater is on the eastern side of 
Exmoor and can be accessed off 
the A39. Drive through the village, 
passing the shop/post office on 
your left, and take the second left 
after this, Harpers Lane (you reach 
it quickly and it’s very narrow; a sign 
indicates that you are heading for 
the old Mineral Line). 

In 50m, take the first right, along 
the old Mineral Line 
WHERE TO PARK: The old 
Mineral Line, along which there are 
several places to pull in. Please be 
considerate towards residents 
TERRAIN AND ACCESSIBILITY: 
Easy walking and always accessible. 
The outward journey is along field 
and woodland paths. The return 
trip is along a very quiet, surfaced 
lane that only leads to the mill, so 
very little traffic 
FACILITIES: Village shop in 
Roadwater. Also Valiant Soldier Inn, 
Roadwater, TA230QZ. Tel: 01984 
640223. No toilets on the route 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: None 
ORGANISATIONS: Somerset 
Wildlife Trust: 34 Wellington Road, 
Taunton TA15AW. Tel: 01823 652 
400, web: somersetwildlife.org 
COUNTY RECORDER: 

Brian Gibbs, email: brian.gibbs@ 
somersetbirding.org.uk 
MAPS: OS Explorer OL9, 

OS Landranger 181 


above, and in the margins 
of conifer woodland, we 
watched a Goshawk 
hunting a Song Thrush. 

Pastoral gardens and 
paddocks closer to the river 
may offer Blackcaps and 
Coal Tits, among others. 
SIMONE STANBROOK-BYRNE 


had excellent views of a Goshawk 
pursuing smaller birds among the 
trees, very typical behaviour. 

Walking back along the old 

Mineral Line, we came across a 
Blackcap near Pitt Mill. Delightful 
gardens are dotted along this 
lane and here we saw Willow 
Warblers, Chiffchaffs, Swallows 
and House Martins. Also look out 
for Pied Wagtails, Blue, Coal and 
Great Tits, Chaffinches and the 
ubiquitous Robins and Blackbirds. 
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SITE 10 HAMPSHIRE // ft °Mo MILES ON FOOT: 2.5 TIME: 3 HOURS 



Stunning views and birdlife to match 


CHALTON 


TOP TIP 

Early morning or late 
evening visits are 
recommended 


t is hard to imagine a site 
so close to the busy A3 
having such an array of 
wildlife, archaeology, history 
and lovely views, plus 
reputedly one of the oldest 
pubs in Hampshire! 

So, this is a must-visit to 


while away a few hours, if you 
are heading to or from the 
coast. The land rises to 143m, 
affording good views of the 
valley below, while to the 



west is the higher Windmill 
Hill, rising to 193m, which 
gives wonderful views to the 
Hampshire coast, at least if 
you avoid a misty day! 

In spring, the area will be 
full of singing Sky Larks, 
and Linnets, while there is 
still a chance of the once 
more widespread Turtle 
Dove as summer progresses. 
Mediterranean Gulls may be 
seen in the area during 
summer, passing over from 
their breeding grounds in 
Langstone Harbour. 

The walk is popular 
with ramblers and dog- 
walkers, with many off 
leads due to the mainly 
arable surrounds. Indeed 
fine views can be had from 




SITE GUIDE 

GRID REF: SU 730160 
POSTCODE: PO80BG 
HOWTO GET THERE: Located 
between Waterloovile and Petersfield 
near Clanfied off the busy A3 
WHERE TO PARK: If frequenting 
the Red Lion pub it is possible to park 
there. There is also a car park at Butser 
Ancient Farm where charges apply. 
The roads around are narrow and 
need care when walking 
TERRAIN: Fairly easy walking along 
the Staunton Way footpath on a 
steady incline from Chalton. Fairly dry. 
Steeper climb but straight to Windmill 
Hill from New Barn Farm Lane 
(postcode P08 OQG) 
ACCESSIBILITY: At all times. Dogs 
allowed along the public footpaths 
I FACILITIES: The Red Lion pub for 
I food, drink and toilets. 

Tel: 023 9259 2246. 

I Butser Ancient Farm is open seven 
I days a week (April to September) with 
I a visitor centre and toilets 
I WEBSITE: 

I Hampshire Birding, 

I goingbirding.co.uk/hants/birdnews.asp 
I PUBLIC TRANSPORT: None to 
I site. Nearest rail station is Petersfield. 

I Nearest bus stop is about half a mile 
I away in Clanfield 

I ORGANISATIONS: 

I Hampshire Ornithological Society, 

I web : hos.org.uk 

I CLUB CONTACT: Kay Shillitoe, HOS 
I Membership,‘Westerly’, Hundred 
I Acres Road, Wickham P017 6HY 
I COUNTY RECORDER: 

I Keith Betton, 

I email: keithbetton@hotmail.com 
I MAPS: OS Explorer 0L8, 

I OS Landranger 185,196,197 


the pub garden so what 
better than a bit of birding 
over a pint or two! 


PETE HACKETT 


KEY POINTS 

Go throughi St Michael & All 
Angels churchyard opposite 
the Red Lion pub. Fdere, there are 
Nuthatch, Chaffinch, Goldfinch, 
Goldcrest, Collared Dove and 
Song Thrush. Brimstone butterfly 
will be on the wing from late winter 
if the weather is mild. 

2 Follow the Staunton Way 
footpath. Singing Sky Larks 
fill the air, together with good 
numbers of Linnets and a few 
Meadow Pipits, Rooks, Pheasants 
and Red-legged Partridges. Still a 
chance of the much-declined 
Turtle Dove from late spring. 


From the higher points scan 
the skyline for a passing Red 
Kite or Raven. Hedgerows hold 
Dunnock, Whitethroat and the 
occasional passage Redstart, while 
small copses hold Chiffchaff, 
Blackcap, Garden and Willow 
Warblers. 

Windmill Hill attracts 
passage Wheatears and 
Stonechats, especially in autumn 
and affords good views over to 
the Solent. This is a good spot 
for visible migration so keep an 
eye open, and an ear trained to 
listen for passing birds. 
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The little bird that demonstrates a number of extraordinary 

quirks when it comes to mating... 


T he Wood Warbler is among 

a trio of similar, yellow-green 
warblers that adorn our 
woodlands, especially those in 
the west and north, in the 
spring and summer. When it arrives in 
spring, there is evidence that the Wood 
Warbler does something quite 
extraordinary. It is so extraordinary that 
you might not even believe it. To make 
things still more mysterious, it only does 
this astonishing thing on the Continent - or 
at least, all the evidence comes from there. 

The Wood Warbler is, in many ways, the 
least known among the three ‘sister’ leaf 
warbler species. Chiffchaffs and Willow 


Warblers are very common and widespread 
in Britain (1.2 million and 2.4 million 
breeding pairs), while the Wood Warbler is 
much rarer (6,500 pairs). A Willow Warbler 
will settle for almost any scrubby woodland 
edge, and a Chiffchaff for almost any tall 
deciduous woodland; they are so unfussy 
that you are as likely to find them near 
a motorway service station as in a nature 
reserve. Not so the Wood Warbler - it 
insists on a certain type of woodland, tall 
with a closed canopy, and very little in the 
way of undergrowth. It is commonest in the 
Sessile Oak woods of Britain, which are 
perfect fit for it. 

It is a curiosity that the Wood Warbler 


never seems to make it onto the list of 
Britain’s favourite birds. It is by far the 
most attractive of the three ‘sister’ 
warblers. It is like a Willow Warbler dolled 
up for a party, with its perfectly clean 
white belly, brilliant yellow eye-makeup 
and seemingly glistening Beech-green 
wings. It is also, as we will see, more than 
a little mysterious. Soon, I will reveal all 
about its extraordinary Continental quirk, 
but it would be a shame not to delve into 
some of its other quirks before that. It turns 
out there are many. 

For example, have you ever seen a 
Wood Warbler on a coastal migration 
station, either in spring or autumn? 
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Insects/spidefs 


White-bellied and pale¬ 
legged, the amount of yellow 
on the throat of a Wood 
Warbler is highly variable 
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WOOD WARBLER SPECIES 


You probably haven’t. At either season 
both Chiffchaffs and Willow Warblers 
abound in coastal scrub as they stop to 
refuel, while a Wood Warbler is a real 
prize. Indeed, almost any small migrant, 
from a Redstart to a Swallow, is easier to 
find in transit than a Wood Warbler. It 
seems that the latter simply melts away. 

The reality is more interesting still. In 
the autumn, all the evidence suggests that 
Wood Warblers leave their breeding 
territories and fly direct to Italy or the 
Balkans without a break. They then refuel 
and, remarkably, then fly straight over the 
Sahara Desert in a single flight to their 
Sahelian wintering grounds. This is in 
sharp contrast to the ‘sister’ warblers. The 
Chiffchaff is the classic Easyjet or Ryanair 
migrant (there are other carriers) - flying 
a relatively short distance in all (e.g. to 
Spain), often leaving late (at least in public 
perception), ail crammed together with no 
frills. The Willow Warbler can be likened 
to a frequent flyer, travelling a long way but 
in short hops, at least at the beginning of its 
journey {often just a few miles at first.) The 
Wood Warbler, though, flies long-haul, 
travelling a great distance with just a 
couple of stopovers if that and, judging by 
its immaculate appearance, in first class. 

In the spring, Wood Warblers 
use the same strategy 


although, instead of going past the central 
or east Mediterranean, they tack much 
further to the west and return via Morocco. 
Once again, though, they largely avoid 
stopping on the British coast and arrive 
straight on the territory, overnight. 


Always enigmatic 

Once they arrive here, Wood Warblers don’t 
stop being enigmatic. For example, the 
males have two songs that are so different 
that they sound like they come from two 
separate species. The best-known is a 
delightful shivering trill, accelerating 
towards the end, which has been likened 
to the sound of a spinning coin coming to 
rest. The second song is a pure, fluty 
‘piu-piu-piu’, which drops slightly in pitch. 

The question is: why have two, entirely 
separate songs? The Willow Warbler only 
has one (so far as we can tell) and, 
although the Chiffchaff will sometimes 
insert a few hesitant hiccups between its 
chiffs and its chaffs, these hardly count as 
a separate phrase. 

Some recent studies provide a clue. There 
is some evidence that the shivering trill is 
mainly uttered by unpaired birds, on 
territory but without a mate, while 
the 'piu’ song is primarily used 
by paired up, monogamous 
males. However, the link 
isn't entirely dear. And 
that’s because, at least in 
Europe, the mating 
system of Wood 
Warblers is much r 
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SPECIES FACTFILE 

WOOD WARBLER 


Scientific name: Phylloscopus sibilatrix 


Length: 12-13cm 


Wingspan: 19.5-24cm 


Habitat; 


Deciduous forest 


Diet: 


UK numbers: 

6,500 breeding males 


WHERE TO SEE THEM: 

In the UK, it’s predominantly seen in upland 
Sessile Oak woods in the west and north. 
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Wood Warblers throw themselves 
whole-heartedly into their song, even 
quivering their body ‘in time’ 


SISTER WARBLERS 




«THE WOOD WARBLER FLIES LONG-HAUL, 
TRAVELLING A GREAT DISTANCE WITH 
JUST A COUPLE OF STOPOVERS 99 
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The Chiffchaff is, of course, named after its 
simple, repetitive ‘chiff chaff chiff chiffchaff ’song. 
The call is a soft ‘hweet’. 



Willow Warblers have a sweet, descending, wistful, 
sweeping warble, quite unlike the songs of the 
other leaf warblers. The call is ‘hooeet’. 


more complicated and curious. 

In some parts of their range, Wood 
Warblers practise a breeding system called, 
rather splendidly, ‘polyterritoriality.’ What 
happens is this: a male sings on its territory 
and attracts a female, whereupon they pair 
up and the female lays eggs. While the 
female is incubating, the male suddenly 
sets up another territory, which may be far 
away (hundreds of metres) from its 
primary territory. It then reverts to singing 
its shivering song and, in a small number 
of cases, it attracts a second female. When 
this happens, the male will mate with its 
secondary female to produce another 
clutch. However, by the time this happens, 
the original (primary) female’s eggs have 
hatched, and the male’s attention is then 
diverted away from the ‘poly territory’ to 
care for its original brood. 

The same thing happens, famously, in 
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WOOD WARBLER SPECIES 



the case of Pied Flycatchers, which share 
the Sessile Oak habitat of the Wood 
Warblers. In this species, it is thought that 
the male, by being absent and far away 
(maybe out of earshot?) while the primary 
female incubates, deceives its secondary 
mate by ‘pretending’ to be unpaired. 

In Wood Warblers, though, a 
significantly different set of parameters 
is at play. By building their nests on the 
ground, Wood Warblers are significantly 
more vulnerable to predation than are 
Pied Flycatchers. 

Far from being deceived, it is likely that 
a female Wood Warbler accepts being a 
secondary female, aware that there is 
a strong likelihood that the primary 
female’s nest, a vulnerable ball of 
vegetation on the ground, will be predated 
by a gallery of predators, such as Jay, 
Buzzard and mammals such as Weasels. 

When that happens, the male Wood 
Warbler will throw itself into caring for its 
secondary brood. 

Bizarre behaviour 

The predation rate of Wood Warbler nests 
is one explanation as to why they have that 
extraordinary behavioural quirk referred to 
at the beginning. In the European part of 
their range, at least, Wood Warblers have 
a truly bizarre characteristic, unique 
among small insectivorous summer 
migrants. They are nomadic. 

The vast majority of bird species are site 
faithful; that is, they return to the same 
breeding place each year. Your garden 
Blackbird is, as is the Swallow on the 
farmhouse building. The ability of migrants 
to return to last year’s breeding site, or 


their natal area, is legendary. But Wood 
Warblers are not always site faithful, and 
in Central Europe they frequently change 
location from year to year. So, for 
example, one study recorded 167 singing 
males one year, and 56 in the same patch 
of woodland in another. 

They can be common one year, but 
the next year they have all gone 
somewhere else, and the next year, 
somewhere else again. 

Remarkably, the presence or absence 
of large numbers of singing males is 
correlated with rodent outbreaks (voles 
and other rodents, such as lemmings, 
typically show cycles of population of 
boom and bust). In years and areas of 
high rodent abundance, the Wood 
Warblers vanish - they arrive, but they 
don’t settle. 


There are two reasons why the birds 
should avoid settling in an area with a high 
rodent population. Firstly, the rodents 
themselves can be nest predators; and 
secondly, the high volumes of rodent flesh 
attract an influx of animals that will also 
depredate the Wood Warblers. 

The nomadic nature of Wood Warblers 
in parts of the Continent, therefore, seems 
to be caused by rodent population 
fluctuations. That’s surprising enough. 

But the most amazing question is this: 
how on earth does a Wood Warbler monitor 
a rodent population? Do they see them, 
smell them, hear them or somehow monitor 
their activity - and do that quickly enough 
to avoid a whole district? How could they 
possibly do this? It is a complete and 
wonderful mystery - concerning a 
completely wonderful bird. ESI 
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18x50 IS.£1059 

10x42 LIS.£1299 

10x32IS.£1099 

12x32 IS.£1149 

14x32IS.£1199 



MEADE 


Wilderness 8x25.£59 

Wilderness 10x25.£59 

Wilderness 8x32.£79 

Wilderness 10x32.£79 

Wilderness 8x42.£89 

Wilderness 10x42.£89 

Rainforest Pro 8x32.£129 

Rainforest Pro 10x32.£129 

Rainforest Pro 8x42.£159 

Rainforest Pro 10x42.£159 
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TRIPODS & CASES 

Ace Stay-on-case for Leica Televid 62/77 Angled .£80 

Ace Stay-on-case for Swarovski ATS/ATM 65/80 .£80 

Ace Stay-on-case for Swarovski ATX/STX 65/85/95. £105 

Kenro Carbon Video/Scope Tripod .£219 

KiteArdea Carbon Fibre Tripod With 128RCHead .£389 

Swarovski ATS/STS 65/80 Stay-on-case .£179 

Swarovski ATX/STX 65/85/95 Stay-on-case complete .... £192 

Swarovski BTX 65/85/95 Stay-on-case complete .£245 

Swarovski CCT Tripod .£697 

Swarovski PCT Tripod .£739 

Swarovski CTH Head .£370 


Prices include VAT, are correct at time of going to print & are subject to change without notice • Visit our website for full details & the latest prices 
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aceoptics.co.uk 


16 Green Street. Bath, BA12JZ 

Fax: 01225 469 761 • Email: optics@aceoptics.co.uk 

Open Monday to Saturday, 09:00-17:45hrs - Online 24/7 
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10x42 

£469 

8x42 

£449 


"A GREAT BINOCULAR 
AT A HARD TO BEAT PRICE"* 

Avian has become known for outstanding value, we buy direct from Japan 
and incorporate all the latest optical upgrades including ED glass (extra 
low dispersion) for the highest contrast and brightest image, in this, our 
flagship model. The EVO has a lightweight, robust, all metal construction 

and is fully waterproof. 


SP 


ULTRALITE 


Centre¬ 
focussing 
waterproof 
binoculars. 

8x42 SPECIAL OFFER! .£49 

10x42 SPECIAL OFFER! .£49 



Weighing in at only 
390g the Ultralite 
8x32 combines 
large binocular 
performance with 
compact binocular 
convenience. 


* 


8x32 


••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 


£169 


*Quote from Bird Watching review, May 2018 



ED82 MAGNESIUM 

Magnesium alloy body 
ED multi-coatea optics 
Waterproof & nitrogen filled 


ED82&30X ..CLEARANCE£449 


LITE OPEN BRIDGE Now Back In Stock 

The open bridge design allows a reduction of materials & hence a marked 
weight reduction from more traditional models. High resolution optics 
couple with ergonomic, comfortable design allowing hours of pleasurable 
viewing. Lenses are multi coated, all models are fully waterproof and boast 

a generous field of view. 

*Focusing is satisfyingly precise and quick" 
"The colour feels very natural" 
U "Coped well on murky days" 

Review from Birdwatching 



I 8x32 8x42 

r £189 £199 

10x42 

£219 



LITE COMPACT 

8x28.£189 

10x28.£199 


VORTEX 

Viper HD 8x42.£499 

Viper HD 10x42.£519 

Viper HD 10x50.£579 

Viper HD 12x50.£589 

Diamondback8x32.£185 

Diamondback8x42.£199 

Diamondback 10x42.... £205 
Diamondback 10x50.... £225 

Solo Monocular 8x25.£47 

Solo Monocular 10x25... £50 

Solo Monocular 8x36.£95 

Solo Monocular 10x36.£105 





Razor HD 50mm Straight or Angled 
with 11 -33x £459 £399 LIMITED STOCK 



Razor HD 65mm Straight or Angled 



Razor HD 85mm Straight or Angled 


with 27-60x£1379 
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LEICA 

Noctivid 8x42.£1829 

Noctivid 10x42.£1929 

Ultravid 8x32 HD+...£1469 
Ultravid 10x32 HD+ ...£1499 
Ultravid 7x42 HD+...£1619 
Ultravid 8x42 HD+ ...£1679 
Ultravid 10x42 HD+...£1699 

Ultravid 8x20 BR_£549 

Ultravid 10x25 BR_£569 

Trinovid8x32 HD.......£699 

Trinovid 10x32 HD.......£749 


& 



1.8x Converter 25-50x Eyepiece 
£285 £635 



APO Televid 65mm Straight or Angled 
25-50x Kit £2049 



APO Televid 82mm straight or Angled 
25-50x Kit £2495 









Here at Ace we offer a huge range of top quality 
optics all at discounted prices, available to buy 
online, over the phone or at our store situated 
in the beautiful city of Bath. Viewing facilities 
are available including the chance to see our 
resident Goshawk. Should you visit and make a 
purchase over £99 we will treat you to a pie & a 
pint at the award winning Old Green Tree pub. 


\ 
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— 

Avian EyeShields are made of flexible Telescope 
rubber & fit most types of binocular. £*| *| JQ 
They cradle your eyes, cutting out 
ambient light & significantly improve 
your viewing experience. They also 
protect against wind, dust, rain & 
snow and can be folded down when 

not in use. £17.50 

___ 



Compact 

£17.50 


\ Twinpack 

£24.95 
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K0WA 

601/602 Body.£469 

601/602 &30xW.£698 

601/602 &20-60X.£768 

663M/664M Body.£899 

663M/664M & 30xW.£1099 

663M/664M & 20-60x.£1179 

773/774 Body.£1629 

773/774 &25-60X.£2198 

82SV Body.£689 

883/884 Body.£1999 

Neoprene Stay-on-Case 50x £29 

Stay-on-Case 55x.£109 

Stay-on-Case 60x.£53 

Stay-on-Case 66x.£59 

Stay-on-Case 77x.£69 

Stay-on-Case 82x.£56 

Stay-on-Case 88x.£71 

Luxury Neoprene SoC 553. £159 
Luxury Neoprene SoC 88x. £179 

Digi Adapter iPhone 7.£62 

TS-EX161,6x Extender.£249 

TS-EX16S1,6x Extender.£259 

>._ 


TSN-883/884 Package 

KOWA OFFER - 
LIMITED STOCK 



• TSN-883/884 Scope Body 

• C-881/2 Stay-on-Case 

• TE-11WZ 25-60x Eyepiece 

• FREE Cleaning Kit (Worth £20) 

only £2299 

TE-11WZ25-60xW.£569 

TE-14WD 30xW.£229 

TE-9Z 20-60x.£299 



8x22 Genesis.£589 

10x22 Genesis.£619 

8x33 Genesis.£879 

10x33 Genesis.£929 

8.5x44 Genesis.£1049 

10x44 Genesis.£1129 

8x25 BD.£209 

10x25 BD.£229 

6x30 YF.£125 

8x30 YF.£135 

8x25 SV .£85 

10x25 SV .£92 

8x32 SV .£199 

10x32 SV .£209 

8x42 SV .£215 

10x42 SV .£225 


TSN-500/550 v 

Series SYSTEM 

iOTIIOIIIIO PfiLIt 



TSN-501 (Angled).£269 

TSN-502 (Straight).£269 



TSN-553 (Angled).£1549 

TSN-554 (Straight).£1549 


E&OE • Free UK postage for items over £200 • Add £7.50 for UK delivery on items below £200 










































































YOURVIEW 

PHOTOS, LETTER, TWEETS, QUESTIONS - HAVE YOUR SAY 


GET IN TOUCH 

birdwatching@bauermedia.co.uk 
a facebook.com/BirdWatchingMag 
t twitter.com/BirdWatchingMag 


Bird Watching, Media House, 

Lynch Wood, Peterborough PE2 6EA 


In response to 
Bo Beolens and cats... 

I have just read Bo’s excellent 
article regarding cats (Bird 
Watching, July). I agree with 
the sentiments expressed in 
his article. However, I would 
go further, much further. 

Firstly, I would make it a 
mandatory requirement of cat 
ownership that the cat is 
sterilised. Failure to comply 
would result in a fine for the 
owner. Secondly, I would ban 
the sale of cats. This would 
remove any financial 
inducement to breed cats. 

The aim, and hopefully, the 
outcome of these two policies 
would be to completely 
eradicate the cat population 
in the UK. We have to take a 
stand. It’s either indigenous 
wildlife or a domestic pet. 

As the RSPB says - whenever 
there is conflict, then wildlife 
comes first. 

Feral populations would 
be systematically destroyed 
(advice from Australia 
welcome). Existing cats would 
be allowed to live out their 


lives of course. However, all 
cats would be forced to stay 
indoors at all times. Any cat 
seen outside would be subject 
to confiscation by the 
authorities. The owner would 
have seven days to reclaim the 
cat and pay a £500 fine. 

A second such confiscation 
would lead to a £1,000 fine. 
Euthanasia (of the cat, not the 
owner), would result should 
the cat be found roaming a 
third time. 

As Bo said, I would never 
hurt a cat. But I want an 
environment where an 
unrestricted apex predator 
which is responsible for the 
deaths of millions of birds is 
no longer given free rein. Any 
other such animal would not 
be tolerated. 

John Douglas 

The debate about cats is a 
distraction, akin to 
rearranging the deckchairs on 
the Titanic. The invasive 
species par excellence is the 
Human Race, and we have 
caused innumerable 



extinctions and continue to do 
so. More important than cats 
in the destruction of birds is 
the number of humans and 
the way we live. Our industry, 
agriculture and economic 
system are unsustainable and 
are destructive to life. Unlike 
cats, who simply do what they 
do, we now understand many 
of the consequences of how 
we live, but little is changing. 
There is something more 
important to debate and act 
upon than the behaviour of 
cats and their minders. 

Roger Hardcastle 

I totally agree with the 
sentiments expressed by Bo 
Beolens. It is high time that 
the impact on the environment 
of seemingly ever-increasing 
numbers of cats and dogs, is 
brought into the arena of 
public debate: from the 
millions of birds and small 
mammals killed by cats, to the 
habitat disturbance caused by 
dogs, not to mention the 
environmental impact of pet 
food production. 

Until the climate of public 
opinion can be changed, I fear 


that a voluntary approach, as 
suggested by Bo, is overly 
optimistic; and any legislation 
to curb pet numbers or their 
activities will be deemed 
politically too unpopular for 
our pet obsessed nation. 

Joy Croot 

How birding helped me 

2016 was a difficult year for 
me - I struggled daily with 
work and felt I needed 
something to help me forget 
work, on my days off. I’ve 
always loved birds and 
photography, so decided that, 
in the new year, I would join 
the RSPB and start going out 
early weekend mornings for 
a walk and hopefully get some 
photos. My usual hobbies are 
card making and 
scrapbooking, so I decided to 
incorporate them all! 

I made the scrapbook as the 
year went on using my 
favourite photos and printed 
extra prints so that, in 2018, 
all of my greetings cards were 
made using my photos. This 
really helped the way I was 
feeling, it gave me a focus 
again and I have made new 


Send your snaps to birdwatching@bauermedia.co.uk to be in 

with a chance of seeing your photo in print. All images should 
be high resolution JPEG files. 

D White-tailed Eagle by Jeff Smith 

Camera: Nikon D500 Lens: 70-200mm 
Shutter Speed: 1/5,000s Aperture: f/ll ISO: 1,000 

B Black Tern by Dennis Stinton 

Camera: Canon EOS 750D Lens: 150-600mm 
Shutter Speed: l/2,000s Aperture: f/6.3 ISO: 1,250 

B Stonechats by Andrew Whittaker 

Camera: Nikon COOLPIX P900 Lens: 24-2,000mm 
Shutter Speed: l/200s Aperture: f/5.6 ISO: 200 

D Sedge Warbler by Kev Bowers 

Camera: Nikon D7200 Lens: 150-600mm 
Shutter Speed: 1/1,600 Aperture: f/6.3 ISO: 640 
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friends in the process. 

I recommend birdwatching to 
friends as a good way of 
relaxing and always pass on 
my Bird Watching magazine 
in the hope that it will 
inspire others to get out 
there into nature! 

Pauline (via email) 

Birding ‘turf wars’ 

We have a sparrow that thinks 
it’s a House Martin. The nest 
is No.2 and was half-built by 
our regular House Martins 
right next to another occupied 
nest (No.l) when this sparrow 
decided to ‘squat’. It sits on the 
nest for hours ‘chiswick’-ing 
away and is very aggressive 
towards the House Martins at 
No.l. The builders of No.2 
have since given up and gone 
round to No.3, where there is 
a right old ‘turf war’ going on 
with the incumbents there! 

It’s all very entertaining but 
a bit noisy and very messy. 


Alphabetical list? 

I am very much enjoying 
My200BirdYear and I 
thoroughly agree with Paul 
Brook’s observation “don’t 
compare yourself to others. 
Enjoy what you see”. I also 
liked James Walsh’s 
thoughtful piece (Bird 
Watching, July). However, we 
are not all academics, and I do 
not appreciate the list of the 
200 being in ornithological 
groups, as opposed to an 
alphabetical list, I find it time 
consuming and frustrating. 
Dai Lloyd-Hughes 

■ The editor says: We intend 
to provide both for next year, 
Dai, so thanks for the 
suggestion. Taxonomic order 
is what you find in field 
guides (although these can 
differ a little), but we can see 
how alphabetical order might 
suit some birders better. 




PICS FROM OUR 
FACEBOOK GROUP 

Join our dedicated #My200BirdYear Facebook 
group and share your best birding experiences 
and images with the community: 



facebook.com/groups/My200BirdYear 
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WETLANDS 
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walk from Tottenham Hale station 


Wildlife Experts/ Engaging Talks/Guided Walks 
Species Identification / Urban Birding / Optics Demos 
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Visit londonwildlifefest.com for more 
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Send all your birding questions to 

birdwatching@bauermedia.co.uk and our 
experts will give you the answers 


two. Some have adapted (through 
evolution) their fore limbs into 
wings and can now fly, or glide. If 
quadrupedalism is such a 
successful strategy, why have no 
birds evolved to walk on four legs? 
Nick Sutton 


Birds evolved from dinosaurs. 
Indeed it can be argued that 
birds are dinosaurs; or, as at least 
one famous evolutionary biologist 
has stated, dinosaurs are birds! 
Modern birds evolved from 
four-limbed reptiles, where the 
fore-limbs have become extensively 
feathered and the hind limbs used 
for perching, walking etc. Even 
modern flightless birds have 
evolved from winged’ ancestors. 

There has not, in the evolutionary 
history (over tens of millions of 
years) of modern birds, come a 
time, when a bird has transitioned 
between using the fore-wings for 
flight to using them for walking. 

And it is hard to see how or why this 
would happen in the future. 

Incidentally, the opposite’ has 
occurred, with some bird-like 
dinosaurs and early birds having 
long feathers on their hind legs (as 
well as their fore-limbs), which may 
have allowed at least gliding flight. 


Polish morphs? 

Are the Mute Swans in this 
picture Polish morphs? It 
was taken in Brockwell Park near 
Brixton and shows three 
conventional Mute Swan cygnets 
and two much paler ones. There is 
a third pale cygnet outside of view. 
Given the contrast, I’m tempted to 
ID the paler siblings as Polish 
morphs but am puzzled by the 
volume in this one family. I’m of 
the understanding that Polish 
swans are fairly rare occurrence, 
so your thoughts on my 
interpretation would be much 
appreciated. 

Chris Evans 


The term ‘Polish swan’ has 
been applied to Mute Swan 
cygnets which are white (instead of 
grey) and have correspondingly 
pinkish-grey legs and feet. [Note 
that this is Polish as in from Poland, 


CAN YOU HELP ME IDENTIFY THIS 
EAGLE, PLEASE 

This picture was taken in Kaziranga, Assam, India, on 
18 November 2018 . The bird was slightly bigger than a 
Buzzard. My guess was that it was one of the spotted eagles. 

Our guides had identified flying eagles as Greater, so perhaps 
Greater or Indian. However studying the internet makes me think 
more like Lesser. Can you help? 

John Donaldson 


Your bird is not a spotted eagle, John, but a Crested Serpent 
Eagle, with all the key features of a perched bird shown well in 
your excellent photo (the long black crest is held flat on the nape). 
They are quite common and widespread across southern Asia (from 
India to eastern China and south to Malaysia and the Indonesian 
islands. As the name suggests, this is a reptile specialist, and they can 
spend considerable amount of time sitting still in trees awaiting 
action below! 


rather than polish, as in Mr Sheen]. 
The name apparently derives from 
some young Mute Swans imported 
to London from the Polish Baltic 
coast at the start of the 19th 
Century. These birds, with white 
feathering, were initially thought to 
be a separate ‘Polish’ species. The 
colour, or lack of it, is probably 
caused by a chromosomal pigment 
deficiency and mixed broods of 
‘Polish’ and ‘normal’ cygnets are not 
uncommon, (depending on the 
number of inherited chromosomes). 
And, yes, you appear to have one of 
these mixed broods. 


What is this bird? 

I spotted this bird at the end 
of May, and thought it was 
a Cetti’s Warbler. Another party 
thought it was a Whitethroat. 
What is your valued opinion? 
Chris Farrell 


Why not four legs? 

Most mammals walk on four 
legs, at least one notable 
exception has evolved to walk on 


The other party was correct, 
Chris, this is indeed a 
Whitethroat, or Common 
Whitethroat if you prefer. There is 
a certain resemblance to Cetti’s 
Warbler (rufous upperparts, paler 
underparts), but they tail is too long, 
there are obvious rufous fringes to 
the wing feathers and a white 
eye-ring (as well as a white throat). 
Judging by its brown (not grey) 
head, it is probably a female. 



Name the owl 

I I just got back from Israel 
where I came across this 
juvenile owl, but have struggled to 
identify it. Could it be a Eurasian 
Scops Owl? 

John Donaldson 


We think your baby owl is 
a young Tawny Owl, John. 
The barring on the breast and belly, 
the facial disc and the overall shape 
and colour all look typical for this 
species. Tawnies are pretty 
widespread owls, and indeed are 
resident in parts of Israel. 
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arden distractions 


This month, Clare reveals how everyday life has been interrupted by the 
comings and goings of new birdlife in her garden... 


I ’m late again 

submitting this column. 
You won’t be surprised 
to hear that. The garden 
is so busy that I’m 
really not up for sitting 
down at my computer, but I so 
want to tell you all that has 
been happening, and until 
I have my own TV show*, I 
have to write it all down. 

But first, hold on a moment. 
I’m just going to close the 
curtains so I can’t keep 
looking out of the window. 

OK, I’m back. 

I had a lie down in the 
hammock yesterday. I’d been 
gifted a copy of Wilding - the 


story of a rewilding project in 
Sussex and I wanted to get 
stuck in. I was distracted by a 
buzzing and went cross-eyed 
watching a hoverfly who was 
almost perched on the tip of 
my nose. He wouldn’t let up 
and I couldn’t read the words 
properly, so I put the book 
down. As I did, I heard a 
tapping noise, looked up into 
the Silver Birch and there he 
was - a Great Spotted 
Woodpecker. I had no idea 
there were so big in real life! 
Their tongues are longer than 
Mr Tickle’s arms and stretch 
around their skull - this one 
didn’t hang around for long 


enough for me to get my tape 
measure out, but I’m told it’s 
about 10cm. Incredible! 

BTO data informs me that 
there has been a ‘rapid 
increase’ in Great Spotted 
Woodpeckers since the 1970s 
and that may well be 
attributed to an abundance of 
bird feeders now in UK 
gardens. In fact, we should 
take a break from chastising 
our race for a minute to 
celebrate some wonderful 
news. More research from the 
BTO has revealed that bird 
feeders are helping to support 
wild bird populations with 
finches becoming more 


regular visitors. The caveat 
here however, is that feeders 
must be kept super clean as 
diseases can be, and have 
been, easily spread. 

With the arrival of so many 
new birds, I love to sack off 
my work and sit in the garden 
watching them. Sparrow and 
Starling young are plentiful 
and are often on the lawn, 
mouths agape, waiting to be 
fed. It seems to be a 
confusing, chaotic time, so 
much so, I saw a sparrow 
feeding a fluffy Blue Tit on 
the apple tree. I have never 
seen cross-species feeding 
before but yes, it does 
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Birds may be attracted to your soft fruits, such as 
raspberry and gooseberry. If you can stand it, let them 
take a few, but to protect the others, cover them with 
4cm netting, hung taut and with old CDs attached to 
it - this should help ensure that birds don’t get tangled 
up in it. 

Start letting flowers (and vegetables if you grow 
them), run to seed to provide food for birds and other 
wildlife. Seedheads look more attractive than bare earth 
in the winter. 

Leave some windfall apples, pears and plums for birds 
such as Blackbirds (and, as the year draws on, Redwings 
and Fieldfares) to feed on. 

Dead-head roses and other perennial plants to 
encourage them to keep flowering for longer. 

) If we do eventually get some hot weather, allow lawns to 
grow slightly longer. This will stop them starting to look 
bare and parched, and provide more insect and seed food 
for garden birds. 

If you have a pond, you may well need to top up levels 
with rainwater on a regular basis, to prevent it from 
drying out too much through evaporation. Do so 
carefully, avoiding disturbing dragonflies, etc. 

To do this, you’ll need a rainwater butt. Make sure that 
it’s covered with a sturdy fine wire mesh (or a solid cover, 
assuming it’s being fed from your gutters), to prevent 
birds, other wild creatures or even pet cats from falling in 
and becoming trapped. 


happen. A pair of chickless 
Robins have been observed 
feeding baby thrushes (sadly 
not by me) and while no one 
can quite explain it, it’s a 
fascinating phenomenon. I’d 
love to know if you’ve 
witnessed it? 

Still being relatively new to 
this house and village makes 
every day pretty exciting and 
I’m finding out a lot about the 
local wildlife by talking to 
neighbours (luring people 
into conversations 
about birds is 
less divisive 
than politics, 
that's for 
sure). I J d seen 


some Swifts briefly 
clinging bat-like to the 
outside of the house under 
the gutter. I’ve never made 
any secret of being an 
inexperienced birder, but 
I knew they were Swifts. 

This was confirmed 
during a conversation with 
one of my favourite villagers 
who had grown up here. He 
recounted stories of coming 
down the road from school 
with a bag of sweets and 
almost having to duck as 
Swifts swooped above his 
head. “You wouldn’t believe 
it! And the noise!" he 


said “but they all 



houses got new roofs.” 

The Swifts didn’t return 
to mine as they clearly 
decided it wasn’t suitable 
place for their nest, but I 
loved seeing them. I so 
wished that the roof of my 
house was still slate, as it was 
when my friend was a lad. 

Other birds are not so fussy. 
Sparrows are currently 
nesting in the guttering above 
the bathroom - one sits on 
the roof every day, singing for 
his supper, and there was a 
lone one in the bush the other 
day. A fuzzy thing, a bad flier 
with L plates on. 

There’s been a Collared 
Dove sat on a pick-up-sticks 
style nest in the apple tree 
over the past couple of weeks. 
In the evenings, I tried to sit 
close by and waited for her 
partner to return and take 
over for the night shift. I’d 
read that when this 
changeover happens, it’s not 
uncommon for them to 
snuggle up on the nest for a 
while for a cuddle. I really 


wanted to see it. 

A day or two later, I 
found an egg on the ground. 

I spotted it when I was inside 
eating dinner and hoped it 
was a stone. I looked up. 

The bird was gone. It made 
me feel something, 
disappointed maybe? I tried 
not to think about the 
woodpecker and how he 
could have been the culprit. 

The Goldfinches, who I told 
you about last month have 
had their babies. They 
spend a lot of time around the 
Hazel tree waiting to be fed; 
they perch somewhat 
unsteadily. I love to watch 
them and, as I do, cannot 
believe that they were almost 
eradicated in the 1930s. 

I’m sure there’s other stuff 
going on outside as we talk so 
if it’s OK, I’m going to open 
the curtains now and get back 
to watching them? Same time 
next month, yeah? 

*1 was on The Bill once. I played 
a woman who walked to the 
vending machine and back. 


A baby Goldfinch waiting 
to be fed by its parents 
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cliftoncameras 

The Optical Experts 


PREMIER DEALER 


Short-eared owl {Asia fiammeus) 


ELWB Binoculars 


SLC Binoculars 


CL Pocket Binoculars 




FREE BIRD GUIDE 
& CLEANING KIT 


Razor-sharp clarity 
Close focus 1,5m 
HO Optics 


8x32 EL - £ 1520/ 10x32 EL - £ 1550 / 8.5x42 EL - E1065 
10x42 EL - £1890/ 10x50EL - £1999/ 12x50 EL - £2025 



8x42 £1225 1 10x42 £1289 

8x56 £ 1510 / 10x56 £ 1549 / 15x56 £ 1599 



8x25 CL £525 / 10x25 CL £569 


Habicht Binoculars 



Lightweight 
armored design 

Bright images in 
poor light 

Nitrogen NJed 



8x30 W £695 / 7x42 W £649 

10x40 W £785/ 7x42 GA £810/10x40 GA £865 


EL Rangefinder Binoculars 



Measures distances 
up to 1500 yds 


Accuracy of 1yd 
in under 1 sec 


In -View LCD Display 



8x42 WB £2275/10x42 W8 £2349 
8x420 Range £2275 / 10x42 O-Range £2349 


ATS HD / STS HD Scopes 



Classic high quality 
spotting scope 



ATS/STS 65 HD & 20-60x / F.bJJ or with 25-50xW E1604 
ATS/STS 80 HO & 20-60* / t 20OH or with 25-50xW i JO30 


CL Companion Binoculars - The Freedom to Experience More 


NEW 2017 Model I Improved Optics | Increased Transmission | Lightweight 


2 colours available 
Green or Anthracite 


You'll never miss out with the new CL Companion. 

These efegant binoculars with impressive optics fit perfectly In your hand. 
They are always with you to ensure you make the most of every sigh!in9. 


3 Kits available: 

Wild Nature, Urban Jungle, or 
Northern Lights 

8x30 Kits from EB39] 10x30 Kits from EB55 




ATX / STX Modular Scopes 




Choose your ideal Combination 
Revolutionising Sirding 

The New Generation of scopes, compact, 
versatile and optically stunning 

First choose an ATX (angled) or STX (straight) 
eyepiece then add either a 



FREE BIRD GUIDE 
& CLEANING KIT 


25 60x65 Objective module - Kit Price f.7269 or a 
25-60x85 Objective module ■ Kit Price i 2 ’ ■ 5 or a 
30-70*95 Objective module - Kit Price £ 3O40 


BTX Eyepiece Module & Scope Kits 

The visual power of both eyes a revolutionary viewing experience 



FREE BIRD GUIDE 



If presents vlvk), I rut- to life 
Images and offers the comfort 
requited For long-term observation. 


Thr benefits of binoculars and 
spotting scopes .ire comb mod in 
the BTX eyepiece module. 


Eyepiece Module £1910/ BTX 30x65 Kit £2569 
BTX 30x85 Kit £3055 / BTX 35x95 Kit £3340 


Digi Scoping 

ME 1.7x Magnification 
Extender 

Designed for the ATX/STX/BTX 

Our Price: £259 




TLS APO Apocbromat 
Telephoto Lens System 

The per let! volution foi all diyivc.upers 
using DSLR or Mirrorlc&s, systems, 

for ATX, STX, ATS & STS 

43mm £379 / 30mm £365 
23mm £359 


Tripods & Heads 

Enhance your viewing experience with tripods & 
tripod heads from SWAROVSKl OPTFK. 


Pro Carbon Tripod £739 
Compact Carbon Tripod £697 
Professional Tripod Head ? 445 
Compact Tripod Head £374 



Buy Now Pay Later and Interest Free are finance products provided by VI 2 Retail Finance, 
Any advertised finance products are always subject (q age. status and terms & conditions. 
For full details of our retail finance options visit www.diftotKameras.co.uk/finance 1 


Cl tin Camera* Ltd h regivtnred in Fjir1.*iwI £ Wales 5859660. ft postered Office 28 Parsonage Street. Dursley, 
GUI -4 A A, Cliff on Cameras Ltd acts ss a credit broket and only offers credit products from Secure Trust Bank PLC 
trading, as V12 Retail Finance. Clifton Cameras Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 
Oor registration number is 64436. Credit provided subject to age and status. 


www.cl iftoncameras.co.u k 


ESOE Prices correct at time of print but are subject to change 


28 Parsonage Street 
Dursley 

Gloucestershire 

GL114AA 


Tel. 01453 548128 

Opening hours: Mon-Sat 9am - 5.30pm 
Email: sales@cl iftoncamerasxo.uk 











Noctivid Binoculars 

The absolute 
pinnacle of 
quality. 

Bright and 
brilliant image 

8*42 ■ £1879/10x42 ■ £1969 



Ultravid HD Plus 

Bx32 £1479/ 10x32 £1449 
8x42 £1729/ 10x42 £1699 
10x50£1799/ 12x50 £1919 


Trinovid HD 

Binoculars 


Outstanding 
update to the 
Oawlc Trinovid Range 


ana* 


8x32 £699/ 10x32 £749 
8x42 *£799/ 10x42 £829 


Ultravid BR 

Compact Binoculars 


Lightweight 

waterproof 
Si Optically 
Stunning 



8x20 £549/ 10x25- £569 


Trinovid BCA 

Compact Binoculars 


Lightweight, 
pocket size 
binoculars 
Si great Villi JO 
for nrtonoy 



8x20 -£369/ 10x25 -£399 




Victory SF Binoculars 


Experience every 
spectacle 
nature has to 
offer thanks to 
brilliant optics 


8x42 SF £2099/ 10x42 SF £2099 


Conquest HD 



Binoculars 

Improved detail 
recognition due to 
higher magnification. 
Excellent for 
birdwalchirtg & 
nature. 


6x32 HD £749/ 10x32 HD £799 
8x42 HD £949/ 10x42 HD £949 


Terra ED Binoculars 

These outdoor 
binoculars are a 
reliable companion 
even under extreme 
conditions 

SPECIAL OFFER * CALL US TODAY* 

8x25 £264 / 10x25 £289 / 8x32 £349 
10x32 £389 /6x42 £389/ 10*42 £428 



Victory Pocket 

Binoculars 

Ideal for situations 
where you need a 
max imum overview. 

The near focus 
range ensures you 
can enjoy details 
dose by 

8x25 £599/ 10x25 £629 



Conquest Gavia 

30-60x85 Spotting Scope 

spetlaHy developed so nwef 



Our Price £1499 


Q -HAWKE 


Caw; 




Hawke 


Frontier ED 

Binoculars 

Producing stunning 
colour retention, 
crisp definition and 
excellent light 
transmission 

8x32: £349/ 10x32; £359 
8x42: £369/ 10x42: £379 


Nikon 



NEW Frontier HD X 

Binoculars 

Excellent colour 
rvtentfcm, dear 
definition and 
superb transmission 
of light 

8x32 HD £239/ 10x32 HD £249 
8x42 HD £269 / 10x42 HD £279 



Endurance ED 

Binoculars 


Fully multi-coated 
for optimum 
cferlty and sharp 
images 


8x32 £179 / 10x32 £189 
8x42 £209/10x42 £219 



Nature-Trek 

20-60x80 Spotting Scope 


Fully multi-coated optics to 
produce sh*rp Images with 
EIA.K4 porno prigmb for Intense 
colour and contrast 
with 3.5m dose focus 






Our Price £229 


Endurance ED 

20-60x85 Spotting Scope 

Extra-low dispersion glass for 
optimum clarity with Dielectric coatings 
designed to increase light reflectivity 



Our Price £649 


Nikon 


Monarch HG 

Binoculars 


4 f 


Outstandingdarrry 
and a wide field of 
view. Whether 
you Ye birdwartching^ 
or tracking wild 
animats 

8x30: £799/ 10x30: £849 
8x42; £7997 10x42: £849 

Kowa. 


Monarch 5 

Binoculars 

Made foe intense use 
even under difficult 
light condition b 

Monarch 5 blnocuUrs 
deliver Kvhai serious 
natuir watcher s look for. 

8x42 £269/ 10x42 £269 



Monarch 7 

Binoculars 


a 


Prostaff 7s Binoculars 


Fantastic optics, 
amai'ing v*lue for 
money . The Bx3Q h 
compact, super bi%h1 and 
will suit anyone who Is an avid 
nature watcher 

8x30 £269/10x30 £299 
8x42 £399/ 10x42 £429 


Sa < 4/ * 



Succeeds in delivering 
sharp Images of 
stunning quality. 
Waterproof and 
fog-free 


ring 

0 


8x30-£149/10x30 -£179 
Bx42- £179/ 10x42 -£199 


Travel ite EX 

Binoculars 

Succeeds in delivering 
sharp images of 
stunning quality. 
Waterproof and 
fog-free 




8x25 £109/ 9x25 £119 
10x25-£129/12x25 -£139 


Kowa 


KOWA SV Roof Prism 
Binoculars 

A great value 
binocular ideal for 
bird watching and 
nature viewing 

8*25: £85/ 10x25: £92 
8*32: £199/ 10x32: £209 
8*42: £215/ 10x42: £225 



KOWABD-XD KOWA GENESIS 



DCF Binoculars 


Benefit from Kowa s 
legendary XD 
lenses rich with 
fine detail contrast 
and sharpness 


8x32: £339/ 10x32. £359 
8x42: £445/ 10*42: £445 


Binoculars 

Incorporates Kowa's 
■PROMINAJT 
lenses - the 
pinnacle t?f binocular 
performance 

8*22: £619/10*22: £619 
8x33: £879/10*33: £929 
85*44: £1049/ 10,5*44: £1129 



KOWA TSN 500-550 

Travel Scopes 




KOWA TSN-883 

Special Offer Kit 


includes 25 60 * Zoom evep^ece 
end Stay on Case 


TSN 501: £269 / TSN 502: £269 OUR PRICE: £2299 

TSN 553: £1549 / TSN 554: £1549 INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


oj oticron 


DBA VHD+ 


Brighter with better 
resofutfouni 
similarly compact 
package 



8x42: £579/ 10x42: £589 


Traveller BGA ED 



'Smaller, lighter, brighter, 
sharper* - breaking new 
ground for 32 mm field 
'binoruian aimed 
at (lie entlxiilait 
and serious user. 


6x32: £309 10x32: £319 


Countryman BGA HD+ 



Offering Improved l«ghl 
transmission to give 
exceptional viewing 
performance in a 
light weight rugged 
body 


8*42: £359/ 10*42; £369 


Explorer WA ED 

Oasis-C+ - 

Improved light transmission 
with an unbeatable 
combination of 
specification, quallly 
and ergonomics. 

An Ideal choke 

8*42; £219/10*42: £229 



MM4 60 ED 

Traveller Bundle Kit 


© 


Opttercn MM4 60ED 
with HDFT Zoom 
eyepiece- Stay on 
One. Carbon 
Traveller tripod 
with PH157 Pmhcad 




Straight: £799 / Angled: £799 






Get a 10% instant discount on ALL Gitzo products 
using promo code ‘BWC8TZO10’ at the checkout 

Offer ends 31st August 2019 - Terms & Conditions Apply 























High Performance 
Outstanding Value 



NitroSport 

SRPs £49.99 to £119 

Models 8x26,10x26, 8x32 
10x32,8x42,10x42 
10x50,12x50 

Multi-Coated 
Optics, Silver/ 

Phase Coated 
BaK-4 Prisms (26mm 
models not phase coated), 

Polycarbonate Body, 

Waterproof & Nitrogen 
Filled, 3m-4m Near Focus 

“Good quality exterior that makes them look way more expensive than what 
they are....This relatively high level of optics and coatings used translates to a 
really good quality view that I feel is a match for any at this price point.” 

8x42 Reviewed by www.bestbinocularreviews.com 


Mistral WP6 

SRPs £104.95 to £189.95 

Models 8x32,10x32,8x42, 
8x42ED,10x42,10x42ED 
12x42,10x50, 

10x50ED, 12x50 

Fully Multi-Coated, 

Silver Coated BaK-4 
Prisms (ED models 
also Phase Coated), 

Polycarbonate Body, Waterproof 
& Nitrogen Filled, 2m-2.5m 
Near Focus 


“I will go as far as to say I may have (only very rarely) used binos in this class 
that are as good as these, but never any better. Indeed in my experience the 
image quality on this bin is every bit as good the better mid-range instruments 
out there.” 8x42 Reviewed by www.bestbinocularreviews.com 



V 


LightWing-HR 
SRPs £159 to £209 

Models 8x32,10x32,8x42 
8x42ED,10x42,10x42ED 


t 


Fully Multi-Coated, 

Phase & Silver 
Di-Electric 
Coated BaK-4 
Prisms, 

Magnesium Alloy 
Body, Waterproof 
& Nitrogen Filled, 2m Near Focus, 
90%+ Light Transmission 



“You can see and feel that the overall quality of this Helios binocular is very 

good.The optical components used and the coatings applied to them are 

also excellent... .When you combine all this with a really wide field of view, 
good close focus and more than acceptable amount of eye-relief, you have 
a great all round, general use 8x42 binocular that will excel in almost all 
conditions.” 8x42ED Reviewed by www.bestbinocularreviews.com 


All With Five Year 
Limited Warranty 





www.opticalvision.co.uk 

See our website for full details & your nearest dealer 



SWAROVSKI 


Premier 

Dealer 



ZEISS 


Centre Partner 




Optics Dealer 






london 

camera 

exchange 


15 The Square 
Winchester S023 9ES 

01962866203 

winchester@LCEgroup.co.uk 


p-p. www.swoptics.com 

Ur I IU.3 sales@swoptics.com 


FREE PALEARCTIC BIRDS BOOK 



fe. 

ft 
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‘Offer available while stocks last - TAG Apply 



Special Offer - Free Handbook of 
Western Palearctic Birds - Passerines 

When purchasing a new: Noctivid, 
Ultravid HD+ 42, Swaro Field Pro, 

Swaro ATX, STX, Zeiss SF 42, Harpia 95. 



WE WANT 
YOUR 
USED 
EQUIPMENT 

Email Us For 
Your Quote 


Appointod Main [toaivra for Lmca Carl Zmi «i, Swarovaki Vortoi OpTicron Nikon and Fujittlm 

Truro, Cornwall - 01872 263444 

























BIRDING COMPETITION 





Win a birding walk with 
Alan Davies and Ruth Miller 


Walks will take place at this year’s Birdfair 
at Rutland Water on 16 and 17 August 




BirdwatchingTrips 


f you’re planning on 
travelling to the British 
Birdwatching Fair, which 
takes place over 
16-18 August, then here’s a 
chance to get some expert help 
to see the best of Rutland 
Water’s birds. Leica Sports 
Optics is offering Bird 
Watching magazine readers an 
opportunity to join Ruth Miller 
and Alan Davies for two 
guided walks at this year’s 
Birdfair. Ruth and Alan 
are Leica Sports Optics 
Ambassadors and, in 2008, as 
The Biggest Twitch, they 
travelled the world recording 
4,341 species of bird in one 
calendar year - nearly half the 
world’s birds. Nowadays, they 
love to share birds with other 
people on their relaxed pace 


tours with their own bird tour 
company called Birdwatching 
Trips. Ruth is also a monthly 
columnist for Bird Watching. 

Running on Friday (16) and 
Saturday August (17), the 
lucky participants will need to 



check in at the Leica stand at 
2pm to set off on the hour and 
a half guided walk departing 
at 2.30pm and returning to 
the Leica stand at 4pm. The 
tour will consist of just eight 
readers, who will also be able 
to try out a variety 
of Leica Sports Optics 
including the Trinovid, 
Ultravid and Noctivid ranges. 
Everyone will receive 
a Leica Sports Optics goody 
bag at the end of the guided 
walk. Some of the birds we 
will be looking for may 
include a great selection of 
s wildfowl, a few migrant 
| waders, maybe some terns 
I and, with a little luck, a 
a passing Osprey. At this 
| exciting time of year, almost 
^ anything is possible! 


HOWTO ENTER 

To enter the competition to 
win a place on these special 
guided walks, simply answer 
the following question: 

Which bird is associated 
with the Leica Noctivid 
binocular? 

a) Robin 

b) Little Owl 

c) Kingfisher 

To enter, send your answer, 
with your name, address and 
a contact phone number, to 
birdwatching@bauermedia 
co.uk by July 31. We will 
inform the lucky winners by 
10 August. 
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birding and wildlife holidays 

DO IT THE HEATHERLEA WAY! 



SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS 


✓ Our famous 
Hotel in Nethy 
Bridge is your 
ideal base 


/ Wonderful 


birding includes 


Capercaillie, 

^ * 

t 

Corncrake and 

¥' i _ 

many more 

£$c 

/ Holidays all year 

# 

round means 
unbeatable 


birding 

knowledge 

£ 


/ Many tours 
include a night 
or two on the 
islands 

/ Full week tours 
in 2019 from 
just £995 all 
inclusive! 


Scottish 

TOUH4IT BOARD 

*★★★★★ j 

\ WILDLIFE / 
\ EXPERIENCE / 


SCOTTISH ISLANDS 
and rest of UK 

✓ Mull, Islay, Outer 
Hebs, Orkney, 
Shetland 
and many more 
destinations 

/ Huge choice 
from 

Muckle Flugga to 
Ailsa Craig 

✓ Inventive and 
enjoyable 
itineraries 

✓ All the wildlife 
including birds, 
mammals, 
insects and flora 

/ Unique £ ... for 
birders tours 
target rarities 




See our website or call our office for full details. 

Heatherlea, The Mountview Hotel, Nethy Bridge, Inverness-shire PH25 3EB. 

Web: heatherlea.co.uk Tel: 01479 821248 Email: info@heatherlea.co.uk 
Twitter: @heatherleabirds Facebook: heatherleabirdwatching 


SVALBARD 2019 


£J'7 




/ Frif-fliijrii nutel, Vlf* tounij^ and 
Bird Quids included 


/ 'JVida rari^ja of d^yUnailoria wurldwiite 


ft 




/ Experienced office team for dietary, 
health, flight upgrades, airport parking 
and all your needs 

✓ Owned and run BY birders 
FOR birders for 29 seasons 


/ Top guides who really 
look after you in Scotland 
and around the world 


✓ The best local guiding and 
agents available, worldwide 


















BIRDTHEWORLD 

THE BEST HOLIDAY OFFERS & TRAVEL REPORTS FROM AROUND THE GLOBE 


ITINERARY 


Ptarmigan 


Day 1: Saturday 
Arrival, welcome, briefing 
and dinner. 


Days 2-7: Sunday to Friday 

In these six days we 
concentrate on looking for 
Black Grouse, Red Grouse, 
Capercaillie, Golden Eagle, 
Crested Tit, Scottish 
Crossbill and (weather 
permitting!) Ptarmigan and 
Snow Bunting as priorities on 
local days. We search for 
these in a range of habitats 
from the mountains and high 
hills, to the pine forests and 
moors. Our daily itinerary will 
be flexible, and on our other 
days we visit coastal sites 
spending time on the Moray 
Coast and possibly the Black 
Isle. Up to date bird news and 
the weather conditions will 
help to dictate these days, 
with your guides deciding 
whether we head to the far 



New Year 
Birdlist Booster 


West Coast to look for Black 
Guillemot, White-tailed 
Eagle, Twite and Great 
Northern Diver, or to the 
Aberdeenshire or Sutherland 
coasts for a multitude of 
possibilities and perhaps 
a rarity or two. 

Day 8: Saturday 
Breakfast and depart. 


January 4, 2020 to January 11, 2020 
January 11, 2020 to January 18, 2020 


f you’re already planning 
on taking Bird Watching’s 
#My200BirdYear challenge 
in 2020, or if you just want 
to see the very best of 
Scotland’s birds in winter, then 
this fun holiday is for you. Get 
your New Year birdlist off to 
a cracking start with a week of 


Q 

-z. 

—i 
-< 
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birding across the Highlands 
from coast to coast! 

For the second week, 
you’ll be joined by Bird 
Watching editor Matt Merritt 
as well as Heatherlea’s own 
expert guides. 

Top priorities will be the 
resident Scottish specialities 
- Capercaillie, Ptarmigan, 
Black Grouse, Golden Eagle, 
White-tailed Eagle, Scottish 
Crossbill and Crested Tit - but 
you’ll also be able to look for 
a host of northern winter 
visitors, and finally round-up 
rarities. By the end of the 
week, you should have seen 
around 120 species, including 
many ‘difficult’ birds you 
might miss without a guide, 
or struggle to locate further 
south in the UK. 

There’ll be time spent inland 
in the Caledonian pinewoods 
of Abernethy Forest for 


INFO 

# Prices: £1,195pp, no single 
supplement. Deposit £200 

• To book: call 01479 821248 or 
email info@heatherlea.co.uk 


speciality birds, a visit to the 
Cairngorm Mountains to see 
Ptarmigan, and trips to 
remote glens for eagles and 
other raptors. Northern 
coastal habitats provide great 
birding in winter, and with 
the Moray Firth, 
Aberdeenshire, the West 
Coast and secluded bays 
north of Inverness all within 
reach, prospects are 
excellent, especially at the 
coast. King Eider and Surf 
Scoter are regular, and others 
more than possible. Your 
guides will closely monitor 
weather, tides and local bird 
news to make sure you can 
use all the available daylight 
(about eight hours per day). 

Holidays are based at the 



> 
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BIRD THE WORLD READER HOLIDAY OFFER 


Crested Tit 



Q 
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YOUR LIST 

Key birds: 

Black Grouse, Ptarmigan, Crested Tit, 
Scottish Crossbill, Capercaillie, Golden 
Eagle and White-tailed Eagle. 

Probables for your list: 

WhooperSwan, Pink-footed Goose, 
Greylag Goose, Scaup, Long-tailed 
Duck, Common Scoter, Velvet Scoter, 
Red-breasted Merganser, Eider, 
Goosander, Red Grouse, Red-throated 
Diver, Great Northern Diver, Slavonian 
Grebe, Red Kite, Golden Plover, 

Purple Sandpiper, Iceland Gull, Dipper, 
Hooded Crow, Raven, Tree Sparrow, 
Crossbill, Lesser Redpoll, Snow 
Bunting and Peregrine. 

Possible: 

Black-throated Diver, Tundra 
Bean Goose, Barnacle Goose, 

Brent Goose, Pintail, King Eider, 

Surf Scoter, Grey Partridge, Hen 
Harrier, Goshawk, Merlin, Glaucous 
Gull, Little Auk, Waxwing, Great 
Grey Shrike, Brambling, Twite, 

Corn Bunting. 

Outside chance/rarities: 

Snow Goose, Red-breasted Goose, 
Harlequin Duck, American Wigeon, 
Green-winged Teal, American Black 
Duck, Ring-necked Duck, White-billed 
Diver, Red-necked Grebe, Bittern, 
Greater Yellowlegs, Bonaparte’s Gull, 
Ring-billed Gull, Ross’s Gull, Ivory Gull, 
BrOnnich’s Guillemot, American Coot, 
Parrot Crossbill. 

Plus of course, many commoner 
species - expect around 120 in total. 


Mountview Hotel, with all 
transport and expert 
guidance from our resident 
team. Heatherlea anticipate 
that the whole hotel will be 
given over to the holiday, 
meaning a great birding 
atmosphere as the entire week 
is run by birders for birders: 
a very enjoyable prospect! 

We try to accumulate a 
sizeable list, building through 
the week, with all nights at 
the Mountview Hotel giving us 
the maximum flexibility - 
perfect when an Ivory Gull 


turns up! We treat you as an 
individual, meaning your 
personal sightings are 
important to us, and we will 
try to make sure everyone sees 
everything, particularly the 
‘Key Target’ species. 

If weather permits we will 
look for Capercaillie using 
Heatherlea’s exclusive 
‘Private Estate’ access. 

We enter through secure gates, 
and stay inside our ‘mobile 
hide’ minibuses, driving on 
tracks with keen eyes to all 
sides! Our buses are high 


INCLUDES: 

Seven nights’ comfortable 
accommodation at The 
Mountview Hotel, 
VisitScotland rated 3 Star. 
All rooms are en suite, 
with TV and hospitality 
tray. 

There is no single 
supplement, and guests 
are never expected to 
share. 

Single guests may be 
upgraded to double room 
accommodation at no 
extra charge. Two nights 
in a comfortable hotel in 
Aberdeenshire, all rooms 
en suite. 

Full Scottish breakfast, a 
substantial packed lunch, 
and a delicious dinner. 

Six full days of wildlife¬ 
watching. 

Guidance from a 
professional group leader. 
All transport by 
comfortable minibus. 

A checklist specifically 
prepared for your holiday 
to record your sightings 
and notes. 

Courtesy bus service to 
and from Aviemore. 


enough to allow good 
views into the forest, 
and Heatherlea are the 
only birding tour operator 
allowed to enter these lands 
by vehicle. G&l 


STILL AVAILABLE! 


A 


To book: 



Call 01479 821248 
or email 


Highland Autumn Birding 


26 October to 2 November 2019 


W ant to give your #My200BirdYear list an 
autumn boost, or just sample the 
delights of birding the Scottish 
Highlands? This exciting holiday incorporates 
special, local birding with a three-day adventure 
to remotest Aberdeenshire, one of the best yet 
most underwatched birding counties in the UK! 
Particular focus will be given to the key spectacle 
of large numbers of wildfowl, looking closely for 
rarities hidden among the commoner species! With 
big rafts of sea-ducks, fields full of geese and a good 
range of migrant and resident birds, it promises to 
be an unforgettable week. 
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Birdwatching 

Holidays Worldwide 

Over 30 years’ experience in creating 
exceptional natural history holidays 


* Expert led small group 
naturalist tours 

* Over 100 tours 
worldwide 

^ Specialist photography 
trips 




7j 


Request our brochure today 


thetravellingnaturalist.com 
01305 267 994 sales@thetravellingnaturalist.com 


THE TRAVELLING 


NATURALIST 
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www.lawsons-africa.co.za 


info@lawsons-africa.co.za 


to return to Africa 
with us time and time again!” 


AWSON S 
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SERIES 5 


Close Focus (8x42 models): 2m 
F.O.V. (8x42 models): 142m@1000m 
Weight (8x42 models): 716g 


8x42 & 10x42 

SRP £189.95 

8x42ED &10x42ED 

SRP £299.95 


Series 5 premium features include water-repellent objective 
lens coating as well as magnesium alloy body construction. 


Models: 8x32,10x32, 8x42,10x42,10x50 & 12x50 

SRP’s from £114.95 


Close Focus (8x42): 2m 
F.O.V. (8x42): 129m@1000m 
Weight (8x42): 650g 


“These compact, comfortable-to-use 
(8x42) binoculars give impressively sharp, 
bright views at a very affordable price. ” 

Birdwatching Magazine 


Close Focus (8x42): 2m 
F.O.V. (8x42): 129m@1000m 
Weight (8x42): 670g 


Close Focus (8x42/8x42ED 
models): 4.5m/2m 
F.O.V. (8x42/8x42ED models): 
114m/119m@1000m 
Weight (8x42): 726g 


8x42 & 10x42 

SRP £129.95 

8x42ED &10x42ED 

SRP £219.95 


“The view through the 8x42 Series 4 ED binoculars is very, very good... 
I would say that they are excellent value for money and are ideal birding 
or general use binoculars.” www.bestbinocularsreviews.com 


Close Focus (8x42 models): 2m 
F.O.V. (8x42 models): 143m@1000m 
Weight (8x42 models): 819g 


8x42,10x42,8x56,10x56,12x56 

SRP’s from £164.95 

8x56ED,10x56ED,12x56ED 

SRP’s from £279.95 


“All told, with binoculars like the Savannah (8x42), Barr & 
Stroud can continue to justly feel proud of the fine heritage 
in the world of optics.” www.bestbinocularsreviews.com 


Binoculars: 8x25,10x25, 8x32,10x32, 

8x42,10x42,10x50 & 12x50 SRP’s from £79.95 
Spotting scopes: 15-45x60, 20-60x70 & 20-60x80 

SRP’s from £114.95 


“..astonishingly good value given the 
design features incorporated and the 
resultant image delivered especially by 
the 8x42mm model.” Birdwatch Magazine 


All above models are Waterproof with Fully Multi-Coated Optics, Phase Coated 
BaK-4 Prisms (excl. Sahara models), Protective Rubber Armouring, Polycarbonate 
Construction (excl. Series 5) & Twist-Up Eyecups (excl. Sahara Spotting Scopes) 


Available from dealers throughout the UK 

Optical Vision Limited 

Full product details at: 

www.barrandstroud.com | www.opticalvision.co.uk 


































Enjoy Spanish sunshine and some great birding 
opportunities in the lovely city of Valencia 


A side from being a gorgeous 

cultural centre, Valencia is like 
many other cities in Spain. It is 
not immediately recognised as 
being a venue for urban 
birding. Indeed, as a visiting tourist, you 
may be forgiven for initially thinking that 
there were only flocks of Collared Dove in 
the streets, and Yellow-legged Gulls wafting 
over the coast. Of course, there is a lot more 



going on than just that. Valencia is the third 
largest Spanish city, located on the country’s 
Mediterranean east coast, along the banks 
of the River Turia, and has a population of 
around two million people. 

Perhaps the most famous birding site 
connected to the city is the marshy 
expanses of Albufera de Valencia, just 9.8 
miles south of the urban area. This 
fascinating site is a mixture of rice fields, 
grazing meadows, sailing centres and a 
nature reserve that includes a fair portion 
of the area’s standing water. Sadly, it is a 
fraction of the size that it once was. Despite 
that, there is still a wealth of birdlife to be 
discovered. During the summer, expect to 
encounter plentiful Kentish Plovers, as they 
scurry across the wet mud, occasionally in 
company of Little Ringed Plovers. 

There will be legions of egrets and herons 
including Cattle, Little and Great Egrets, 
while Night Herons are well represented, 
alongside the elegant and sometimes 
painfully shy Purple Heron. 

There are always noisy gatherings of 
Black-winged Stilts feeding on the marshes, 
often side-by-side with Grey Heron and 
Glossy Ibis. Swooping above their heads 
are the hirundine-like Collared Pratincoles, 
such interesting birds; hawking after insects 
in flight and behaving like huge swallows, 
yet they are waders. You will also encounter 
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hundreds of breeding Black-headed Gulls. 

A careful scan of the throngs of gulls will 
reveal Mediterranean, Slender-billed and 
Audouin’s Gulls, as well as the obligatory 
Yellow-legged Gulls. 

In the more wooded areas. Turtle Doves 
are still reassuringly common and Hoopoes 
are also a regular sight. In the skies above. 
Black Kites patrol and Pallid Swift and all the 
regular swallow species, including Red- 
rumped Swallow, are prevalent. 

Clearly, a huge number of birds can be 
seen at Albufera de Valencia, and during the 
migration periods it is feasible to see in 
excess of 100 species in a day. Naturally, the 
area is not without its rarities. That list is 
pretty long and includes notables like 
Blue-winged Teal, Broad-billed Sandpiper 
and Collared Flycatcher. This year saw the 
discovery of mainland Spain’s first ever 
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Tristram’s Warbler, while the tiny ‘colony’ 
of breeding Elegant Terns - one pair - 
provides the site with occasional sightings 
of foraging birds. Curiously, up to six birds 
are sometimes in the area. 

There are other interesting urban birding 
sites within the city, including El Grao or 
Marina Real. It is the port area within the 
heart of the city and is a good spot from 
which to indulge in seawatching. Aside 
from the gull species already mentioned, 
expect Sandwich and Common Terns, 
Balearic Shearwater and the Mediterranean 
race of Shag during the winter. Parque del 
Turia - as the name suggests - is situated 
alongside the River Turia. From here, it is 
possible to spy the occasional marauding 
Peregrine, as they assault anything that 
they can lay their talons on. These 
supreme predators sometimes share the 
skies with drifting Booted Eagles and Black 
Kites. Closer to terra firma, keep an eye out 
for Melodious and Sardinian Warblers, 
Spotted Flycatcher and Serin. 

This park is also a great place to look for 
migrants and has even attracted Spotted 
Crake during spring passage. Sticking with 
the park theme, Jardines del Real could 


also be worth a visit. It’s a landscaped park 
in the city centre replete with a large 
fountain and sculptures plus many people. 

It is also a great spot to study Swifts and 
Pallid Swifts as they swoop over the 
ornamental lake. 

Espai La Rambleta is a tiny park with big 
credentials. You can expect many of the 
city’s common birds here, such as Moorhen 
and Serin, but during winter, the park is 
visited by Kingfishers and is a good place to 
look for Yellow-browed Warbler. Parque de 
Cabecera is good for Golden Oriole and 
wintering Black Redstart. It is also worth 
checking out Parque de Benicalap for 
migrants, despite it being heavily visited, 
especially in summer, by locals and tourists 
alike attracted in by the public swimming 
pool among the park’s other amenities. 

Finally, botanical 
gardens are always worth 
a visit and Valencia’s are 


David’s book, How To 
Be An Urban Birder, is 
available from his website: 

theurbanbirderworld.com 




KEY SPECIES 


ELEGANT TERN 

The Elegant Tern is a Pacific species largely 
breeding, often in dense colonies, along the 
coasts between California and Central 
America. As its name suggests it is a rather 
slim and graceful tern that is slightly larger 
than our Sandwich Tern. Recognisable by 
its long and slightly decurved yellowish- 
orange to red bill, it also possesses the 
longest crest of all terns. 

Its history within Europe is an interesting 
one. The species has wandered to Western 
Europe on a number of occasions, much to 
the excitement of twitchers. An Elegant 
Tern was even recorded in the UK at 
Pagham Harbour in 2017. Previously, they 
have been recorded breeding in mixed pairs 
with Sandwich Terns in France. However, 
the first and so far only pure breeding pairs 
of Elegant Terns in the Western Palearctic 
have been in the Valencia region. Since 
2006 at least eight different individuals 
have occurred, although breeding has been 
confined to just one pair. 


no different. During the summer, it is 
frequented by Turtle Doves while Spotless 
Starlings, Serin and several other finch 
species make the place their home. It goes 
without saying that passage times could be 
very interesting here. 

Thanks to: Yanina Maggiotto, Virgilio 
Beltran Jorda and David Warrington. HQ 


MOREABOUT 

BIRDING IN VALENCIA 


The Association of Birding Guides of 
the Valencian Community: 
birdingcv.com 
Reference guides: 

Collins Bird Guide - Lars Svensson, 
Killian Mullarney & Dan Zetterstrom 
Additional references: Elegant Terns 
breeding L’Albufera de Valencia, 
Spain (J. Ignacio Dies, Miguel Chardi 
and Ana Abad) 
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www.norfolkbirding.com 


NORTH INDIA DECEMBER 2019 BIRDS & TIGERS 

Join us on an amazing 14 day tour to sea 300* species of birds, 
and a great chance of seeing Tiger. From the amazing wetlands 
of Bharatpur to Corbett IMP then the foothills of the Himalayas! 
Small group size of 8 persons. Our 8th year of running this tour. 

Tour cost from £2450.00 excludes flights 


SPAIN AMAZING MIGRANTS September 2nd-9th 2019 

Join us & witness the amazing migration of thousands of Honey Buzzard, 
Kites, Storks, Raptors, Bee-eaters & other migrants as they head to Africa. 

Stay in beautiful woodland overlooking the Straits of Gibraltar. 

Small group size of 7 persons. 

Tour cost from £850.00 excludes flights 


chrismills@norfolkbirding.com 07876 357677 



Birdwatching Breaks 
& Black Isle Bird'mg 


Birdwatching Breaks. 
Cygnus House. 
Gordons Mill, 
Balblair, IV7 8LQ 
01381 610495 


£rc' 


www.birdwatchingbreaks.com 


Life can be complicated. 

But with mustardxo.uk, 

buying car insurance doesn’t have to be. 

Save, time, money and effort with our Cheapest Price Guarantee*. 


Making life a little less complicated 
mustard.co.uk or call 0330 022 7406 

*This offer is to beat your cheapest online like-for-like car, van or motorbike insurance quote. The guarantee only applies to annual 
policies and to the basic policy price only. This offer excludes telephone quotations and only applies to permanent residents in the 
UK, excluding the Channel Islands. We reserve the right to request proof of, and validate, alternate quotes as well as proof of the 
information you provided to obtain the quotes (e.g. copy of driving licence or utility bill) before our guarantee is honoured, mustard. 
co.uk is a trading name of the H Bauer Publishing Limited Partnership which for general insurance distribution is an Appointed 
Representative of Vast Visibility Limited, 8 Princes Parade, Liverpool, L3 1DL,which is authorised and regulated by the Financial 
Conduct Authority under Firm Reference Number 566973. You can check these details on the FCA Register. 
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AVAILABLE NOW ! 

www.bassandbtigh.com 
01423 538138 
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world Wide Mrdwatcjiing & Wildlife Holidays 


r| ir NATURAL leader- 

27 years of Birdwatching and Wildlife Holidays 

Bulgaria • Finland & Norway • 
Portugal • Spain (Pyrenees and Steppes) • 
Spain (Iberian Lynx) • India • 

Japan • Taiwan • Arizona • 

New York (state) • Texas • 
Argentina • Brazil • Cuba • 

Costa Rica • Chile • Panama • 

www.avfanadventures.co.uk 

01384 372013 

avianadventures@btinternet.com 



Tlit One Sion A 

NatureShop 

bringing wildlife closer 

New for Summer 2019 

“The Lepidopterist” 

Increased catch rate compact skinner moth trap 
White UVA reflecting polypropylene 

& twin actinic 20w bulbs i 
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£199 including free 

3x Dome Magnifier & 

5xZ Loupe 

Postage free 

Sp 

Dalegate Market, 
Burnham Deepdale PE31 8F 
01485 211223 

10am - 5pm 7 days 
www.onestopnature.co.uk 
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BIRD THE WORLD READER HOLIDAY OFFERS 



UGANDA - Shoebills, Gorillas, Chimps 
and more, with The Biggest Twitch 

Saturday 29 February to Saturday 14 March 2020 

ganda is safe and friendly, and 
with wonderful lodges and 
excellent local guides, offers 
exceptional wildlife-watching. We can 
expect to enjoy more than 400 species 
of bird and 40 mammal species on our 
small-group, two-week tour. With only 
six participants and three guides, and 
all tracking permits already included in 
our all-inclusive tour, we can promise 
you an exceptional experience, as you 
enjoy some of the very best wildlife the 
African continent has to offer. 




• Ruth Miller of The Biggest 
Twitch wrote about her recent 
visit to Uganda in our March 
2019 issue. You can read a PDF 
version of Ruth’s article here: 
birdwatching.co.uk/ 
ruth-miller-uganda 

• For full details, including 
itinerary, go to: 

birdwatching.co.uk/ 

reader-holidays/2019/4/l/ 

uganda-februarymarch-2020 

• To book your place or to ask 
for more details, please email 
Alan and Ruth on: 

info@birdwatchingtrips.co.uk 
or call +44 (0)1492 872407. 


THE BEST OF NORTH 
WALES with The Biggest Twitch 

Monday 9 to Friday 13 September 

• For full details, go to 

birdwatching.co.uk/reader-holidays/2019/3/4/north-wales- 

september-2019 

• To book your place or to ask for more details, please email 
Alan and Ruth on: 

info@birdwatchingtrips.co.uk or call us +44 (0)1492 872407. 
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PICS: PAUL STERRY/NATURE PHOTOGRAPHERS LTD 




In this latest instalment, Paul Sterry of Nature Photographers 
gives hints and tips on how to capture great pictures of birds, 
while respecting both them and their environment 


Bird photographers often 
find themselves in a 
privileged position, 
staring through the lens 
at an avian miracle of 
nature, and developing 
a level of intimacy with 
their subject that most 
casual birdwatchers 
never achieve. But with 
privilege comes 
responsibility and a duty 
of care for the birds they 
photograph. Sometimes 
photographers overstep 
the mark, owing to a 
lack of fieldcraft: 
a failure to recognise the 
warning signs of alarm 
and distress. Become a 
better birdwatcher is 
good advice. But 
sometimes it is basic 
manners that cause 
issues: show 
consideration for other 
photographers/birders as 
well as for the birds. 



Taken in the 1990s, in the days of film, this 
Ibisbill was photographed at the nest, high in the 
Himalayas, near Langtang in Nepal. At the time, 
it was one of just a few images of the species 
breeding, and the project helped document its 
semi-colonial nesting habits. Sadly, the entire 
area was destroyed in the 2015 earthquake. 


Nest photography 

Look at images of birds taken 50 
years ago and you will be struck by 
the prevalence of nest photographs. 
This is understandable because the 
limitations of camera and film 
technology at the time meant that it 
was only possible to get close to some 
species while they were breeding. 
Today, nest photography has fallen out 
of fashion, and perhaps rightly so. 

It inevitably causes some degree of 
stress, and there is always a possibility 
that telltale alarm signs will alert nest 


predators. However, there are 
exceptions, and capturing this unique 
aspect of bird biology has its rewards. 

With garden-nesting species, 
disturbance can sometimes be kept to 
a minimum. But the potential for 
giving away the location of the nest 
to nest-raiders, such as domestic cats 
and Magpies, always needs to be 
borne in mind. Where seabird 
colonies are managed for visitors, 
they can provide unrivalled 
opportunities for photography, with 



Treated with the respect they deserve, 
breeding seabirds such as this Razorbill make 
perfect photographic subjects. 


the birds almost indifferent to 
a photographer’s presence. But if you 
visit a seabird colony that lacks any 
formal monitoring then always put the 
welfare of the birds first. 

Cause a Guillemot to abandon its 
nest ledge and you increase the 
chances of its egg or chick being 
snatched by a gull. Sit too close to 
a Puffin’s burrow and any hesitation in 
its approach will increase the chances 
of it being robbed of food for its chick. 
So, take your responsibility seriously. 
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PART ELEVEN ETHICS 



With certain species and in particular 
locations, birds will happily sing of 
their own accord without resorting to 
taunting them with playback. For 
example, Bluethroats in arctic 
Norway are often indifferent to 
people, making them ideal for 
photography. 


^ Playback 

Z— This involves playing a recording 
of a bird’s song or call to attract it. For 
anyone who has participated in 
rainforest birding then the approach 
will be familiar, and bird ringers 
routinely use ‘tape-luring’ to catch 
birds in mist nets. But the use of 
playback is frowned upon as a 
technique for bird photographers. 

Playback results are a bit hit and 
miss but when the technique works 
a bird will often overcome its natural 
fear of humans. The fact that hunters 
use playback to attract quarry species 
close enough to kill adds a slightly 
unsavoury twist to the tale. Few 
serious photographers are likely to 
admit to having used it, but, in reality, 
most will have experimented with 
playback at some point in their careers. 

Most problems with playback arise 
from misuse and overuse. Obviously, it 
should never be used in the breeding 
season. Even outside the breeding 
season, examine your conscience first: 
if you use it, use it briefly and never 
where there is a risk another 
photographer or birdwatcher will come 
along and try the same technique on 
the same bird; or where the bird in 
question is put at risk by becoming 
too visible. 


Feeding birds 

There are negative 
aspects to feeding birds, 
even in the garden: 
although there is an 
immediate benefit to 
individual birds, artificial 
feeding alters natural 
behaviour and concentrates 
birds, creates a dependency 
on a limited food supply, 
and has the potential to 
result in an incomplete diet. 

Even the seemingly 
innocent activity of feeding 
hummingbirds with 
sugar-water is coming under 
scrutiny in Costa Rica, 
where, normally, 
hummingbirds are the most 
significant pollinators of 
native flowering trees and 
shrubs (visiting flowers for 
nectar and inadvertently 
acting as pollinators). 

Where feeders are 
deployed in large numbers, 
hummingbirds abandon 
natural feeding habits with 
a demonstrable impact on 


pollination and 
reproduction of rainforest 
trees in the vicinity. 

The use of dead mice to 
attract and photograph 
northern owl species in the 
winter polarises opinions; 
and using live mice for the 
same pursuit strays into 
the realms of animal cruelty 
and affects the welfare of 
the subject as well - 
training owls to 
associate people with food 
sources is seldom in their 
best interest. 

Whatever the situation, it 
is hard to justify killing 
animals purely for the 
personal gratification of 
taking a photo. But people 
seldom raise an eyebrow 
with seabird chumming 
(often fish are caught, 
killed and macerated 
primarily for the benefit of 
people). And the use of live 
Minnows, tanked to attract 
Kingfishers for photography, 
is more widely accepted, [j^ 




It is possible to get winter 
images of Hawk Owls using 
fieldcraft: the species typically 
’does the rounds’ of regular 
perches in an established 
territory. What you are unlikely 
to get though are the ‘flying 
right at you’ shots obtained by 
resorting to the contentious 
method of ‘fishing’ for them 
with mice. 


Next month: The best UK spots for great photographic opportunities 


birdwatching.co.uk 91 












TOM BAILEY 


IT 


▲ 1 


A 


The best optics and outdoor products tried & tested for you 



BINOCULARS 


HAWKE FRONTIER 

HD X 8x42 , £289 


Reviewed by Matt Merritt 



44 THEY PERFORMED WELL IN ALL 
CONDITIONS, INCLUDING THAT 
WEEK OF BIBLICAL RAIN IN JUNE JJ 


The design is 
solid, well-balanced, 
and user-friendly 


H AWKE’S 

Frontier binocular 
range has 
repeatedly made 
a very favourable 
impression in these pages 
over the last decade or so, 
offering high-quality optics at 
a price that won’t make your 
bank manager wince, so how 
do the HD X bins compare 
with their (relatively) pricier 
ED X relatives? 

Well, the design is the same 
as the ED X range. They’re 
compact, closed-bridge roof 
prisms, with sturdy rubber 
armouring. They’re well 
balanced, and easy to grip even 
when wearing thick gloves. 


The replaceable eyecups are 
covered with soft rubber and 
twist up and down to three 
distinct positions - they didn’t 
get dislodged from either of the 
two higher positions in 
ordinary use. There’s a 
maximum of 18mm eye relief, 
and the viewing experience was 
a comfortable one, even after 
hours in the field peering at 
distant waders. 

I liked the focus wheel, 
which is around 1.25 fingers 
wide and well ridged, 
again making for easy 
grip while wearing 
gloves (or with really 
cold hands!). 

It takes 1.25 anti¬ 


clockwise turns from close 
focus to infinity, and turns 
slightly stiffly but very 
smoothly. Focus was easy to 
find and maintain. 

Close focus is quoted as 2m, 
and that felt pretty much 
spot-on. That’s not 
outstanding, but 
it’s really pretty 


good, and likely to be equal 
to anything that most 
birdwatchers and bug- 
watchers ask of a binocular. 

The dioptre adjustment is 
a twist-ring on the right barrel. 
It’s not calibrated or click- 
stopped, but it’s tight enough 
that it won’t move out of 
place accidentally once 
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TRIED & TESTED GEAR 






The focus wheel is well 
ridged for extra grip 


The eyecups are comfortable and 



you’ve found the right setting. 

Optically, there’s very little to 
criticise. They performed well 
in all conditions, including that 
week of Biblical rain that 
arrived in June, producing a 
bright image even in the very 
low light. The image is sharp, 
too, with good natural colour 
tones, and it was difficult to 
find any colour-fringing except 
against the strongest sunlight. 

Field of view is 
142m@ 1,000m, very good 
indeed, and the fact that you 
have sharpness right across the 
width of the image gives it all 
the more of a ‘walk-in’ feel. 

Finally, accessories don’t 
make or break a product at this 
price, but it comes with an 
excellent case - semi-rigid, 
spacious, and with a useful 
back pocket. 




SPECS 

Eye relief: 18mm 

Field of view: 142m@1,000m 

Close focus: 2m 
Weight: 692g 

Size (LxWxD): 140x123x50m 
RRP: £289 

Supplied with: Case, rainguard, 
removable tethered objective lens 
covers, neoprene strap, lens cloth, 
harness adaptors. 

Web: uk.hawkeoptics.com 



VERDICT 

For less than £300, this is a 
really outstanding binocular 
- the optics are very hard to 
fault in all conditions, the 
design and build are very 
good and thoroughly 
user-friendly, and there are 
even some thoughtful extras. 


OPTICS 

★ ★★★★ 

BUILD 

★★★★ 

VALUE 

★ ★★★★ 

OVERALL ★★★★★ 



COUNTRY INNOVATION 
RAPTO R WAISTCOAT, £125 

Reviewed by Matt Merritt 

I’ve come to take the durability and comfort of Country 
Innovation waistcoats for granted, and this is no exception - 
made from military grade fabric with a ripstop weave, it has 
a two-way main zip, shoulder padding and a sturdy collar, and 
epaulettes for securing straps. 

The 15 pockets, though, are what will really appeal to birders. 
They’ve got bags of room. It easily carried a field 
guide and a zoom lens in the elasticated lower 
pockets, and you can get a typical pair of 8x32 
bins and most 8x42s in there too. 

There are three inner pockets, two 
of them zipped for extra security, 
making this ideal for travel as well as 
use in the field. 

To see it in action, go to: 
birdwatching . co. uk/videos 



VERDICT 

This Country Innovations best waistcoat yet - it’s built for 
comfort and hard wear, but what really makes it outstanding is 
the number and variety of pockets - it could easily save you 
lugging a big bag around in the field. 



PRODUCTS OF THE MONTH 



Opticron Traveller BGA 
ED 8x32 

Very well specified 
compact binocular with 
wide field of view, sharp 
image and light to hold. 

£309 



Hawke Endurance ED 
8x42 monocular 

A great choice for anyone 
looking for portability 
without sacrificing 
image quality. 

£99 



Kite Optics SP 6517- 
50x65 scope 

Light enough to be classed 
as a travel scope but with all 
the performance of a much 
larger instrument. 

£399 


Jff THE BIRDER'S STORE www.birders-store.co.uk 

Run In hrttn to* hudnn 
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Countries without Borders 
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Review 


INVASIVE ALIENS 

DAN EATHERLEY 
WILLIAM COLLINS £16.99 


A selection of the month s latest releases 


Few subjects in birding (and 
conservation, generally) arouse 
such passions as non-native species, 
although one of the points that 
Dan Eatherley makes very well here 
is that the public’s response to 
different species differs widely. 

Look, he says, at the widespread 
opposition to the cull of Ruddy 
Ducks, set against the distinct lack of 
outrage at a similar cull of Monk 
Parakeets. And there are other 
examples in the avian world - Little 
Owls and Mandarins generally get 
a pass, while attitudes towards 
Red-legged Partridges or Pheasants, 
say, are rather more ambivalent. 

Eatherley s careful, then, to lay out 
a proper definition of‘invasive’. The 
species in question have to have 
demonstrably negative effects on 
native wildlife (hence the affection 
for Little Owls, which seem to have 
occupied a vacant niche in our 
eco-system). In highly readable 
prose packed with facts (such as the 
non-native Muntjac Deer being 
partly responsible for the demise of 
the equally foreign Lady Amherst’s 


Pheasant), Eatherley gives an 
excellent overview of the whole 
subject. And, while he avoids being 
too judgemental, he isn’t afraid to 
point out uncomfortable truths, 
especially the fact that trying to right 
perceived wrongs can sometimes 
end up having an even more 
negative effect on the eco-system. 

Thought-provoking, and essential 
reading on the subject. 

THE WISDOM OF 
NATURE DIXE WILLS, 
HARDIE GRANT £12.99 

This is one of those books that you’ll 
dip into time and again and come 
away with a different nugget of 
information each time - so, the 
perfect book for pub quiz 
enthusiasts. In fact, it’s a bit more 
serious than that, and manages to 
cram an awful lot into each 
page-long account, so there’s plenty 
to be learned from even a brief 
browse by any wildlife-watcher. 


WORDS: MATT MERRITT 

The writing is conversational and 
accessible, and the nature’s lesson’ 
that concludes each piece adds a 
touch of gentle humour. 

JOSEPH STARLING 

JOHN MILES, CHICK 
BOOKS £6.99 

Beautifully illustrated, John Miles’ 
latest book aimed at children does 


a great job of fulfilling two aims. 
Firstly, it highlights just what 
remarkable and beautiful birds 
Starlings are, with some of the birds 
we see in the UK having come from 
Russia. Secondly, it pays a fitting 
tribute to Ian Langford, publisher of 
some of John’s previous books. 
Engaging, informative, and fun. 

Joseph Starling is beautifully 
illustrated by various artists 
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NEW PRODUCTS GEAR 



Wish List 



OLYMPUS TOUGH TG6 
CAMERA, FROM £449.99 

It can withstand ‘all weather conditions’, survive drops 
and crushing and even be used underwater. It has a 
25-100mm equivalent lens, a 12MP sensor and the 
same image processor as the OM-D EMlX. It can 
shoot as close as km and has a maximum shooting 
magnification of 7x. It’s waterproof to 15m - for photos 
of diving auks, can shoot at 20fps, shoots 4K and H D 
video, and can shoot in RAW. In red or black. If you 
want one you might want Alpkit’s First Aid Kit as well, 
shop.olympus.eu 


Essential gear to spend your 
hard-earned cash on this month 

WORDS: DAVID CHANDLER 


GOAL ZERO VENTURE 30 
RECHARGER, £100 

Feeling run down? Running out of power? The 
Venture 30 can fill a phone with the sparky stuff 
three times over, or a tablet once with a bit left over. 
It comes with a micro USB cable or you can use one 
of its two USB ports, 
and with its IPX6 
rating it can cope with 
a bit of weather. To 
make it even more 
useful, it has a torch. 

1T4x8.25x2.5cm. 

Weighs 250g. 
cotswoldoutdoor. 
com 



HAPE HIDE AND SEEK 
PERISCOPE, £11.72 

This is not really for serious birding and won’t be 
the subject of one of our optics reviews - unless BW 
editor Matt tells me otherwise. It’s not designed 
for budding submariners either. But it is something 
that a child in your life might enjoy exploring the 
natural world with, and that’s definitely worth 
encouraging. The Hide and Seek Periscope has an 8x 
magnification, is 80% sustainable bamboo and 10% 
bioplastic. Not suitable for under 5s. amazon.co.uk 



ALPKIT BACKPACKER FIRST 
AID KIT, £15 

Hopefully, you won’t need to use it, but if you’re 
accident prone, or simply responsible, you might be 


pleased to be carrying one 
of these. This Backpacker 
comes in a waterproof roll¬ 
top bag - which means you 
can make it a bit larger to 
accommodate extra stuff, or 
take some bits out and make 
it smaller. The contents 
are designed to deal with 
most common injuries 
that happen on a day walk. 
alpkit.com 




CERAMIC ROBIN Bl 
FEEDER, £12.99 


Simply fill its belly with 
bird food - you could 
try seeds, mealworms 
or suet pellets-and 
hang it in the garden. 
This ceramic Robin 


has holes in its flanks 
for feeding access and comes 
with a steel hanging wire. Its 
frost-resistant, has drainage holes to help avoid soggy 
dining and is easy enough to clean. If you prefer not to 
watch birds sticking their heads in the side of a Robin, 
there’s also a Blue Tit design. Or you could have one 
of each, shopping.rspb.org.uk 


TILLEY HAT CARE KIT, £10 



Tilleys don’t come cheap but with their lifetime 
guarantee they are good value. If you’ve invested in 
one (or more) this kit will help 
you look after it. It contains 
“everything you need to freshen 
up your cotton or nylon hat ”. 

That includes 75ml of wash-in 
cleaner, 75ml of waterproofing 
conditioning spray and a hat 
cord. And it is all packaged up 
in a dassy-looking canvas 
pouch. Of course it 
looks classy - this is 
Tilley, after all. 
tilley.com 


DURA GREEN CALGARY 
SEED FEEDER, £22.99 



This attractive feeder is made from 
‘thermally modified wood’ - wood that 
has had a heat treatment that means its 
coniferous timbers should last 
for about 20 years - and is 
certified with the Dura- 
Green Wood label. A 
clear, water-based varnish 
helps to preserve the feeder’s 
colour. To fill it up just slide the 
roof up the suspension cord, pour 
in the seed, and then lower the 
roof -the overhang provides a bit 
of protection from the elements. 
53.5cm high, birdfood.co.uk 


KEEN MEN S VENTURE 
WATERPROOF HIKING 
SHOES, £119.99 



Keen are best known for their sandals, but they 
do fill in the gaps sometimes. The Venture has an 
‘ALL-TERRAIN’ rubber sole with multi-directional 


lugs - and you know you wanted them. It has a 
waterproof, breathable membrane and natural odour 
control - if your feet produce unnatural odours you 
have a problem. This hiking shoe has a “locked-in” fit, 
and provides cushioning, comfort and arch support. 
And it comes with speed hooks - to make it easy to 
the laces. Sizes 6-14, keenfootwear.com 



BIRDLIFE INTERNATIONAL 
PREVENTING EXTINCTIONS 
T-SHIRT, £19 


This is worth a serious look. It’s a good 
price, with a good message on certified, 
organic cotton that is GM free and hasn’t 
been tested on animals. The low-waste 
printing happens in the UK in a 
factory that runs on renewable 
energy and £2.09 of your 
purchase price goes to BirdLife. 

Put one on your birthday list and 
do a little something for the one 
in eight of the world’s bird species 
threatened with extinction. In 
three colour options, XS-XXL. 
birdlife.teemill.com 
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london 

camera 

exchange 


\ 

VISIT YOUR LOCAL 

LCE FOR ALL 

OF OUR LATEST 

CAMERA OFFERS 
___ J 


SWAROVSKI 



CL Pocket 

Binoculars that are always with you and are 
a part of everything that you do, no matter 
what you’re doing, are practical. Binoculars 
that promise absolutely unrestricted viewing 
comfort are wonderful. But compact binoculars 
that also offer outstanding optical quality are 
simply brilliant. Just as brilliant as the new CL 
Pocket binoculars: 100% binoculars. 


CL Pocket 8x25 B 

£525.00 

CL Pocket 10x25 B 

£569.00 


Nikon 



PPOSTAFF 35 


Extremely compact and lightweight, PROSTAFF 
3S binoculars are ideal for casual outdoor 
activities. The slim body and comfortable grip 
ensure easy handling. Being waterproof and 
fog-free makes them suitable for all kinds of 
weather. Images are sharp and bright due to the 
multilayer-coated lenses and high-reflectivity 
prism coating. 


Prostaff 3s 8x42 

£139.00 

Prostaff 3s 10x42 

£149.00 


r ^ 

principal sponsor of 



We are proud to be an official 
sponsor and the approved retailer 
at the inaugural London Wildlife 
Festival. Organised by the London 
Wildlife Trust and Walthamstow 
Wetlands centre the festival with be 
a celebration of nature in an urban 
environment. 

Held over the weekend of 10th and 
11th August 2019 the festival will 
feature talks/walks/events/food 
and music. 

We will have a range of cameras, 
lenses and binoculars to try and 
buy over the weekend all at special 
show only prices. 

Events and activities 



MONARCH 5 


Made for intense use even under difficult light 
conditions, MONARCH 5 8x42 binoculars deliver 
what serious hunters and nature watchers look 
for: sharp bright images, a rugged design and 
high-comfort handling. MONARCH 5 binoculars 
are made for demanding conditions. They are 
waterproof, fog-proof, and the rubber armor 
provides a secure, comfortable grip. 


Monarch 5 8x42 

£269.00 


Monarch 5 10x42 

£269.00 



MONARCH 7 


Comfort is king! Nikon’s new MONARCH 
7 binoculars suit all outdoor activities from 
hunting expeditions to nature walks. The 
sophisticated all-new compact design weighs 
less than 500 g, making the MONARCH 7 the 
lightest in its class of high performance bin¬ 
oculars. Equally impressive are the superior 
optics and wide field of view. 


Monarch 7 8x30 

£269.00 

Monarch 7 10x30 

£279.00 


Art, music and 
literature 


Lively talks and 
debates 

Exhibitor stands 

vv 

WALTHAMSTOW 

WETLANDS 

visit 

www.londonwildlifefest.com 

for more information and tickets 


All listed branches stockan extended range of optical products and endeavorto keep a selection ofthese recommended items in stock. Please call before making a journey. 



PART EXCHANGE WELCOME 

Upgrading - we want your old cameras and photographic equipment! 

• EXPERIENCED KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF 

• TOP PRICES PAID • FILM OR DIGITAL EQUIPMENT CONSIDERED 

• QUALITY EQUIPMENT BOUGHT OUTRIGHT! 

Ask us today and see how much your old equipment is worth - it may be worth more than you think! 





































SEARCH OUR USED EQUIPMENT AT: 

www.LCEgroup.co.uk DDl 

HUGE RANGE AVAILABLE TO SEARCH TODAY! 





NATURE-TREK - 

Every lens is fully multi-coated on both sides to ensure a bright, high resolution image 
that offers great light transmission and improved contrast. 

Every Nature-Trek binocular features twist-up eye cups with three positions that allow the 
eye relief to be set correctly and ensure a full field of view. 

Smooth and precise focusing with impressive depth of field ensure no details are lost 
when viewing at long or short distances. 

An ultra modern design encased in a textured green rubber. The robust construction 
protects against water, fogging and accidental drops. 


Nature Trek 8x42 

£ 129.99 

Nature Trek 10x42 

£ 139.99 


ENDURANCE ED - 

Stunning optics providing crisp, clear and bright images with staggering light 
transmission, you will not be surprised that the Endurance range is head and 
shoulders above all competition in their price range. Where ED glass is utilised 
the optics show reduced colour fringing and the fully multi-coated lenses provide 
high resolution images ensures no details are lost when viewing at long or short 
distances down to 2m. 

All models feature twist-up eyepieces designed to help set the correct eye relief, 
making for comfortable viewing. 


FRONTIER HD X - 

Frontier HD X models utilise Dielectric Coatings providing increased light reflectivity 
and Fully Multi-Coated optics to produce sharp images. 

Designed from conception to offer the best performance available. The magnesium 
alloy body and high grade materials are a cut above the rest. 

Designed to be well balanced and fit effortlessly in the hand, Frontier binoculars are 
manufactured with soft touch rubber body armour for comfort in use. 

Replaceable twist-up eye cups with position stops allow you to set correct eye 
relief depending on personal preference or if eye glasses are being used. 


Endurance ED 8x32 

£ 179.99 

Endurance ED 8x42 

£ 209.99 

Endurance ED 10x42 

£ 209.99 


Frontier HD X 8x32 

£ 239.00 


Frontier HD X 8x42 

£ 269.00 

Frontier HD X 10x42 

£ 279.00 


• BATH 

COLCHESTER 

HEREFORD 

• NORWICH 

• SALISBURY 


• 01225 462234 

01206 573444 

01432 272655 

01603612537 

01722 335436 

r 

® PREMIER 

BRISTOL (BROADMEAD] 

DERBY 

LEAMINGTON 

• NOTTINGHAM 

• SOUTHAMPTON (high st] 

DEALER 

0117927 6185 

01332 348644 

01926 886166 

0115 941 7486 

023 8022 1597 

m ZEISS 

W CANTRE 
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• CHELTENHAM 

• EXETER 

• LONDON (STRAND] 

PLYMOUTH 

TAUNTON 

01242 519 851 

• 01392 279024 

02073790200 

01752 664894 

01823 259955 

V 

CHESTER 

GLOUCESTER 

• MANCHESTER 

PORTSMOUTH 

• WINCHESTER 

OPENING TIMES: 

01244 326531 

01452 304513 

0161 834 7500 

023 9283 9933 

• 01962 866203 

Monday—Saturday 
9am—5:30pm 

CHICHESTER 

• GUILDFORD 

NEWCASTLE 

• READING 

• WORCESTER 

Selected stores open Sun 

01243 531536 

• 01483 504040 

0191 213 0060 

0118 9592149 

01905 22314 

- please check for details. 


J 


BRANCHES NATIONWIDE 


UK MAIL ORDER Next day delivery available from all LCE branches. FREE postage on selected items. E. & 0. E. 

Prices quoted include VAT Id 20%. Prices subject to change. Goods subject to availability. 

















Are you sitting comfortably? 

Not easy out in the field is it? 

Until now that is. With Walkstool you can take a truly 
comfortable, light and easy to carry seat with you at 
all times. There are two ranges to choose from based 
on your budget, but all are made to the same exacting 
standards in Walkstool's factory in Sweden. 

The Comfort range has large seats, telescopic legs and 
large rubber feet - and is available in four different 
heights so there is one to suit you. Each comes with 
it's own carry bag, a'Steady 7 accessory is also available 
which prevents sinking on soft ground, is useful on 
slippery surfaces and generally helps maintain a longer 

life for your Walkstool. 


The Basic range is available in two different heights, 
has slightly smaller seats and rubber feet, but retains 
the telescopic legs. Ideal if you cannot justify spending 
on the Comfort model, if for instance, it's use would be 

occasional. 


m 




Walkstool 


For more information and details of your nearest stockist... 
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8x30 

10x30 

8x42 

10x42 

10x50 

Magnification 

Grossissement 

8 

10 

8 

10 

10 

Objective lens diameter 

Diametre de I'objectif 

30 

30 

42 

42 

50 

Exit Pupil 

Pupille de sortie 

3.75 

3 

5.25 

4.20 

5 

Minimum focus 

Mise au point min 

1.2 

1.2 

2 

1.8 

2.6 

Field of view 

Champ de vision 

151 

120 

151 

122 

120 

Eye relief 

Relief Oculaire 

15 

15 

17 

17.5 

17.8 

Height 

Hauteur 

117 

117 

140 

140 

163 

Weight 

Poids 

495 

499 

690 

700 

815 

Twilight factor 

Facteur crepusculaire 

15.5 

17.3 

18.3 

20.5 

22.3 

Warranty 

Garantie 

30 years 

30 years 

30 years 

30 years 

30 years 

Price 

Prix 

£529 

£539 

£719 

£739 

£769 




KITE OPTICS 


ft ALPHA 

OfTKMDISnifflJrOHLTI) 


Alpha Optical Distribution Ltd. 

T: Frazer 07725 081436 or Denys 07909 227517 
E: info@alphaodl.co.uk 



It's draughty and the temperature's all over 
the place. It can be hours before anyone speaks 
to me. The showers are cold and the other day 
there was sheepsh** on the floor. 



1000 

miles J 

&.Z019VL 


Join the fun, free, flexible challenge 
that changes lives one step at a time. 


walklOOOmiles.co.uk 


ainim 


j ■ ' Rohan 
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UKBIRDSIGHTINGS 

The best rare birds seen all around Britain in May 


COMPILED BY MIKE WEEDON 



May produced a host of extreme rarities, with a fine back-up of lesser rare fare 


Y ou know it was a good 
month for rarities when 
birds like American Bittern, 
Brown Shrike, Crag Martin 
and Baikal Teal (let alone 
Upland Sandpiper, Great 
Spotted Cuckoo and Collared Flycatcher) 
are bumped down the pecking order of 
the Rarity Roundup. Instead we will start 
with Great Knot! This is one of those 
waders we all dream of finding and the 
UK’s seventh simply turned up out of the 
blue at Skaw, Unst on 30th (and was still 
present into June). 

Next we move to Western Orphean 
Warbler. There have been just five 
accepted records of this species ever in 
the UK, and only one of these was in the 
spring (a first-summer trapped at 
Hartlepool Headland, Cleveland, on 29 
May 2012). So, one trapped in the 
observatory garden on Bardsey, Gwynedd 
on 19 May was sensational. Sadly, after 


release that morning, there was no 
further sign. 

Almost as rare is Cretzschmar’s 
Bunting which has occurred six times, 
previously, with two in May and three in 
June. The female which appeared at 
Minsmere RSPB, Suffolk, on 31st only, 
was a first for the county, but also for 
mainland Britain! There was initial 
confusion about its identity (Ortolan 
Buntings are similar), but some fine 


IS YOUR AREA COVERED? 

If your county doesn’t currently feature in 
U KBS and you’d like to supply a regular 
report, email matthew.merritt@ 
bauermedia.co.uk for details of how you can 
help. You can send rare bird photos to 
mike.weedon@bauermedia.co.uk 
Please send unprocessed JPEGs at 300dpi 


photographs proved its identity. 

Though not quite in the same league of 
rarity as the last two. Crag Martin is also 
a bird not to be sniffed at, with only 12 
accepted records in the UK (plus 
individuals like the one of Fair Isle, last 
May, which will surely be accepted). This 
month’s bird was at the closest we get to 
a Crag Martin ‘hotspot’, Beachy Head, 
East Sussex (which has already got a 
couple of previous records, in 1988 and 
1995, under its belt), on 22nd and 23rd. 

American Bittern has had considerably 
more occurrences, when looked at as a 
historical whole (with approaching 80 
accepted records). But, in a ‘modern 
context’, bear in mind that there have 
only been half a dozen or so since 1990. 
Of course, the bird’s ‘value’ to listers has 
been compromised somewhat by last 
year’s long-stayer at Carlton Marshes 
Suffolk; but the appearance of one at 
Loch Stiapavat, Lewis (Outer Hebrides) 
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on 10th was still big news. 

It was still present a couple 
of days later, but with no 
further reports. 

Since the first accepted UK 
Brown Shrike back in 1985, 
there have been 25 or so 
individuals, with a notable 
increase in recent years, 
including five individuals in 
2016, alone. Still, a singing male 
at Great Cowden, East Yorkshire, 
was an excellent discovery (on 
11th); and indeed was the first 
spring appearance of Brown 
Shrike in the UK, so it was better 
than excellent! Unfortunately, 
this was a one-day wonder. 

There have been fewer than 20 
British records of Baikal Teal 
and only about seven this 
millennium. As a gaudy Asian 
dabbling duck, questions will 
always be asked about origins 
(wild or otherwise). Indeed, you 
could purchase a handsome 
drake online for about £75, if 
you so desired. In its favour, the 
drake Baikal Teal found at 
March Farmers, Cambridgeshire, 
on 2nd, was bearing no rings 
(and captive birds are 
theoretically legally obliged to 
be close ringed). It was present 
in the same flooded fields until 
21st and on 23rd was relocated 
with its drake Wigeon close 


companion, at Kilnsea 
Wetlands, East Yorkshire and 
the next day at Hornsea Mere, 
in the same county, where it 
remained. Watch this space for 
its story in June! 

With fewer than 60 UK 
records. Upland Sandpipers are 
pretty rare waders. Most of 
these have been on Scilly, 
Cornwall or the Scottish 
islands, and some 13 were in 
the Victorian era! Very few 
indeed have been in the first 
half of the year, with one at 
Loch of Strathbeg RSPB, 
Aberdeenshire (5th to 6th May 
2008) an extreme exception. 

So, it was an amazing find 
when Norfolk’s first ever 
Upland Sandpiper was seen 
between Sheringham and 
Weybourne on 26th. 

One very rare bird which has 
been more regular here in 
recent years is Collared 
Flycatcher. There was a huge 
influx of this central and 
eastern European bird into 
Spain and France this spring. 
So, it was no surprise when a 
handful appeared. A female, 
was at Easington, East 
Yorkshire (11th), with a further 
three (one female) on Orkney 
and a male on Shetland in the 
next week or so. 


Clockwise from above left 
Black-winged Stilts, 

Wells, Norfolk, 

22 May 

White-winged Black Tern, 
Slimbridge WWT, 
Gloucestershire, 

May 

Iberian Chiffchaff, 
Dunwich Heath, Suffolk, 
27 May 

Brown Shrike, 

Cowden, East Yorkshire, 

11 May 

Baikal Teal (and Wigeon), 
Kilnsea Wetlands, East 
Yorkshire, 

23 May 

Collared Flycatcher, 
Easington, East Yorkshire, 
11 May 


Other key rarities 
and trends 

There were an exceptional six 
White-winged Terns at Abberton 
Reservoir, Essex, on 3rd (with one 
or two hanging around until 7th). 
Several others were scattered 
around the country. Black Terns 
were also on the move at the end 
of the week, in numbers, 
including up to 60 at Draycote 
Water, Warwickshire, on 7th. 

Other major trends during May 
included a splendid spread of 
Red-spotted Bluethroats (the 
Scandinavian subspecies) along 
the east coast and the Northern 
Isles. There were waves of Yellow 
Wagtails of rare subspecies, 
Subalpine Warblers, Iberian 
Chiffchaffs, Golden Orioles, 

Serins and a few Rustic Buntings 
and rare herons. 

Broad-billed Sandpipers were at 
Frampton Marsh RSPB, 
Lincolnshire, Holy Island, 
Northumberland and the 
Ythan Estuary, Aberdeenshire. 

A Stilt Sandpiper spent a few 
days at Lunt Meadows, 

Lancashire and a Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper was at Esha Ness, 
Mainland, Shetland, on 16th. 

The Norfolk Great Spotted 
Cuckoo (a first-summer bird) 
stayed mainly around the 
Weybourne area until 14th. 
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SOUTH WEST 


Highlights 


In association with 


&W Birtfwl&rt 




In what was an 
excellent month 
for rare birds, the region s best 
efforts were probably the male 
Black-headed Wagtail at Housel 
Bay, Cornwall (one of five in the 
country), and a Great Reed 
Warbler on St Marys, Scilly. 


AVON 


CLEVEDON TO WESTON-SUPER-MARE: A 

Gannet was seen at Sand Bay (25th). Up to eight 
Little Egrets were around the Yeo and the Axe. A 
Marsh Harrier was regular at coastal sites 
between Clevedon and Uphill all month. 
Whimbrel counts peaked with 70 at Sand Bay 
(2nd) and at Clevedon-Yeo (6th). One or two 
Little Ringed Plovers were picked out from 
hundreds of Ringed Plovers at Clevedon-Yeo, 
which also logged Little Stint (8th), Knot, 
Greenshank, Sanderling and up to eight 
Bar-tailed Godwits. A sea-watcher at Anchor 
Head, Weston-super-Mare (8th) saw an Arctic 
and a Pomarine Skua. Two Med Gulls were at 
Clevedon-Yeo (22nd) and White Wagtails were 
there on several dates. 

SEVERNSIDE: A drake Garganey was at 
Northwick Warth (1st), and there were two 
sightings of Common Scoters off New Passage. 

A Spoonbill dropped in briefly at Portbury Wharf 
(5th). A Marsh Harrier visited Northwick Warth 
(12th). Wader sightings there included two 
Avocets (13th), a Temminck’s Stint (18th), 
six Knot and the only Green Sandpiper of the 
month (8th), and up to five Little Ringed Plovers 
all month. 

Maximum wader counts between Severn 
Beach and Northwick Warth were mid-month 
with 80 Grey Plovers, 48 Sanderling, 

11 Whimbrel, 12 Bar-tailed Godwit, 15 Redshank 
and three Greenshank. Single Med and 
Yellow-legged Gulls appeared at Portbury 
Wharf, which also had the only Grasshopper 
Warbler (1st), a Blue-headed Wagtail (5th) and a 
Nightingale (27th). Arctic Terns passed up the 
coast in double figures to mid-month. 

THE RESERVOIRS: A drake Garganey was at 
Chew (13th-18th). One Scaup was at Chew 
(1st-2nd), and the Lesser Scaup was last seen at 
Blagdon Lake (6th). Three Common Scoters 
dropped in at Chew (7th) and four visited Barrow 
Gurney (21st). Two Cattle Egrets appeared at 
Chew (5th) and a Purple Heron (17th). Up to four 
Little Egrets and two Great White Egrets spent 
the month at Chew and Blagdon. Marsh Harriers 
were seen regularly at Chew and there was an 
Osprey at Blagdon (6th). A day-total of 12 Red 
Kites over Chew (17th) was exceptional, and the 
Hobby count there reached 11. Waders at Chew 
included 20 Black-tailed and one Bar-tailed 
Godwit, a Little Ringed Plover (7th) and a 
Sanderling (23rd). A Kittiwake dropped in at 
Chew (10th) and a Yellow-legged Gull (2nd). A 
Roseate Tern generated great excitement by 
visiting both Chew and Blagdon (21st), while 
Chew’s top counts were 36 Common Terns 
(17th), six Arctic Terns (9th) and 41 Black Terns 
(7th). Barrow Gurney reservoirs produced a 
Sanderling and two Black Terns (8th), and single 
White Wagtails on three dates. 

OTHER SITES: Two Osprey flyover reports 


were received, from Saltford and Yate. Two Grey 
Partridges at Marshfield are a rare occurrence 
these days, as were three Dotterel around the 
Wiltshire border (6th). Passage Wood Warblers 
turned up at three sites during the first week. 
Unseasonal reports included two of Black 
Redstart, also a Brambling (25th) at Ingst. The 
strange chestnut-crowned sparrow, presumed a 
House Sparrow-Spanish Sparrow cross, 
remained in Eastville, Bristol. 

Jane Cumming 


CHANNEL ISLANDS 


JERSEY: The Wetlands Centre held breeding 
Tufted Ducks, Coots, Moorhens, Mallards, 
Gadwall, Greylags, Pochards, Shovelers, 
Lapwings, 50 pairs of Sand Martins and three 
pairs of Oystercatchers. There was a Red-crested 
Pochard, Whitethroats, Stonechats, Meadow 
Pipits, Sky Larks, Great Crested Grebes, 
Shelducks, an Osprey (16th-18th) and Spoonbill 
(24th and 26th). A Golden Oriole was at La Saie 
(5th). A Serin was at Grantez (26th). Sixteen 
pairs of Stonechats, five pairs of White Wagtails 
and 16 pairs of Long-eared Owls bred. Five pairs 
of Cirl Buntings nested on Grouville Common. 
Les Ormes had Blackcaps, Garden Warblers and 
Dartford Warblers. Dartford Warblers bred near 
Noirmontand Portelet. 

Five pairs of Little Egrets were at both Jersey 
Pearl and Causie Lane probably, with others on 
the Ecrehous, where there were five pairs of 
Sandwich Terns and 50 pairs of Common Terns. 
Four pairs of Puffins and 14 Razorbills east of 
Plemont were feeding young. Manx Shearwaters 
were offshore. Great Northern Divers, Common 
Scoters, Great Crested Grebes, 50 Gannets and 
50 Cormorants were off La Rocque. Firecrests 
were near Noirmont. Ringed Plovers, Dunlin and 
Sanderling roosted at La Saline. Two Peregrines 
were on St Thomas’s Church. 

Bertram Bree 


CORNWALL 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Quail was at St Wenn (28th). 

A Great White Egret was at Feock (4th). A Purple 
Heron was at Marazion (3rd) and Hayle (5th). 
The Glossy Ibis remained around Marazion. A 
Spoonbill was at Walmsley (1st). A Honey 
Buzzard was at Botallack (15th). Black Kites were 
at Zelah (11th), Skewjack (13th) and Lamorna 
(14th). There was an influx of Red Kites. A 
Stone-curlew was at Lizard Village (20th). A 
Temminck’s Stint was at Walmsley (1st-17th). A 
Wood Sandpiper flew past Godrevy (20th). An 
Iceland Gull was seen at several sites in the Far 
West. Bee-eaters were at Lizard Village (10th 
and 18th), with two at Housel Bay (18th) and one 
at Cadgwith (27th). 

A Hoopoe was at Kenidjack (1st-3rd). 
Wrynecks were at Bass Point (18th) and Kynance 
Cove (16th). Golden Orioles passed through 
Polgigga (11th) and Penlee Point (12th). A 
Red-rumped Swallow was at Lizard Village (4th). 
Woodchat Shrikes were at Carn Gloose 
(2nd-3rd), The Lizard (12th) and Polgigga 
(16th-19th). A Dusky Warbler was at Bass Point 
(19th). A Melodious Warbler was at Nanjizal 
(23rd). A Black-headed Wagtail was at Housel 
Bay (19th). A Serin was at Nanjizal (23rd). 

Sara McMahon 


DEVON 


LUNDY: Highlights included the third 
Western Subalpine Warbler in 10 days, four Tree 
Pipits, 150 Linnets, 35 Willow Warblers, 20 
Chiffchaffs, 35 Wheatears, seven Ravens, 200 
House Martins, 15 Swifts, 30 Blackcaps, 15 
Spotted Flycatchers, 15 Whitethroats, 22 Sedge 
Warblers, 5,000 Swallows, 62 Puffins, two 


Greenshanks, 20 Dunlin, five Ringed Plovers, 
two Dotterels, two Whinchats, two Black 
Redstarts, 246 Kittiwakes, Marsh Harrier, 
Red-footed Falcon, Squacco Heron, Continental 
Coal Tit, Turtle Dove, Merlin, Wood Lark, Pied 
Flycatcher, Yellow Wagtail, Hooded Crow, 
Eastern Subalpine Warbler, Wood Warbler, 
Cuckoo, White Wagtail, Whimbrel, Hen Harrier 
and Hawfinch,. 

NORTH DEVON: Braunton had three 
Greenshanks, three White Wagtails, five Little 
Egrets, Whinchat, Wood Sandpiper, Marsh 
Harrier, Osprey and two Garganeys. Barnstaple 
had seven Black-tailed Godwits, a Knot and Med 
Gull. An Osprey was on the Skern. Fremington 
and Bickington both had six Whimbrels. Morte 
Point had 60 Manx Shearwaters and a Whimbrel. 
The Taw Estuary had two Ospreys. Red Kites 
were at five sites including five at Ilfracombe. 

SOUTH DEVON: Slapton logged Great 
Northern Diver, two Red-throated Divers, 
Ring-necked Duck, Purple Heron, Whimbrel, 
Nightjar, 66 Manx Shearwaters and 300 Swifts. 
Berry Head had 28 Puffins, two Red-throated 
Divers, 97 Manx Shearwaters and a Great 
Northern Diver. The Plym Estuary held a 
Red-crested Pochard, 11 Whimbrels and 16 
Mandarins. A Cattle Egret was in the Clennon 
Valley. Prawle Point had five Puffins, two 
Black-throated Divers, an Arctic Skua, Great 
Northern Diver, three Manx Shearwaters and 
eight Common Scoters. 

Wembury had a White Wagtail, several 
Whimbrels, four Red Kites and two Grey Plovers. 
Exminster Marshes had Garganey, Marsh 
Harrier, many Whimbrel, 215 Dunlin, two 
Spoonbills and three White-winged Black Terns. 
Yarner had a Cuckoo, Garden Warbler, three 
Tree Pipits, 10 Pied Flycatchers, three Redstarts, 
two Spotted Flycatchers, a Green Woodpecker, 
and two Grey Wagtails. Two Nightjars were at 
Plympton, with six at Cann Woods, two at Bovey 
Tracey and one at Haldon. Topsham had 12 
Whimbrels, four Hobbies, three Red Kites and 
three Knot. Seven Ring-necked Parakeets were 
at Exmouth. There were 45 Manx Shearwaters at 
Labrador Bay. One or two Red Kites were at 25 
sites. Cuckoos were at 10 sites (six at Ashburton). 

THURLESTONE BAY: Highlights included a 
Kentish Plover, Honey Buzzard, 80 Common 
Scoters, a Black-throated Diver, two Great 
Northern Divers, 140 Gannets, 20 Fulmars, 80 
Manx Shearwaters, two Balearic Shearwaters, an 
Avocet, six Grey Plovers, 57 Sanderling, 54 
Dunlin, a Ruff, 10 Black-tailed Godwits, 12 
Bar-tailed Godwits, 26 Whimbrels, Greenshank, 
three Pomarine Skuas, Arctic Skua, five Great 
Skuas, Yellow-legged Gull, Puffin, three pairs of 
Stonechats and Blue-headed Wagtail. 

Harvey Kendall and Mike Passman 
(thurlestonebaybirds.co.uk) 


DORSET 


HIGHLIGHTS: Garganeys were at West 
Bexington (5th-6th), Stanpit Marsh (15th-16th), 
Radipole RSPB (21st-25th) and Mudeford Quay 
(23rd). The Ring-necked Duck commuted 
between Lodmoor RSPB and Radipole. Cattle 
Egrets and Great White Egrets were at several 
sites. A Honey Buzzard flew over Portland (10th), 
as did a Purple Heron (19th). Four Spoonbills 
were at Brownsea Island (28th-29th). Ospreys, 
Red Kites, Hobbies and Merlins were all noted. 
Black-winged Stilt, Curlew Sandpiper, 
Stone-curlew, Little Stint, Temminck’s Stint, 
Spotted Sandpiper and Whimbrel were seen. 
Little Gulls were seen regularly. A Roseate Tern 


and Black Tern were at Abbotsbury Swannery 
(31st), with a Black Tern at Mudeford Quay 
(2nd). Four Puffins were off Portland Bill (30th). 
Turtle Doves were on Portland, in north Dorset 
and at Burton. A Hoopoe was at West Bexington 
(30th). Seven Bee-eaters were at Durlston CP 
(15th). Wrynecks were at Wykes Regis (6th) and 
Portland (16th) where there were Golden 
Orioles (from 7th), and a Common Rosefinch 
(25th). A Melodious Warbler was at Portland Bill 
(6th). Serins were seen several times. 

Robin Trundle 


ISLES OF SCILLY 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Red-rumped Swallow and 
Ashy-headed Wagtail were at Porth Hellick, with 
a Hoopoe and Woodchat Shrike on St Martin’s 
(1st). The islands’ second Savi’s Warbler was at 
Porth Hellick (2nd), with a Subalpine Warbler 
nearby. The Cetti’s Warbler remained there 
throughout. A Hawfinch was at Mount Todden, 
St Mary’s (3rd). A Hooded Crow on St Agnes 
(3rd) moved to St Mary’s and then Tresco during 
its stay. A Night Heron was at Porth Hellick and 
a Little Bunting at Trenoweth (3rd). Another 
Red-rumped Swallow was on Bryher (5th). An 
Osprey flew over Annet, St Agnes and St Mary’s 
(6th), when a Subalpine Warbler was on St 
Agnes. Three Golden Orioles were on St Martin’s 
and one on St Mary’s (7th). A Stone-curlew was 
near Mount Todden, a Richard’s Pipit on 
St Agnes cricket pitch, a Nightingale on Bryher 
and a Serin over Trenoweth (8th). 

A Purple Heron was on St Martin’s 
(10th-28th). A Lesser Yellowlegs on Bryher 
(11th-12th) was the first spring record for years. 

A Short-toed Lark was on Tresco (12th). A 
Hoopoe arrived on Gugh (12th). A Subalpine 
Warbler was on Tresco (13th). A Water Pipit was 
at Porth Hellick (15th). In a good spring for Turtle 
Doves, 24 on Bryher (16th) was exceptional. A 
Red-rumped Swallow and three Whinchats were 
at Old Grimsby (16th). A Red-footed Falcon on 
St Martin’s (17th) and St Mary’s (from 18th). A 
Red-rumped Swallow was at Porth Hellick (17th), 
when an Osprey and Hobby were on St Martin’s. 
There were several Golden Orioles. 

The first Tree Sparrow since 2010 was in a St 
Mary’s garden (19th). An Osprey flew over Hugh 
Town (22nd). A Glossy Ibis was on Tresco (22nd) 
then Porth Hellick. Great and Pomarine Skuas 
flew past Porth Hellick Down (23rd). Porth 
Hellick had a Quail (23rd), possible limosa- race 
Black-tailed Godwits (27th) and Great Reed 
Warbler (29th-30th). 

WillWagstaff 


WILTSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHT: Two Black-winged Stilts and a 
Garganey were at Langford Lakes. Three 
Dotterel stayed near Drifton Hill for two days. A 
Red-backed Shrike was at Blakehill. Ospreys 
were at Cumberwell and Rowde. Turtle Doves 
were at Langford Lakes and Longbridge Deverill. 
SPTA(C) held a Fieldfare (27th; latest county 
record by four days). The Water Park had 
Redshank, Ruff, Ringed Plover, Whimbrel, 
Greenshank, Common Sandpiper, Black-tailed 
Godwit, Dunlin, 13 Black Terns and a Great 
White Egret. A Common Sandpiper was at 
Bowood and a Dunlin at Langford Lakes. Garden 
Warblers were in better numbers than of late, but 
Redstarts were at only three sites and 
Grasshopper Warblers four. Corn Buntings were 
at 13 sites including 50 on Pewsey Downs. 
Cuckoos called at 15 sites. The first Hobby was at 
Alderton (3rd). Quail called at SPTA(C), 
SPTA(E) and Pewsey Downs. A Ring-necked 
Parakeet was at Colerne. 

Rob Turner 
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Serin, 

Littlestone-on-Sea, Kent, 
23 May 




SOUTH EAST 


Highlights n assoc, at^th 

A Crag Martin Birdwtert 

at Beachy Head, 

East Sussex 

(22nd and 23rd) was the top story. 
Meanwhile, Hampshire had a great 
month, with a Squacco Heron at 
Titchfield Haven NNR (24th- 
26th), a Gull-billed Tern at 
Keyhaven Marshes and the 
Bonaparte’s Gull at Blashford 
Lakes HWT. 


BEDFORDSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: GroveburySPhelda 
Temmincks Stint (25th-27th), Little Stint 
(26th-27th), three Black Terns (7th), 19 Knot 
(8th) and seven Sanderling (26th). Wood 
Sandpipers were at Chimney Corner (16th) and 
Broom GP (12th). Two Black-necked Grebes 
were at Stewartby Lake (2nd), with one at Priory 
CP (10th). An influx of Black Terns (7th) included 
22 at Stewartby Lake and 31 at Chimney Corner. 
A Black Redstart was at Blows Down (7th-9th). 
Robin Chittenden. For the latest bird news please 
phone 09068700245. Calls to 09068700245 
from a land line or mobile phone cost 65p per 
minute plus your phone company access charge. 
Service provided by Birdline East Anglia; for 
enquiries please call 0550 555 6946 or 07941555 
970, www.birdlineeastanglia.co.uk 
twitter.com/BirdlineEAnglia 
facebook.com/robin.chittenden7 


BERKSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: AWhite Stork was at Winkfield 
(2nd). A Hoopoe was at Bracknell (19th). A 
Wood Warbler was at Bucklebury Common 
(7th). 

DINTON PASTURES CP: There wasa 
Shelduck (5th), Garganey (1st-5th), three 
Oystercatchers, a Black Tern (8th) and Wood 
Warbler (1st). 

FOBNEY MEADOW: There were two 
Shelducks (6th), five Greenshanks, and a Wood 
Sandpiper (8th). 

MOOR GREEN LAKES: Highlights included 
two Grey Plovers, Whimbrel, Turnstone and 
Black Tern (8th), four Shelducks, five 
Oystercatchers, two Greenshanks and two Wood 
Sandpipers, 

PINGEWOOD GP: There was a Greenshank 
(16th-18th) and Wood Sandpiper (1st). 

QUEEN MOTHER RESERVOIR: There was a 
Great Northern Diver (4th), two Sanderling, and 
a Turnstone (8th). 

THEALE GP: Highlights included eight 
Red-crested Pochards, Osprey (17th), five 
Oystercatchers, Arctic Tern (4th) and eight Black 
Terns. 

WOOLHAMPTON GP: There was a 
Red-crested Pochard (17th), five Oystercatchers, 
and two Black Terns (17th). 

OTHER SITES: Two Oystercatchers were at 
Lower Farm GP (2nd), two at Sulhamstead 
Abbots (4th-18th), two at Battlemead Common 
(6th-19th), and three at Twyford GP (30th). A 


Curlew was at RAF Welford (6th), with two at 
Wellbottom Down (2nd-28th). A Knot was at 
Sonning Eye GP and flew into Berkshire (8th). A 
Black Tern was at Streatley (8th). A Grasshopper 
Warbler was at Thatcham Marsh (18th). Two 
Ring Ouzels were at Inkpen Hill (3rd). 

Marek Walford (www.berksbirds.co.uk) 


HAMPSHIRE 


BLASHFORD LAKES & AVON VALLEY: The 

Bonaparte’s Gull lingered on Ibsley Water until 
12th, where there was also a Little Gull (1st-9th), 
Arctic Tern (10th & 18th) and Black Tern (max. 
seven on 8th). Migrant waders included Grey 
Plover (8th), Whimbrel (5th and three, 7th), 
Bar-tailed Godwit (1st and two, 8th), Turnstone 
(1st-2nd; six, 8th; and two, 20th), Knot (8th), 
Dunlin (max. four), Common Sandpiper (max. 
four) and Greenshank (16th-17th). A Great White 
Egret (17th) and an Osprey (19th) were seen 
flying over Ibsley Water. 

HILL HEAD TO HAMBLE: The highlight at 
Titchfield Haven was a Sguacco Heron on the 
Posbrook Floods (24th-26th), following a Glossy 
Ibis at the start of the month (1st-2nd). A Golden 
Oriole was seen briefly (12th) to add to a good 
month for Mediterranean overshoots! Other 
scarcer species included a Pink-footed Goose 
(12th-16th), Little Stint (23rd), Wood Sandpiper 
(3rd & 25th), Little Gull (15th) and Wood Warbler 
(6th). A Long-tailed Duck was off Hill Head 
(7th-12th) and a Spoonbill flew over, while 
passage on the sea included monthly totals of 16 
Pomarine and 15 Arctic Skuas, as well as 
Kittiwake, Arctic Tern and Black Tern. 

LANGSTONE HARBOUR & HAYLING 
ISLAND: Highlights at Farlington Marshes 
included a pair of Garganey (12th-13th), one or 
two Spoonbills on several dates and a Curlew 
Sandpiper (1st). Commoner migrants reported 
included Whimbrel, Greenshank, Whinchat and 
Wheatear. On Hayling Island, a Roseate Tern 
was off Sandy Point (14th), where there were up 
to five Black Terns and one Arctic Tern. An 
impressive 17 Pomarine Skuas passed (16th) and 
there were also records of Great Northern Diver, 
Fulmar, Kittiwake and Arctic Skua. 

LYMINGTON TO MILFORDONSEA: The 

highlight was a Gull-billed Tern at Pennington 
(31st). Waders passed through in very good 
variety, led by a Red-necked Phalarope (31st) 
and Temmincks Stint (17th-25th), as well as 
Curlew Sandpiper (two, 2nd-6th and 31st), Little 
Stint (two, 13th), Wood Sandpiper (18th), 

Spotted Redshank (3rd-5th) and up to six Ruff. 
Up to six Spoonbills were also present 


throughout. Other scarcities included a 
Garganey (17th), up to two Little Gulls 
(20th-26th) and an Osprey over Normandy 
Marsh (30th). Seawatching from Milford-on-Sea 
produced three Pomarine, two Arctic and one 
Great Skua. Sixteen Manx Shearwaters were 
seen (7th), plus Arctic and Black Terns. 

OTHER: A Glossy Ibis was at Fishlake Meadows 
(14th). Four Spoonbills were over Bishopstoke 
(4th). A female Montagu’s Harrier was at Stokes 
Bay (17th). Stokes Bay produced 10 Pomarine 
and two Arctic Skuas, as well as 36 Black Terns, 
including 24 (17th). Five Poms were also seen 
passing Lepe (16th). Fleet Pond had a Garganey 
(7th-10th), an Osprey (7th), 10 Arctic Terns (8th) 
and a monthly total of six Black Terns. A Wood 
Sandpiper flew over Aldershot (6th). 

Tom Jordan 


HERTFORDSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Hoopoe was at Hunsdon 
(8th). Two Ring Ouzels were at Maple Cross 
(5th-6th), with one at West Hyde GP (6th). 
Amwell held a Spoonbill (1st-17th), Garganey, 
and two Black Terns (14th). A Garganey was at 
Rye Meads. The Smew remained at Bowyer’s 
Water (to 18th). Wilstone Reservoir logged a 
Garganey (3rd), two Little Gulls (5th), a 
Black-necked Grebe (6th-7th) and 10 Black Terns 
(8th-10th). There were 17 Black Terns at 
Marsworth Reservoir (8th), with 11 at Startop’s 
End Reservoir (8th) and two at Hilfield Park 
Reservoir and Bury Lake (14th). 

Robin Chittenden. For the latest bird news please 
phone 09068 700 245. Calls to 09068 700 245 
from a land line or mobile phone cost 65p per 
minute plus your phone company access charge. 
Service provided by Birdline East Anglia; for 
enquiries please call 0550 555 6946 or 07941555 
970, www.birdlineeastanglia.co.uk 
twitter.com/BirdlineEAnglia 
facebook.com/robin.chittenden7 


KENT 


HIGHLIGHTS: An adult Lesser Grey Shrike was 
at Cooling Marshes and Northward Hill RSPB 
(19th). A Tawny Pipit was at Kingsgate (21st). A 
Whiskered Tern was at Dungeness RSPB (20th), 
with other sightings including up to five Cattle 
Egrets, Wood Sandpiper (1st), Serin (6th), 
Temmincks Stint (13th), and Purple Heron 
(15th). A Kentish Plover was at Dungeness NNR 
(7th), a Honey Buzzard drifted over (11th), single 
Bee-eaters flew over (20th & 23rd), and there 
was a male Red-backed Shrike (22nd). Sandwich 
Bay had two Red-rumped Swallows and a 
Spoonbill (1st), Black Kite (2nd), single Honey 
Buzzards (7th & 25th), and a Golden Oriole 


(18th). Cattle Egrets were at Luddenham 
Marshes (up to seven), Conningbrook Lakes CP, 
Upless (up to five), Oare Marshes NR (four), 
Chilham (two), Shellness/Swale NNR (four), and 
Elmley NNR (two). A Red-rumped Swallow was 
at Reculver (2nd). A Serin went over Foreness 
Point (2nd), with one around St Margaret’s at 
Cliffe (3rd-4th). Conningbrook Lakes CP had a 
Black-crowned Night Heron (2nd-12th). A male 
Golden Oriole was at Foreness Point (10th), one 
at Hamstreet (13th & 26th), another at Pegwell 
Bay (23rd), while one flew over Reculver (21st). 
Two Cranes flew over Folkestone (13th). A Serin 
was at Littlestone-on-Sea (15th-31st). Bee-eaters 
were at Lade GP (21st), Hildenborough (23rd), 
and St Margaret’s at Cliffe (26th), plus a Dotterel. 
A Honey Buzzard was over Worth Marsh (23rd). 
A Purple Heron was at Pegwell Bay (27th). 


SURREY 


HIGHLIGHTS: Two Cranes flew over Tice’s 
Meadow (4th). The female Ring-necked Duck 
was still around Frensham Little Pond (5th), with 
eight Black Terns there (8th). A probable Kentish 
Plover was at Hedgecourt Lake (7th). A Honey 
Buzzard flew over Thorncombe Street (23rd). A 
Golden Oriole sang at Thursley Common (26th). 
The first-winter Brent Goose remained around 
Tice’s Meadow (2nd-13th), where a Black Tern 
flew over (4th), followed by two (8th). A female 
Hen Harrier went over Thundry Meadows (13th). 
Two Sandwich Terns went through Island Barn 
Reservoir (19th). 


SUSSEX 


EAST SUSSEX: A Crag Martin was at Beachy 
Head (22nd-23rd). The Ring-necked Duck 
remained around Pett Level (1st-6th). A Hoopoe 
was at Pevensey Levels (2nd), and a Crane called 
in (5th). A Red-rumped Swallow was between 
Alfriston and Litlington (5th). A Bee-eater was 
over Winchelsea (15th), and a Honey Buzzard 
was there (19th). Another Bee-eater was at 
Beachy Head (23rd). Two Cranes circled Newick 
(24th). A male Serin was at Beachy Head (24th). 
A Temmincks Stint was at Rye Harbour N R 
(30th). 

WEST SUSSEX: A Black Stork was at Knepp 
Mill Pond (18th), with it or another at Black Down 
NT (21st). A juvenile White-tailed Eagle was at 
Arundel (2nd). A Black-crowned Night Heron 
went over Waltham Brooks SWT (5th). A Cattle 
Egret was at Pulborough Brooks RSPB (18th), 
with two Black-winged Stilts (21st). A probable 
Golden Oriole was at West Wittering (22nd). A 
Honey Buzzard was over Arundel WWT (23rd). 
A Bee-eater was over Lancing (23rd). Two Cattle 
Egrets flew west at Selsey Bill (27th). 
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UK BIRD SIGHTINGS HAY 


EAST ANGLIA 


Highlights 


In association with 


Rare Bird 



The UKs first 
mainland 
Cretzschmar’s 

Bunting was an amazing find at 
Minsmere RSPB, Suffolk, on 31st. 
The Baikal Teal was at March 
Farmers (Nene Washes), 
Cambridgeshire 2nd to 21st, when 
it presumably headed north with 
its accompanying drake Wigeon. 
Six White-winged Black Terns 
were at Abberton Reservoir, Essex, 
on 3rd. 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: The Baikal Teal relocated to the 
Nene Washes (2nd-19th). Also there was a 
fly-over Arctic Skua (3rd). The American 
Wigeon remained at Paxton Pits (to 5th). A 
Purple Heron was at Maxey Pits. Our latest ever 
Great Grey Shrike was at Needingworth (from 
16th). Grafham Water held a Red-necked 
Phalarope (17th) and 39 Black Terns (8th). 

Three Temminck’s Stints were at the Ouse 
Washes (16th- 24th), with one at Berry Fen 
(17th). The Ouse Washes had Little Stint and two 
Curlew Sandpipers (16th). 

Little Stints were at Fen Drayton (16th-17th) 
and Paxton Pits (19th). Wood Warblers were at 
Eldernell (1st), Gamlingay Wood (11th) and 
Bedford Purlieus (18th). 

Robin Chittenden. For the latest bird news please 
phone 09068 700 245. Calls to 09068 700 245 
from a land line or mobile phone cost 65p per 
minute plus your phone company access charge. 
Service provided by Birdline East Anglia; for 
enquiries please call 0550 555 6946 or 07941555 
970, www.birdlineeastanglia.co.uk 
twitter.com/BirdlineEAnglia 
facebook.com/robin.chittenden7 


ESSEX 


METROPOLITAN ESSEX: The Lee Valley 
logged five Arctic Terns and seven Black Terns. 
King George V Reservoir held two Turnstones 
and a Whinchat. Walthamstow Wetlands had a 
Garganey. Whinchats were at five sites and 
Spotted Flycatchers at four. Gallions Reach had 
an Osprey, Great White Egret, five Arctic Terns 
and three Kittiwakes. Creekmouth held two 
Little Gulls, two Mediterranean Gulls, two Arctic 
Terns, a Black Tern and Whimbrel. A Great 
White Egret was in the Mar Dyke, 

Wood Warblers were in Romford (10th) and 
South Woodford. A Spoonbill flew over the 
Ingrebourne Valley. Red Kites were regular 
around Epping Forest. A Honey Buzzard flew 
over Bedfords Park. Three Crossbills flew over 
Ardleigh Green. Two Quail were in Upminster. 

MID ESSEX: Abberton logged a Bonaparte’s 
Gull, Little Gull, six White-winged Black Terns, 19 
Black Terns, a Red-necked Grebe, Ring-necked 
Duck, three Cattle Egrets, a Golden Oriole, two 
Great White Egrets, a Spoonbill, a family of 
Ravens and regular Red Kites. A Black Kite flew 
over East Mersea. A Cattle Egret was at 
Chigborough. 

NORTH EAST ESSEX: A Black Kite flew over 
Holland Haven, with a Montagu’s Harrier at 
Wigboro Wick Farm. The Naze held an Eastern 
Subalpine Warbler, Tree Pipit and Common 
Rosefinch. A Spoonbill was at Colne Point. 


Great Grey Shrike, 
Needingworth, Cambridgeshire, 
27 May 




Wrabness had four Turtle Doves and 300 Brent 
Geese. Frinton maxima included an Arctic Skua, 
79 Sandwich Terns two Arctic Terns, 23 Yellow 
Wagtails, two Great White Egrets, 13 Fulmars, 
135 House Martins, an Osprey, Spotted 
Flycatcher, Turtle Dove, Red-throated Diver, 
Cattle Egret, 143 Gannets, two Velvet Scoters, 23 
Black Terns, 87 Whimbrels, 356 Swallows, four 
Hobbies, seven Pomarine Skuas, three 
Kittiwakes, 344 Brent Geese and four Eiders. 

RAINHAM MARSHES: Highlights included a 
few Bar-tailed Godwits, eight Knot, nine 
Sanderling, Grey Plovers, Whimbrels, Dunlin, 43 
Ringed Plover, the odd Greenshank, Snipe and 
Green Sandpiper, Turnstone, 13 Ruff, 12 
Common Sandpipers, two Temminck’s Stints, a 
Roseate Tern, a few Common Terns, 38 Arctic 
Terns, a Little Tern, eight Black Terns, a White 
Stork, two Cattle Egrets, two Great White 
Egrets, two Spoonbills, 12 Hobbies, four Red 
Kites, a Pinkfoot, Peregrine, Short-eared Owl, 
five Cuckoos, two Garganeys, two Whinchats, a 
few late Wheatears, two Spotted Flycatchers and 
two Bullfinches. 

SOUTH EAST ESSEX: RSPB Bowers had a 


Whooper Swan, Wood Sandpiper, Ring-necked 
Duck, Whinchat, Spoonbill, Wryneck and three 
Black-necked Grebes. Two Red-footed Falcons 
and a Redstart were at Billericay. A Honey 
Buzzard flew over Ingatestone. Woodham 
Ferrers had a Montagu’s Harrier and Osprey. 
Hanningfield Reservoir held two Garganeys, a 
Bar-tailed Godwit, two Black-necked Grebes and 
two Scaup. Short-eared Owls were seen on 
Wallasea and Foulness. Foulness held six pairs of 
Turtle Doves, with others at Great Wakering and 
Fleet Head where a Hen Harrier was noted. A 
Dotterel was in Bradwell, with a Firecrest and 
Turtle Dove around the Observatory. Garganeys 
were on Wallasea and at Paglesham Lagoon. 
Gunners Park produced two Eiders, six Black 
Terns, a Manx Shearwater and Osprey. There 
were 16 Arctic Terns and 57 Gannets off Canvey 
Point. 

Howard Vaughan 


NORFOLK 


HIGHLIGHTS: Norfolk’s first Upland Sandpiper 
was at Weybourne (26th), where the Great 
Spotted Cuckoo remained (to 14th). A Little 
Bittern was at Nunnery Lakes (12th-14th). A 
Black-crowned Night-heron flew over 


Snettisham (14th). Purple Herons were at 
Burnham Overy Staithe (to 11th) and Titchwell 
(from 25th). Eleven Cattle Egrets were at Stiffkey 
(31st). A Slavonian Grebe was at Hickling Broad 
(10th). Two Black-winged Stilts were at Wells 
(22nd), with another (27th). There were27 
Dotterel at Choseley. A Kentish Plover was at 
Breydon Water (17th). Temminck’s Stints 
included five at Cley Marshes and four at Wells. 
Great Reed Warblers were at Pensthorpe (6th) 
and Titchwell (12th). Red-spotted Bluethroats 
were at Cley Marshes (9th) and Weybourne 
(19th-21st). A Common Rosefinch was at 
Eccles-on-Sea (18th). Five Bee-eaters flew north 
at Winterton (18th), with singles at Heacham 
(21st), Cart Gap (25th), Holme (26th), and Cley, 
Sheringham and Mundesley (27th). 

Red-rumped Swallows flew north at 
Terrington St Clement (7th) and Horsey (9th). 
Hoopoes were at Snettisham (1st-2nd), Holme 
(13th) and Caister (27th). Serins were at Waxham 
(7th), Kelling (13th), Titchwell (26th) and Holme 
(29th). Wood Warblers were at six sites. There 
was a small arrival of Pied Flycatchers (18th). Ten 
Shore Larks remained at Holkham Gap (to 7th). 

A White-tailed Eagle was at Cart Gap and 
Horsey (6th-7th). Montagu’s Harriers were at five 
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sites. Honey Buzzards included two at Waxham 
(6th); singles at Wells (6th) and Heacham (14th). 

BREYDON WATER: There were 17 Black Terns 
(9th). A Hen Harrier, Merlin and Short-eared Owl 
hunted. Wheatears peaked at five. Fewer Cetti s 
Warblers were seen, but Cuckoos were more in 
evidence this spring. Maxima included eight 
Spoonbills, two Great White Egrets, 16 Little 
Egrets, 23 Barnacle Geese, 13 Egyptian Geese, 
385 Shelducks, 140 Teal, three Garganey, 12 
Shovelers, nine Pochards, 106 Avocets, 66 
Ringed Plover, 57 Grey Plovers, 18 Golden 
Plovers, 27 Knot, 12 Sanderling, 261 Black-tailed 
Godwits, 10 Greenshanks, 10 Common 
Sandpipers, 129 Whimbrels, Curlew Sandpiper, 
Little Stint, Ruff and Wood Sandpiper. 

NOA HOLME: Maxima included eight 
Whimbrels, two Med Gulls, six Chiffchaffs, two 
Willow Warblers, 10 Blackcaps, four Lesser 
Whitethroats, 15 Whitethroats, two Grasshopper 
Warblers, 10 Sedge Warblers, two Reed 
Warblers, four Stonechats, two Ruff, six Cuckoos, 
45 Swifts, nine Sand Martins, 250 House 
Martins, 400 Swallows, 200 Brent Geese, 14 
Common Scoters, 17 Fulmars, four Manx 


Shearwaters, 28 Gannets, seven Great Crested 
Grebes, two Great Skuas, 40 Sandwich Terns, 38 
Common Terns, four Arctic Terns, 42 Little 
Terns, four Kittiwakes, two Barn Owls, three 
Eiders, seven Yellow Wagtails, two Red Kites, 15 
Buzzards, two Cranes, 30 Golden Plovers, 25 
Black-tailed Godwits, eight Common 
Sandpipers, three Turtle Doves, two Firecrests, 
two Spotted Flycatchers, three Ring Ouzels, two 
Whinchats, four Wheatears, two Crossbills, five 
Spoonbills, nine Barnacle Geese, two Hobbies, 
twoTemmincks Stints, two Greenshanks, three 
Tree Pipits, 25 Black-tailed Godwits, a 
Red-breasted Merganser, Great Northern Diver, 
Shag, Great White Egret, Little Ringed Plover, 
Snipe, Wood Sandpiper, Little Gull, Fieldfare, 
Osprey, Peregrine, Short-eared Owl, Wryneck, 
Grey Wagtail, Redstart, Pied Flycatcher, Garden 
Warbler and Jay. 

NOA REDWELL MARSH: Highlights were a 
Little Ringed Plover, Curlew Sandpiper, 
Whimbrel, Green Sandpiper, Wood Sandpiper, 
two Dunlin, 17 Black-tailed Godwits, two 
Common Sandpipers, 12 Redshanks, two 
Buzzards, a Red Kite, Yellow Wagtail, 

Garden Warbler, Barn Owl, Med Gull, two Turtle 


Garganey, 
Cley, Norfolk, 
12 May 



Spoonbill, 
Cley, Norfolk, 
4 May 



Doves, six Cuckoos and a Wheatear. 

CLEY AREA: Highlights included two Cranes, 

14 Spoonbills, two Little Stints, two Black Terns, a 
Cattle Egret, Garganey, Balearic Shearwater, 
Hooded Crow, Quail, Bewicks Swan, Great 
White Egret, Wood Sandpiper and Redstart. 

Pete Allard[ Sophie Barker (www.noa.org.uk) 
and Robin Chittenden. For the latest bird news 
please phone 09068 700 245. Calls to 09068 700 
245 from a land line or mobile phone cost 65p per 
minute plus your phone company access charge. 
Service provided by Birdline East Anglia; for 
enguiries please call 0550 555 6946 or 07941555 
970, www.birdlineeastanglia.co.uk 
twitter.com/BirdlineEAnglia 
facebook.com/robin.chittenden7 


SUFFOLK 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Cretzschmars Bunting at 
Minsmere was the first UK mainland record 
(31st). Suffolk’s third Iberian Chiffchaff was at 
Dunwich Heath (from 27th). Southwold logged 
two Red-rumped Swallows (2nd), a Common 
Rosefinch (5th) and Siberian Stonechat (14th). 
Two Savi’s Warblers were at Minsmere, with 
others at Carlton Marshes (from 11th) and 


Trimley Marshes (16th). A Western Subalpine 
Warbler was at Orfordness (7th). A Serin was at 
Landguard (9th), with a Bluethroat (20th). A 
Golden Oriole was at Minsmere (27th-28th), with 
a Roseate Tern (30th). A Red-backed Shrike was 
at Kessingland (23rd). A Bee-eater flew over 
Lowestoft (22nd). A Hoopoe was at Aldringham 
(31st). A Wood Warbler was at Gunton (23rd). A 
White-tailed Eagle and Honey Buzzard were at 
Benacre (1st), with a Honey Buzzard over 
Westleton (31st). A Montagus Harrier was at 
Trimley Marshes (27th) and by the Orwell Bridge 
(28th). A Ring-necked Duck was at Great 
Livermere (22nd-27th). A Glossy Ibis was at 
North Warren and Herringfleet Marshes (18th). 

A Dotterel was at Kessingland (21st-22nd). Two 
Temmincks Stints were at Trimley Marshes 
(8th-10th), with one at Lakenheath Fen 24th. 
Robin Chittenden. For the latest bird news please 
phone 09068 700 245. Calls to 09068 700 245 
from a land line or mobile phone cost 65p per 
minute plus your phone company access charge. 
Service provided by Birdline East Anglia; for 
enguiries please call 0550 555 6946 or 07941555 
970, www.birdlineeastanglia.co.uk 
twitter.com/BirdlineEAnglia 
facebook.com/robin.chittenden7 


Cattle Egret, 

Stiffkey Floods, Stiffkey, Norfolk, 
31 May 
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UK BIRD SIGHTINGS HAY 


MIDLANDS 


Highlights 


In association with 


Rare Bird 



A ‘possible 
Iberian 

Chiffchaff was singing at Draycote 
Water, Warwickshire, late in the 
month. The same site saw an 
exceptional 60 Black Terns on 7th, 
part of a widespread movement of 
the species. 


DERBYSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: The Great Northern Diver 
remained at Carsington Water (to 7th). Great 
White Egrets were at Drakelow, Barrow-on-Trent 
GP and Long Eaton GP. Cattle Egrets were at 
Willington GP (17th), Sinfin Moor Wetlands 
(18th), Erewash Meadows (20th) and Drakelow 
(19th & 27th). A Honey Buzzard was at 
Aston-on-Trent GP (18th). Two Avocets were at 
Carsington Water (14th) with a Temminck’s Stint 
at Ogston Reservoir (24th). A Pomarine Skua 
flew over Carr Vale and Junction 29 of the Ml 
(17th). Carr Vale had a Bonaparte’s Gull (29th), 
the county’s first since 2000. Ogston Reservoir 
had a Roseate Tern (10th). A Red-rumped 
Swallow was at Kings Mills GP (6th). A 
Red-backed Shrike was at Staveley SF (14th). 

ASTON-ON-TRENT GP: There were two Little 
Egrets, three Oystercatchers, three Little Ringed 
Plovers, two Common Terns and two Dunlin. 

CARR VALE: Highlights included a Little Egret, 
Peregrine, two Hobbies, a Water Rail, four Little 
Ringed Plovers, three Ringed Plovers, six Dunlin, 
four Oystercatchers, a Snipe, Green Sandpiper, 
three Common Sandpipers, three Whimbrels, 15 
Common Terns, two Pinkfeet, two Garganeys, 
an Osprey, Red Kite, Merlin, Grey Plover, 
Kittiwake, Yellow-legged Gull, three Black Terns, 
14 Arctic Terns, a Cuckoo, Spotted Flycatcher, 
Whinchat and two Wheatears. 

CARSINGTON WATER: There were 51 Great 
Crested Grebes, three Little Egrets, Pinkfoot, 
two Garganey, two Peregrines, three Little 
Ringed Plovers, Ringed Plover, five Dunlin, 10 
Oystercatchers, six Redshanks, four Curlews, a 
Marsh Harrier, Red Kite, Hobby, Osprey, two 
Grey Plovers, three Bar-tailed Godwits, two 
Whimbrels, Greenshank, Turnstone, three 
Yellow-legged Gulls, two Common Terns, 25 
Arctic Terns, three Black Terns, a Little Tern, 
White Wagtail, Wheatear and four Redstarts. 

DRAKELOW: Cormorants peaked at 303. 

There were 20 Little Egrets, two Oystercatchers, 
a Common Tern, Whimbrel, Ring-necked 
Parakeet and Wood Warbler. 

EREWASH MEADOWS: There were three 
Little Egrets, two Oystercatchers, two 
Redshanks, four Common Terns, a Wood 
Sandpiper, Cuckoo and Grasshopper Warbler. 

HIGHBRIDGE GP: There were eight Little 
Egrets, five Oystercatchers, two Common Terns, 
two Arctic Tens, two Black Terns, a Dunlin, 
Greenshank, Grey Plover and four Hobbies. 

LONG EATON GP: There were two Little 
Egrets, a Goosander, four Oystercatchers, two 
Little Ringed Plovers, two Common Sandpipers, 
two Sanderling, five Dunlin, two Black Terns, a 
Yellow-legged Gull and Cuckoo. 


Temminck s Stint, 
Upton Warren NR, 
Worcestershire, 

18 May 



MIDDLETON MOOR: There were two 
Oystercatchers, eight Curlews, a Dunlin, two 
Common Sandpipers, two Grey Plovers, two 
Sanderling, 11 Whimbrels and two Redstarts. 

OGSTON RESERVOIR: Highlights included 
two Little Egrets, four Oystercatchers, three 
Little Ringed Plovers, 31 Ringed Plovers, 84 
Dunlin, three Curlews, five Common Sandpipers, 
five Redshanks, six Common Terns, two 
Common Scoters, Pinkfoot, Garganey, Marsh 
Harrier, Sanderling, Turnstone, Knot, 10 
Whimbrel, two Greenshanks, 12 Arctic Terns, 
four Black Terns, White Wagtail and 17 Yellow 
Wagtails. 

WILLINGTON GP: There were two Little 
Egrets, a Water Rail, four Oystercatchers, eight 
Dunlin, two Common Sandpipers, ten Common 
Terns, three Hobbies, an Osprey, Turnstone, 
Greenshank, Little Gull, Little Tern, two Arctic 
Terns, three Black Terns, a Cuckoo, Grasshopper 
Warbler and Raven. 


WYVER LANE. A Garganey, Knot, Little Gull 
and three Black Terns were noted. 

OTHER SITES: A Garganey was at Staveley 
Lowgates Flash. Marsh Harriers were at Dove 
Hole Quarry and New Whittington. A Quail was 
at Bole Hill. A few Whimbrels were at Harewood 
Moor. Seven Black Terns and six Arctic Terns 
were at Church Wilne Reservoir. Ospreys were 
at five sites. 

Rod Key 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


COTSWOLDS: A Turtle Dove was in a Draycott 
garden (18th). Cotswold Water Park held a 
Marsh Harrier, 16 Hobbies, a Whimbrel, 
Bar-tailed Godwit, 70 Black Terns, 30 Arctic 
Terns, three Nightingales and a Grasshopper 
Warbler. Cleeve Hill had 14 Wheatears and a 
Whinchat. A Whinchat was at Minchinhampton 
(4th). A Grasshopper Warbler was near 
Clapton-on-the-Hill. A Wood Warbler was at 
Frome Banks, Stroud. A Stonechat was at Rudge 


Hill (28th). Four Crossbills were at Oakley Wood. 
There were 42 Red Kites over a freshly cut field 
at Northleach (23rd). 

FOREST OF DEAN: Nightjars were noted 
(from 10th). Firecrests were at six sites. 

Nagshead had a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker. 

A Goosander was at Symonds Yat (28th). A Barn 
Owl was at Coleford. A Hobby was at Crabtree 
Hill. A notable gathering of 50 Buzzards and 
three Red Kites were over Kempley (17th). 

LOWER SEVERN VALE: A White-winged 
Black Tern at Frampton Pools, relocated to 
Slimbridge (19th). The Frampton Pools and Saul 
Warth logged a Garganey, two Great White 
Egrets, a Goshawk, 11 Black Terns, six Arctic 
Terns, a Mediterranean Gull, 13 Grey Plovers, 12 
Sanderling, 13 Knot, 12 Bar-tailed Godwits, 16 
Whimbrels, six Common Sandpipers, nine 
Greenshanks and a Whinchat. Purton had an 
Osprey (3rd) and two Grasshopper Warblers. 
Berkeley Shore had 11 Whimbrels. Two 
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Garganeys and a Grasshopper Warbler were at 
Walmore Common (4th). 

UPPER SEVERN VALE: A Black Kite flew over 
Cheltenham (11th). Two White Storks flew over 
Tewkesbury (15th). An Osprey was over 
Strawberry Banks, Stroud (12th). Coombe Hill 
Meadows had three Grey Plovers, a Wood 
Sandpiper (6th), Egyptian Goose, two Little 
Ringed Plovers, 41 Black-tailed Godwits, a 
Ringed Plover, Greenshank, Common Sandpiper 
and Grasshopper Warbler. Ashleworth Ham had 
a Whimbrel and three Little Ringed Plovers. A 
Whinchat was at Upham Meadow. A Wood 
Warbler was in a Longlevens garden (3rd). 

Andy Jayne (01452 506 502) 


HEREFORDSHIRE 


BROCKHALL GP: There was a Black Tern, Knot 
and Bar-tailed Godwit (8th), and two Grey 
Plovers (17th). 

WELLINGTON GP: There was an Arctic Tern, 
Black Tern and Little Gull (8th), White Wagtail 
and two Whimbrel (9th), a Temmincks Stint and 
Whinchat (10th), Greenshank (11th), two 
Whimbrels (12th), Sanderling (17th), Black Tern 
(18th), Glaucous Gull (19th) and Redshank 
(22nd). 

OTHER SITES: Fownhope had an Osprey (8th) 
and Grasshopper Warbler (6th). 

John Til by and N Pegler 


LEICESTERSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS:AWhite Stork was at 
Saddington Reservoir (30th). A Wood Warbler 
sang near Shepshed (6th). A Firecrest was at 
Cropston Reservoir (10th). 

CH ARNWOOD: An Osprey was at Swithland 
Reservoir (6th) with two over Mountsorrel (10th). 
Nine Black Terns were at Swithland Reservoir 
(9th), with one at Cropston Reservoir (8th-10th), 
where there were four Common Sandpipers. Two 
Arctic Terns were at Cropston and three at 
Swithland. Six Little Gulls were at Swithland 
Reservoir (17th). A Ring Ouzel was on Warren 
Hills (5th-6th). 

NW LEICS: An Osprey flew over Merry Lees 


(25th). Thornton Reservoir logged a Garganey 
(12th), five Common Sandpipers (17th), three 
Arctic Terns (9th) and two Black Terns (8th). 

SOAR VALLEY: Cossington Meadows attracted 
15 Black-tailed Godwits (11th). Watermead CP 
held a Whinchat (7th), three Black Terns and 
eight Dunlin (8th), a Greenshank (15th) and 
Osprey (22nd). 

SOUTH LEICS: Shawell sandpit held a 
Garganey (15th-17th), 19 Dunlin (8th), a Wood 
Sandpiper (15th), three Sanderling (17th), ten 
Ringed Plovers (18th), a Little Stint (24th-25th) 
and two Black Terns (8th). Stanford Reservoir 
had 12 Black Terns (7th) and Sanderling (22nd). 
A nocturnal Whimbrel flew over Tur Langton 
(18th). A Great White Egret was at 
Shenton (7th). 

Steve Lister (01509 829 495) 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Ring Ouzel remained at 
Newnham Hill (to 6th). A Hawfinch was at 
Harrington Airfield (2nd). Up to three Cattle 
Egrets were at Stanwick GP. A Hoopoe was at 
Ditchford (19th). Marsh Harriers visited 
Polebrook Airfield (5th) and Earls Barton GP 
(24th). A Corn Crake was near Dalscote (21st). 
Two Avocets were at Clifford Hill GP and two 
Common Scoters at Pitsford Reservoir (10th). 
Black-necked Grebes were at Daventry CP (9th) 
and Clifford Hill (18th). Little Terns passed 
through Ravensthorpe Reservoir (8th), Earls 
Barton (9th) and Wicksteed Park Lake (two on 
31st). Two Crossbills were in Hanging Houghton 
(17th). A Wood Warbler was near Kelmarsh 
(22nd). Great White Egrets were at Stanford 
Reservoir, Thrapston GP and Earls Barton (two). 
There was a strong passage of Black Terns. 

CLIFFORD HILL GP: There were three 
Bar-tailed Godwits, five Greenshanks, 18 Dunlin, 
eight Common Sandpipers, two Little Ringed 
Plovers, a Grey Plover, Whimbrel, Redshank, 
seven Black Terns, an Arctic Tern, two Whinchats 
and five Greenland-race Wheatears. 

DAVENTRY CP: There was an Osprey, two 
Black Terns and a Caspian Gull. A Wheatear was 
at Borough Hill. 


DITCHFORD GP: Two Garganeys, three Black 
Terns, a Whimbrel and two Common Sandpipers 
visited. 

EARLS BARTON GP/SUMMER LEYS: There 
were four Wood Sandpipers, two Bar-tailed 
Godwits, two Grey Plovers, two Greenshanks, 
two Ruff, a Whimbrel, 15 Dunlin, eight Ringed 
Plovers, two Green Sandpipers, two Common 
Sandpipers, eight Black Terns, two Arctic Terns, 
a Garganey, Peregrine, Mediterranean Gull, 
Hobby, Whinchat, White Wagtail and Wheatear. 

HOLLOWELL RESERVOIR: Ospreys were 
regular. There were 28 Arctic Terns, three Black 
Terns, two Grey Plovers, Sanderling, three 
Greenshanks, 19 Dunlin, six Common 
Sandpipers, two Ringed Plovers, Redshank and 
13 Yellow Wagtails. 

PITSFORD RESERVOIR: Black Terns peaked 
at 16. There were 18 Bar-tailed Godwits, two 
Grey Plovers,10 Ringed Plovers, two Little 
Ringed Plovers, Sanderling, Whimbrel, five 
Dunlin, two Redshanks, Med Gull, Little Gull, 
Osprey and two Hobbies. 

RAVENSTHORPE RESERVOIR: An Osprey, 
Arctic Tern, Whimbrel, Little Ringed Plover and 
five Greenshanks were logged. 

STANFORD RESERVOIR: There were 12 Black 
Terns, an Arctic Tern, Osprey, Sanderling, 

Dunlin, two Common Sandpipers, three 
Hobbies, a ‘Channel’ Wagtail and Tree Pipit. 

STANWICK GP: Black Terns peaked at 20. 
There were four Arctic Terns, a Whimbrel, 
Common Sandpiper, Peregrine and Med Gull. 

THRAPSTON GP: AWhooperSwan remained 
(to 12th). Ospreys were regular. There were two 
Arctic Terns, four Black Terns, four Hobbies, a 
Peregrine, Dunlin and Common Sandpiper. 

OTHER SITES: Ospreys were at Foxholes 
Fisheries Crick and Nasby Reservoir. Whinchats 
were at Faxfleet Farm, Duston and Sywell CP, 
with Wheatears at Glapthorn and Park Farm, 
Wellingborough. 

Bob Bullock (01604 627262) 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: The Savis Warbler remained at 
Attenborough (to 7th), with a Night Heron there 
(12th-22nd). A Crane was at Lound (7th). A 
possible feldegg-race Yellow Wagtail was near 
Market Warsop (9th). Three Temmincks Stints 
were at Netherfield (19th) and one at 
Attenborough (22nd). A Green-winged Teal was 
at Erewash Meadows (25th-26th). A Honey 
Buzzard was at Welbeck Raptor Watchpoint. 

ATTENBOROUGH: There were 40 Arctic 
Terns, seven Black Terns, a Little Tern 
(16th-19th), Great White Egrets (3rd and 13th), a 
Mediterranean Gull (19th-20th), Black-tailed 
Godwit (7th), Grey Plover (8th), several 
Whimbrels, four Greenshanks, 13 Dunlin, a Knot, 
Sanderling, Avocet, Wood Sandpipers (11th and 
19th), and Ospreys (6th and 15th). 

LANGFORD LOWFIELDS: There were 184 
Dunlin (8th), five Sanderling, a Little Stint, Knot, 
Turnstone, six Grey Plovers, two Wood 
Sandpipers (15th), 24 Arctic Terns, six Black 
Terns (16th), a Kittiwake (3rd), Little Tern (24th), 
Whooper Swan, 11 Hobbies, and a Great White 
Egret (21st). 

LOUND: Wood Sandpipers were present (2nd, 
6th & 12th). There were 15 Black-tailed Godwits, 
a Bar-tailed Godwit (7th), two Sanderling, two 
Whimbrels, two Grey Plovers, 66 Dunlin, seven 
Arctic Terns, 10 Black Terns, a Little Tern, Little 
Gull (9th), three Great White Egrets (7th), a 
Short-eared Owl (5th), Marsh Harrier (7th), 
Whinchat (9th) and Hooded Crow (from 16th). 

OTHER SITES: A Spotted Redshank was at 
Kilvington (15th). Netherfield had a Wood 
Sandpiper (1st). Whimbrels were at Holme 
Pierrepont, Annesley (seven) and Hoveringham. 
Avocets were at Holme Pierrepont and 
Kilvington. Grey Plovers were at Holme 
Pierrepont, Kilvington, Annesley and 
Hoveringham. Three Sanderling were at 
Kilvington, with others at Holme Pierrepont and 
Annesley. Dunlin included 47 at Kilvington, 24 at 
Holme Pierrepont, 13 at Netherfield and 12 at 
Hoveringham. A Bar-tailed Godwit was at 
Annesley. A Firecrest was at Stoke Bardolph 
(12th). Besthorpe and Collingham both hosted 
Knot. A Turnstone, Whinchat and two Little 
Terns were at Holme Pierrepont. Forty Arctic 
Terns and ten Black Terns were at Hoveringham, 
with smaller numbers widespread. A Pied 
Flycatcher was at Budby. Two Spotted 
Flycatchers were at Sherwood, with four at 
Thoresby. Redstarts were at Sherwood (eight), 
Clumber (eight) and Netherfield. 

Tom Shields 


RUTLAND 


HIGHLIGHTS: Rutland Water had a Whooper 
Swan (14th-18th), Great White Egret (31st), 
Kittiwake (7th) and Sandwich Tern (12th). 

RUTLAND WATER: There were three 
Garganeys, 28 Shelducks, 196 Gadwall, a Pintail, 
sixShovelers, 14 Pochards, 183 Tufted Ducks, a 
Goldeneye, Ruddy Duck, four Grey Plovers, 41 
Ringed Plovers, two Bar-tailed Godwits, 26 
Turnstones, two Knot, seven Sanderling, 125 
Dunlin, a Curlew Sandpiper, Curlew, Whimbrel, 
Common Sandpiper, Spotted Redshank and 
Greenshank. A Marsh Harrier, 95 Common 
Terns, 20 Arctic Terns, ten Black Terns, four 
Little Gulls and two Hobbies were noted. 

OTHER SITES: Mandarins were regular at Fort 
Henry Ponds and Exton Park Lake. Six Little 


birdwatching.co.uk 107 
















UK BIRD SIGHTINGS HAY 


Egrets flew over Pilton (26th), with a Crossbill 
there (29th). Kingfishers were at Tinwell, 
Leighfield Fishponds and Martinsthorpe. A 
Willow Tit was near Leighfield (5th). Spotted 
Flycatchers were at six sites, with seven at 
Stretton. A flock of 19 Ravens flew over Pilton 
(29th), with breeding at five sites. Little Owls 
were at Essendine, Pilton and Lyndon. 

Terry Mitcham 


STAFFORDSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: The Cattle Egret remained 
around Belvide Reservoir (1st-3rd), with other 
Cattle Egret records coming from Doxey 
Marshes (up to two, 4th-25th) and Branston GP 
(two, 17th-21st). A Temminck’s Stint was at 
Middleton Lakes RSPB (7th-8th) with a Knot 
there (8th). A Hoopoe was at Branston GP 
(8th-10th) with it or another at Barton-under- 
Needwood (10th). A Temminck’s Stint and two 
Wood Sandpipers were at Whitmore (18th). A 
male Red-necked Phalarope was at Uttoxeter 
Quarry (27th), but was killed by a Peregrine. 


WARWICKSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: There was a Temminck’s Stint at 
Morton Bagot, Wood Sandpipers at Brandon 
Marsh and Salford Priors, a Turtle Dove and 
Spotted Redshank at Ladywalk, and two White 
Storks over Earlswood Lakes. 

BRANDON MARSH: A Cuckoo, Marsh Harrier, 
Hobby, Greenshank, Little Ringed Plover, 

Ringed Plover, Dunlin, Garganey, Black Tern, 
Whimbrel, Ruff, Whinchat and Grasshopper 
Warbler were noted. 

DRAYCOTE WATER: Highlights were 60 Black 
Terns, 10 Arctic Terns, Whimbrel, Common 
Scoter, Garganey, Red-crested Pochard, Dunlin, 
Grey Plover, Sanderling and Yellow-legged Gull. 

LADYWALK: There was a Grey Plover, 
Whimbrel, Marsh Harrier, Knot, Dunlin, Little 
Ringed Plover, seven Ravens, a Cuckoo, 
Garganey, Greenshank, Hobby, Willow Tit, 
Grasshopper Warbler, Spotted Flycatcher, Pied 
Flycatcher and Whinchat, 

OTHER: Little Ringed Plover, Cuckoo, Common 
Sandpiper, Ringed Plover, Curlew, Greenshank, 
Hobby, Black Tern and Whinchat were at Morton 
Bagot. Salford Priors had Black Tern, Garganey, 
Cuckoo, Spotted Flycatcher, Black-tailed Godwit 
and Greenshank. Earlswood Lakes had Grey 
Plover, 20 Whimbrels, Black Tern, Common 
Sandpiper, Whinchat and Cuckoo. 

Clare Topping 


WEST MIDLANDS 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Cattle Egret was at 
Clayhanger/Ryders Mere. 

BARTLEY RESERVOIR: There were three 
Black Terns, Common Terns and a Common 
Sandpiper. 

MARSH LANE: Passage waders included a 
Turnstone, Ruff, Whimbrel, Greenshanks and 
Dunlin. Med Gulls were present and three Black 
Terns passed through. A Cuckoo was regular. 


Urban Park. A Dunlin and Yellow Wagtails were 
at Stubbers Green. There was a late Fieldfare 
and two Hobbies and Lutley. Dunlin were at 
Edgbaston Reservoir where there was also a 
Black Tern. A Quail was near Stourbridge. 

Pete Hackett (0121358 2454) 


WORCESTERSHIRE 


AVON VALLEY: A Whimbrel was at Bredon’s 
Hardwick. A Black Kite and Black Redstart were 
on Bredon Hill. A Grasshopper Warbler was at 
Eckington. Two Black Terns were at Lower Moor. 
Two Greenshanks and a Whinchat were at 
Pershore. 

CENTRAL: A Whimbrel flew overAbberton. A 
Grasshopper Warbler was Dunhampstead. A 
Marsh Harrier, four Black Terns and an Arctic 
Tern were at Westwood Pool. A Black Redstart 
was at Northwick in Worcester. 

GRIMLEY/HOLT: Highlights were Little Tern, 
Marsh Harrier, Osprey, three Garganey, 
Sanderling, three Bar-tailed Godwits, four 
Whimbrels, seven Greenshanks and two 
Whinchats. 

LOWER SEVERN VALLEY: A Wood 
Sandpiper, two Whimbrels, two Avocets and four 
Black Terns were at Clifton. A Marsh Harrier, 
Sanderling, Greenshank, eight Whimbrels, three 
Black Terns, two Arctic Terns and a Blue-headed 
Wagtail were at Ripple. A Sanderling and 
Whimbrel were at Ryall. 

NORTH: Six Black Terns were at Arrow Valley 
Lake. A Black Kite and Quail flew over Bewdley. 

A Common Crane, Great White Egret, Osprey, 
Garganey, Red-breasted Merganser, eight 
Common Scoters, seven Black Terns, Arctic Tern, 
two Turnstones, six Knots, three Sanderlings, 11 
Black-tailed Godwits, six Greenshanks and a 
Black Redstart were at Bittell Reservoirs. A 
Golden Oriole was at Hollywood (1st). A Great 
White Egret flew over Wilden Top. Wood 
Warblers were at Hagley Hall and Walton Hill. 

UPTON WARREN: Highlights were Ruff, 

Marsh Harrier, Temminck’sStint, Sanderling, 
Bar-tailed Godwit, two Black-tailed Godwits, five 
Whimbrels, three Greenshanks, Little Tern, 23 
Black Terns, three Arctic Terns and two Med 
Gulls. 

WEST: A Purple Heron flew over near Stanford 
on Teme (6th). 

Brian Stretch (www.worcesterbirding.co.uk) 


WALES 


Highlights 

Bardsey Island, 

Gwynedd, scored’ another 
incredible rarity with a Western 
Orphean Warbler, trapped (and 
ringed) in the observatory garden 
on 19 May. Sadly, there was no 
further sign of it after its release. 


In association with 


Rare Birciwlert 


SANDWELL VALLEY: There wasa Black 
Redstart and three Whinchats. Terns included 
two Black and two Arctic. Hobby, Cuckoo, Tawny 
Owls and Little Egrets were logged. 

SUTTON PARK: There was a Cuckoo, 
Grasshopper Warbler and roding Woodcock. 
OTHER SITES: A Willow Tit was at Sheepwash 


CEREDIGION 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Purple Heron (4th-6th) and 
Glossy Ibis (lOth-llth) were at Cors Fochno. Four 
Dotterel were on Plynlimon (7th). A Temminck s 
Stint was at Ynyslas (12th-13th), with an amazing 
1,500 Common Terns, 75 Arctic Terns, 18 Black 
Terns, a Roseate Tern and Arctic Skua (8th). A 
Spoonbill was at Ynys-hir (9th-14th). 



r *7 v 

Iberian Chiffchaff, 

Rosebush, Pembrokeshire, 

7 May 


YNYSLAS: There were Hobbies (3rd and 17th), 
a Velvet Scoter (4th), 2,500 Dunlin, 50 
Sanderling, 12 Knot, 11 Whimbrel (9th), 95 
Gannets (15th) and a Puffin (17th). Two Marsh 
Harriers were at Cors Fochno (9th). 

OTHER SITES: A Wood Sandpiper (3rd) and 
Little Tern (8th) were at Ynys-hir. Great White 
Egrets were at Pant Pool near Tregaron (3rd-6th) 
and Aberaeron (17th). A Marsh Harrier was at the 
Teifi Marshes (7th). A Wood Sandpiper, 
Greenshank (7th) and two Hobbies (9th) were at 
Cors Caron. Twelve Crossbills were at Cross Inn 
Forest (21st). A late Whimbrel was at 
Llansantffraed (25th). A Puffin passed New 
Quay (27th). 

John A Davis (johndavis@midwalesbirdwatching. 
co.uk) 


CLWYD 


HIGHLIGHTS: The North Wales Little Tern 
Blog revealed that the clutch count on 29th was 
148 nests and 393 eggs, only eight days since the 
first nest was found. The average clutch size is 
2.67, the second highest on record! 

COASTAL: Gronant had a Black Tern (8th). 
Point of Ayr had seven Knot, nine Bar-tailed 
Godwits, four Turnstone, four Whimbrel, 50 
Dunlin, four Ringed Plovers (many in breeding 
plumage), seven Sandwich Terns and 15 Little 
Egrets (9th). Shotwick Boating Lake had three 
Black-necked Grebes, two Yellow Wagtails, a 
Common Sandpiper and four Wheatears 
(6th-7th). 

OTHER SITES: Minera Mountain-Worlds End 
(15th) had at least two Cuckoos, three Crossbills, 
four Mistle Thrushes, Sky Lark, at least two 
Whitethroats, Stonechat, Whinchat, Willow 
Warbler, Chiffchaff, White and Pied Wagtail, 
Kestrel and Sparrowhawk. On the 28th, there 
was a Cuckoo, a pair of Song Thrushes, 
Stonechat, three Linnets, Redstart, Wood 
Warbler, a pair of Bullfinches, 10-plus Pied 
Wagtails, Grey and White Wagtails, a pair of 


Ravens, Wheatear, the usual Willow Warbler, 
Chiffchaff and Meadow Pipits and Sky Lark, 
Kestrel and a hovering Buzzard. Erddig (5th) had 
a pair of Little Grebes, Dipper, Whitethroat, Jay, 
Mistle Thrush, Buzzard, Chiffchaff and 
Nuthatch. Bangor-is-y-Coed had several 
Kingfishers (28th). An unusual sighting was the 
Rossett Weir Dipper feeding a Grey 
Wagtail (20th). Nearby Burton Green logged 18 
Buzzards in a newly ploughed field (13th). Garden 
birds included a brief visit of a pair of scarce 
Willow Tits in Wrexham (28th). Several gardens 
reported 20-plus Starlings, Chiffchaff feeding 
fledged young (Burton, 31st), breeding Song 
Thrushes and Jay. 

from Norman Hallas , Rev. Hugh Linn , Kevin Smith 
& Richard Smith 


EAST GLAMORGAN 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Bonaparte’s Gull was at 
Cardiff Water Treatment Works (3rd), 
presumably one from Cardiff Bay in April. A 
Hoopoe was in a Cwmbach garden (15th). A 
probable Golden Oriole was at Parc Slip (16th). A 
Greenshank was at Kenfig Pool. Hobbies were at 
Merthyr Mawr and Kenfig. A Wood Warbler was 
at Castell Coch. Pomarine Skuas were off 
Lavernock (8th & 19th). A passage of Black Terns 
occurred, with sightings from Lavernock (max. 
seven), Glieston (five) and Kenfig (max.10 at the 
pool and nine off Sker), plus an inland record of 
five at Rhaslas Pond. The same weather saw a 
movement of 500 Common Terns and three 
Arctic Skuas off Sker. 

Paul Roberts 


GOWER AND WEST 
GLAMORGAN 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Little Bittern was in Gowerton, 
The Upper Gnoll Pond held a Garganey (from 
23rd). Loughor Bridge (18th) had 87 Dunlin, 23 
Black-tailed Godwits, 19 Knot, 22 Grey Plovers, 
six Whimbrel and 18 Oystercatchers. Mute 
Swans bred at Upper Gnoll Pond, Neath Canal, 
Neath and Giants Grave. 

Terry Tovey 
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GWENT 


HIGHLIGHTS: The long-staying Glossy Ibis 
remained at Newport Wetlands (to 4th), with two 
Cranes there (11th) and three Garganeys (14th). 
An Osprey was at Llanwenarth (23rd). 

NEWPORTWETLANDS: Wader numbers 
remained high throughout the month. 

OTHER SITES: Nightjars were at Wentwood 
(23rd) and Beacon Hill (three on 28th). Two 
Ring-necked Parakeets were at Blackwood 
(25th). There were several reports of late spring 
migrants. Sadly, Lapwings and Curlews have 
almost disappeared as a breeding species in the 
north-west of the county. 

Chris Hatch 


PEMBROKESHIRE 


SKOMER: A male Garganey was seen on the 
North Pond (31st). Shelduck, Mallard, and 
Shoveler were recorded throughout, with Teal 
(2nd-18th). The same juvenile Marsh Harrier with 
a missing primary was logged (5th, 11th & 25th). 
There were three Red Kites (15th), and singles 
(16th & 17th). A Hen Harrier showed (3rd & 

22nd) and a Sparrowhawk (14th). A Water Rail 
was heard near North Pond (13th). A Ringed 
Plover flew over the North Pond hide (7th). 

There were 19 records of Whimbrel (3rd-24th), 
with the maxima of eight (3rd). A Black-tailed 
Godwit showed on North Pond (23rd). Bar-tailed 
Godwits were seen (13th, 16th & 17th). Dunlin 
were seen on eight days with the highest count a 
flock of 23 north pastSkomer Head (17th). 
Common Sandpiper was seen (4th & 6th). 
Greenshank showed (7th, 13th, 16th & 17th). A 
Redshank was present (15th). Two Black-headed 
Gulls were in North Haven (18th). A Turtle Dove 
arrived (17th & 19th), and one was trapped and 
ringed during the CES (19th). A Cuckoo was seen 
(14th & 15th). A Hoopoe was at Green Pond and 
was then seen again flying from the Shearing 
Hayes towards East Bog (8th). Merlin was seen 
near Garland Stone (7th) and a single Hobby 
flew past the farm (16th). A Woodchat Shrike 
stayed around the farm (12th & 14th). Two Sky 
Larks (no longer a breeding species on the 
island) were seen (2nd). Swallow maxima was 
150 (6th) and House Martins 78 and 64 (7th & 
18th). There were 12 Chiffchaffs (6th) and 16 
Willow Warblers (1st). A Grasshopper Warbler 
was seen in South Stream (7th). Garden Warbler 
was recorded at Green Pond (1st) and in North 
Haven ivy (13th). Two Lesser Whitethroats were 
in North haven ivy (13th). Whinchat was seen 
(13th). A male and female Yellow Wagtail were 
seen (17th). 


N. IRELAND 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Glossy Ibis was at Portmore 
Lough (20th), with a Marsh Harrier (11th). A 
Lesser Yellowlegs was at Castle Espie, Co. Down 
(30th). A Wood Sandpiper was at Lough Beg 
(27th). Spoonbills were on Strangford Lough 
and at the WOW Belfast reserve (7th). A Cattle 
Egret on Rathlin Island (16th) was the first for the 
island. A Quail was there (29th). A Black-necked 
Grebe was at Reedy Flats Co. Armagh (6th). 
Several Garganey were noted. Two Little Terns 
were on the Bann Estuary (5th). A Caspian Gull 
was at Millquater Bay, Strangford Lough. Two 
Bee-eaters were at Ballyquintin Point Co. Down 
(15th). A Wood Warbler was at Tollymore Forest 
Park (18th). Three Tree Pipits were on 
Rathlin Island and one was at the Gobbins, 

Co. Antrim (15th). 

Ian Graham 


NORTH WEST 


Highlights 

Lunt Meadows 
NR, Lancashire, hosted the rarest 
bird in the region, during May - 
an adult Stilt Sandpiper present 
from 17th to 21st. An Iberian 
Ch iff chaff was singing at Pilling 
Lane Ends in the same county, 
part of a notable influx of the 
species during the month. 


association with 

Rare Bird^iert 


CHESHIRE 


WOOLSTON EYES: There were 26 
Black-necked Grebes. Ringing on Nol bed gave 
Blackcap, Sedge Warbler, Great Spotted 
Woodpecker, Reed Warbler, Willow Tit, Reed 
Bunting, Willow Warbler, Redstart, Garden 
Warbler, Robin, Sparrowhawk, Magpie and Jay. 
Sightings included a Cuckoo, three 
Oystercatchers, two Little Ringed Plovers, two 
Peregrines, a Raven, Grey Wagtail, Barnacle 
Goose and two Water Rails. 

No3 bed ringing Team had Lesser 
Whitethroat, Goldfinch, Dunnock, Sedge 
Warbler, Willow Tit, Great Tit, Stock Dove, Robin, 
Blackbird and Greenfinch. Records included 80 
Swifts, 600 House Martins, 165 Swallows, 140 
Sand Martins, two Lesser Whitethroats, two 
Common Terns, two Black Terns, four 
Oystercatchers, 37 Black-tailed Godwits, a 
Hobby, Raven, House Sparrow, Garden Warbler, 
Dunlin, Redshank, Kittiwake, Cuckoo, Peregrine, 
Osprey, Marsh Harrier, Garganey, Common 
Sandpiper and Mediterranean Gull. 

No4 bed records included 35 Blackcaps, 15 
Chiffchaffs, 32 Whitethroats, 19 Robins, 15 Song 
Thrushes, a Sedge Warbler, Cetti s Warbler, 
Wigeon, 40 Swifts and eight Shelducks. 

Dave Steel 


CUMBRIA 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Cattle Egret was at 
Hodbarrow RSPB (2nd). A Temminck’s Stint was 
at Walby Flash (12th-13th), with two Ruff there 
(14th). Eight Pomarine Skuas flew past 
Bowness-on-Solway (1st), a Long-tailed Skua and 
four Pomarine Skuas flew past Bowness-on- 
Solway (19th), there were three Poms and two 
Arctic Skuas (22nd), with two Long-tailed Skuas 
there (26th). A Wood Warbler was at South 
Walney NR (3rd), with a Hooded Crow and a 
Short-eared Owl (5th) - the Hoodie remained 
around, as did the long-staying Scaup, and there 
were 12 Velvet Scoters offshore (12th). A drake 
Garganey was at Newbiggin (6th). A Hooded 
Crow was at Rusland Valley (6th), with one at 
Fouleny Island (9th). South Walney NR had a 
Firecrest (7th-8th) and two Black Terns past. A 
male Dotterel was at the summit of Orton Scar 
(9th). A Wood Sandpiper was at Longtown (9th). 
A Manx Shearwater was found dead next to the 
A66 at Stainton (9th). Twelve Dotterel were at 
Great End (12th). A Wood Sandpiper was at 
Ulverston (17th). An Osprey was at Campfield 
Marsh RSPB (18th). An Osprey was at Tindale 
Tarn (23rd). A Spoonbill was at Campfield Marsh 
RSPB (26th). A Spoonbill was at Bowness-on- 
Solway (29th). Three immature Little Gulls were 
at Hodbarrow RSPB (30th). 


GREATER MANCHESTER 


HIGHLIGHTS: Two Black-necked Grebes 
remained on Heaton Park Reservoir (to 3rd), 
with two on High Rid Reservoir (5th-18th). Two 
Wood Sandpipers were at Chat Moss (7th). A 


Quail (19th-24th), Hen Harrier (19th-31st) and 
Curlew Sandpiper (24th) were at Little Woolden 
Moss. A Curlew Sandpiper was at Audenshaw 
Reservoirs (25th). 

ELTON RESERVOIR: There were three Black 
Terns (9th-10th), two Arctic Terns, a total of five 
Wheatears (1st-12th), a White Wagtail (9th) and 
Little Egret. 

PENNINGTON FLASH: Thirty Black Terns 
passed through (8th-11th). There was a Common 
Scoter (1st), Garganey (1st-12th), 13 Arctic Terns 
(3rd), Grey Plovers (8th and 14th), a Sanderling 
(7th), Ringed Plover (2nd), Avocet (12th), Hobby 
(9th-10th), a Spotted Flycatcher (27th) and two 
Cuckoos. 

M ERSEY VALLEY: A Little Egret flew over Jack 
Lane (2nd). A Hobby was over Hough End (8th). 
Three Ring-necked Parakeets were at Chorlton 
Ees. Two Wheatears and three Ringed Plovers 
were on Carrington Moss. 

OTHER SITES: A Pied Flycatcher was in Hale 
Barns (20th). Two Garganeys and five Sanderling 
were on Little Woolden Moss (23rd-24th). A 
Scaup was on High Rid Reservoir (1st-3rd), with 
three Arctic Terns (3rd) and four Black Terns 
(8th). Audenshaw Reservoirs logged Arctic Terns 
(4th and 8th), two Grey Plovers, 12 Knot, a 
Bar-tailed Godwit, Sanderling and eight Black 
Terns (8th), three more Grey Plovers (14th) and 
four more Sanderling (15th-31st). 

Four Black Terns were at Heaton Park 
Reservoir (8th-10th). A Turnstone was on 
Castleshaw Reservoirs (9th). A Sanderling was at 
Hollingworth Lake (17th), with a Little Gull there 
(24th). A Garganey was on Rumworth Lodge 
(23rd), plus a Marsh Harrier (13th), Whimbrel 
(17th), Grasshopper Warbler and Wheatear. 

Dr Paul Brewster (01606 590 491) 


NORTH LANCASHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: An Iberian Chiffchaff was at 
Pilling Lane Ends (from 18th). Seawatching from 
the Stone Jetty and Heysham (10th) produced a 
Roseate Tern, 65 Black Terns, a record 19 Arctic 
Skuas, and 2,910 Arctic Terns, with a further 54 
heading up the Lune. There were two Puffins 
(16th), a Black Guillemot (18th) and two 
Black-throated Divers (27th). A Temminck s Stint 
was at Aldcliffe (14th). A Honey Buzzard flew 
over Leighton Moss (22nd), with a Spoonbill 
there (10th-19th) and a Cattle Egret towards the 
month’s end. Swallows were especially scarce. 

HEYSHAM BIRD OBSERVATORY: A dreadful 
month for landbirds was ‘highlighted’ by four 
Lesser Whitethroats (1st). There were 70 Manx 
Shearwaters (27th), 42 Gannets (27th), eight 
Pomarine Skuas, a Great Skua (2nd), 146 
Kittiwakes (11th), 600 Common Scoters (18th), 

12 Common Terns (10th), a Fulmar (27th) and 
the usual numbers of Sandwich Terns and 
Red-throated Divers. 

There was a Hobby (10th), and three 
Whinchats plus 40 Wheatears (8th). No young 
Rock Pipits survived the inclement weather. 

LEIGHTON MOSS: There was a Whinchat (1st). 
More Garganeys arrived. A Bittern engaged in 
regular feeding flights. There were four active 
Marsh Harrier nests. Two Hawfinches were 
reported. There was a Wood Warbler (4th). 
Breeding-plumaged Spotted Redshank and Ruff 
were among the many Black-tailed Godwits. 
There was a Wood Sandpiper (4th), with two 
(6th). Six Black Terns and a Little Gull were seen 
(10th). Hobbies were reported twice. 


OTHER SITES: A Curlew Sandpiper and Arctic 
Skua were at Cockersands and a Yellow Wagtail 
at Aldcliffe (10th). Seven Avocets and four 
Common Terns were at Conder Pool. A 
Whooper Swan remained in the Lune Valley. 
Jon Carter and Pete Marsh 


NORTH EAST 


H i g h I i g h ts ln association with 

Rare BircMlert 

East Yorkshire had 
some exceptional 
rarities during May. 

Top of the list was a male Brown 
Shrike at Great Cowden (llth), 
while, on the same day, a female 
Collared Flycatcher was at 
Easington. The Baikal Teal relocated 
to Kilnsea and Fdornsea Mere in the 
last week of the month. 


LINCOLNSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: Lincolnshire’s first Iberian 
Chiffchaff was at Gibraltar Point (7th-10th). A 
Broad-billed Sandpiper was at Frampton Marsh 
(19th-20th). Golden Orioles were at Frampton 
(18th) and Gibraltar Point (23rd). Gibraltar Point 
had Red-rumped Swallows (24th, 27th & 29th) 
and a Kentish Plover (14th). Cattle Egrets were at 
Deeping Lakes (to 5th) and Rimac (15th-19th). A 
Wryneck was at Anderby Creek (16th). The 
Long-billed Dowitcher at Frampton finally 
departed (1st). 

FRAMPTON MARSH: Garganeys and Turtle 
Doves were reported all month. There was a 
Short-eared Owl (1st), Wood Sandpiper 
(3rd-18th), Black Terns (9th-12th), two 
Temminck’s Stints (17th-27th), three Little Stints, 
a Curlew Sandpiper (from 17th), Little Gull and 
Firecrest (19th), Black-necked Grebes, and a 
Spoonbill (30th). 

GIBRALTAR POINT: Highlights included three 
Garganeys, three Tree Pipits, two Great White 
Egrets, two Spoonbills, two Ring Ouzels, eight 
Pied Flycatchers, four Firecrests, two 
Bramblings, nine Cuckoos, six Redstarts, two 
Cranes, three Serins, two Turtle Doves, a Spotted 
Redshank, Wood Sandpiper, Whinchat, Red Kite, 
Hen Harrier, Spotted Flycatcher, Short-eared 
Owl, Blue-headed Wagtail, Nightjar, Wood 
Warbler, Crossbill, Black Tern, Curlew Sandpiper, 
Little Gull, Woodlark, Hooded Crow, Montagu’s 
Harrier, Little Stint, Yellow-legged Gull, Black 
Redstart and Temminck’s Stint. 

OTHER SITES: A Red-necked Phalarope was at 
Middlemarsh Farm (4th-5th). A Montagu’s 
Harrier was at Alkborough (1st and 5th). Black 
Terns included 15 at Covenham Reservoir (8th), 
14 at Whisby (8th), and eight at Baston Pits (7th). 
Baston Pits also had 14 Arctic Tern (5th), a Wood 
Sandpiper (1st), Knot, Sanderling and Grey 
Plover. 

Whisby had a Sanderling (1st-2nd), Knot (8th), 
two Garganeys (27th) and Nightingales all month. 
A Yellow-legged Gull (6th) and Whooper Swan 
(4th) were at Trent Port. Seven Whooper Swans 
were at Witham Mouth (23rd). There were 73 
Whimbrels at Sandilands GC (5th). 

Josh Hedley 


EAST YORKSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Brown Shrike was at Cowden 
(11th). A Baikal Teal was at Hornsea Mere (from 
24th). A Black Kite flew over High Eske (18th). A 
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GRAHAM CATLEY MIKEWEEDON 


UK BIRD SIGHTINGS FEBRUARY 


Montagu s Harrier, 
Alkborough Flats, 
North Lincolnshire, 
May 




Cattle Egret frequented Tophill Low (from 26th). 
A Temminck s Stint was at North Cave Wetlands 
(24th-26th). Blacktoft Sands had a Spoonbill 
(8th), and a Temminck s Stint plus four 
Spoonbills (14th). A Montagu s Harrier was there 
intermittently. 

FLAMBOROUGH: There were two Arctic 
Skuas (3rd), three Great Northern Divers, two 
Long-tailed Ducks and three Velvet Scoters 
(5th), and a Woodchat Shrike (7th). A Hawfinch 
and three Wrynecks arrived (10th). There was a 
Glaucous Gull (11th), two Garganeys (13th), two 
Bluethroats (17th), a Common Rosefinch (18th), 
Osprey (26th) and a Grey-headed Wagtail 
(27th). Six Great Northern Divers (28th) and two 
‘Blue Fulmars (30th) were offshore. 

HORNSEA MERE: There was a Garganey 
(3rd), three Little Egrets (6th), a Wood 
Sandpiper (16th), two more Garganeys (21st), a 
Mediterranean Gull (26th) and Honey Buzzard 
(27th). 

SPURN: A Great Reed Warbler was ringed at 
the Warren (10th). A female flycatcher at 
Easington Cemetery (11th) was generally 
thought to be a Collared Flycatcher. Kilnsea 
Wetlands held a Baikal Teal (23rd), four 


Spoonbills, three Curlew Sandpipers, four Little 
Stints and a Temminck s Stint. A Green-winged 
Teal was at Holderness Field (7th-9th). Two 
Cranes flew south (13th), as did a Cattle Egret 
(14th). The Humber held 1,100 Grey Plovers 
(13th) and 190 Brent Geese including two 
pale-bellied birds. A Dotterel at Long Bank (18th) 
was joined by another (21st). 

The first of three Montagus Harriers passed 
through (9th), as did two Honey Buzzards (27th). 
A Red-footed Falcon was around Holderness 
Field (22nd). There was a Wryneck (10th), with 
two (11th), along with a Golden Oriole, 64 Willow 
Warblers and 28 Wheatears. Swallow passage 
peaked at 1,329, including two Red-rumped 
Swallows. Another Golden Oriole and a 
Nightingale were seen (20th). Serins were in 
Kilnsea and Easington. 

OTHER SITES: A Golden Oriole was at 
Holme-on-Spalding-Moor in the first week. Two 
Dotterel were at Sunk Island (2nd). Two 
Garganeys were at Leven Carrs (6th) and two at 
North Cave Wetlands (10th). A Crane flew over 
High Eske (12th). Two Spoonbills flew through 
Grimston (15th), as did a Honey Buzzard (27th). 
A Red-breasted Flycatcher was at Bempton 
Cliffs (16th), with a Great White Egret there 
(18th). A Water Pipit was at Tunstall (18th). A 


Rose-coloured Starling lingered in Driffield 
(from 28th). 

Ian Marshall (01482 627446) and John Hewitt 
(07952295060) 


WEST YORKSHIRE 


AIRE VALLEY: Bird of the month (and the year 
so far) was a Fulmar that dropped in at the Main 
Lake but continued straight back out again 
(28th). There is only one previous record back in 
1976. Up to three Egyptian Geese were seen on 
four days. The male Red-crested Pochard took 
up residence (25th-31st), wandering up to 
Skelton Lake on one day. A Spoonbill was on the 
Eastern Reed bed (24th). Ospreys passed 
through on four days. Sanderling was the most 
regular wader with one or two on six days, with 
Turnstone (up to four), Wood Sandpiper (up to 
two), Ruff (up to three) and Whimbrel (singles 
only) each on four days. Black-tailed Godwits 
dropped in on three days, Greenshank on two 
days, Grey Plover and Bar-tailed Godwit on one 
day and single Grey Plover and Knot stayed for 
two days each. A Mediterranean Gull was on the 
Eastern Reedbed (2nd). A first-winter Little Gull 
was present (13th-14th) with a different 
individual also seen (18th-23rd). A Little Tern 
spent a few hours at the Main Lake (17th), with a 
few Black Terns (8th-11th) there and one 
(12th-21st). 

BRADFORD: An Avocet at Thornton Moor 
Reservoir (4th) was only the second Bradford 
Area record, the last one being in 1996. A Lesser 
Whitethroat was at Hollins Hill (2nd). A 
Garganey was at Redcar Tarn (11th). Ospreys 
were at Lindley Wood Reservoir (28th) and 
Embsay Reservoir (31st). Warley Moor Reservoir 
logged a total of five Sanderling, a Greenshank 
(11th), Whimbrel (11th), Ruff (14th) and Little 
Ringed Plover (16th). Maxima of 48 Dunlin, 22 
Common Sandpipers and 13 Ringed Plovers 
were exceptional. 

Four Turnstones and a Sanderling were at 
Leeshaw Reservoir (8th). Wood Warblers were at 
St Ives (7th), Shipley Glen (7th), Cottingley (9th) 
and Hebers Ghyll (28th). A Grasshopper Warbler 
was at Baildon Moor (11th). Spotted Flycatchers 
were at Hazlewood (18th) and Bolton Abbey 
(28th). Pied Flycatchers were at Strid Woods, with 
another at Low Wood (21st). A Tree Pipit was at 
Stainburn Forrest (27th). 

Chris King (Bradford OG), Paul Morris 


SCOTLAND 


Highlights In association with 

An incredible 

month reached its ^ Mf t 
peak on 30th with 
the discovery of a 
Great Knot at Skaw, Unst, 
Shetland. This followed an 
American Bittern at Lock 
Stiapavat, Lewis, Outer Hebrides 
(10th to 12th); there were a handful 
of Collared Flycatchers in the 
Northern Isles. 


ARGYLL 


ISLAY: There were 52 Whimbrels at Gartbreck 
(3rd), a Dotterel at Borichill Mor (5th), Wood 
Warbler at Foreland (8th), a late Fieldfare on 
Jura (9th), a Little Stint at Killinallan (10th) and 
Glaucous Gull at Machir Bay (12th). Loch 
Gruinart held a Garganey, Ruff, Spotted 
Flycatcher and Marsh Harrier. Two Ospreys were 
near Loch Gorm. There were 19 Common 
Scoters and a Velvet Scoter on Loch Indaal. Six 
Cuckoos were at Bolsay (19th). 

There were 17 Choughs at Kilchoman. A 
Crossbill was at Laggan (29th). Three Great 
Skuas were at Ardnave (30th). Wheatears with 
young were at Kintra. There were multiple records 
of Corncrakes, Golden Eagles, White-tailed 
Eagles and Hen Harriers. 

TIREE: A Gull-billed Tern was at Loch a Phuill 
(17th) and Loch Riaghain (20th-27th). A 
Red-backed Shrike was at Balephuil (21st), with a 
Wood Warbler there (5th). The two Ring-necked 
Ducks remained at Loch Bhasapol (to 2nd). A 
Garganey was at Kilmoluaig and Loch a Phuill 
(16th). A Little Egret was at Loch a Phuill 
(8th-17th) with perhaps the same at Baugh 
(28th). Loch a Phuill held a Little Gull (29th) and 
Yellow Wagtail (8th-10th). A Black Redstart was 
at Balemartine. White-tailed Eagles were at Ben 
Hynish, Milton and Hough. 

Island scarcities included a Curlew Sandpiper, 
five Dotterel, three Whinchats, a Garden Warbler, 
eight Common Redpolls, a Lesser Redpoll, two 
Canada Geese, four pairs of Gadwall, three pairs 
of Wigeon, a Goldeneye, Sandwich Tern, 13 
Woodpigeons, seven Cuckoos, 18 White 
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Deeping Lakes LWT, 
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Wagtails, 16 House Martins, a late Redwing, a 
potential breeding pair of Dunnocks, a record 23 
Whitethroats, 18 Blackcaps, four Chiffchaffs, nine 
Goldcrests, 14 Spotted Flycatchers, two 
Chaffinches and four Goldfinches. 

Wader maxima included 420 Dunlin, 180 
Ringed Plovers, 340 Sanderling, 150 Whimbrel, 
33 Black-tailed Godwits, 11 Golden Plovers, a 
Grey Plover, two Greenshanks and 14 Knot 
(15th-30th). Great Northern Divers were 
widespread around the coast. Pink-footed Geese 
were at Barrapol and Ruaig, with a pale-bellied 
Brent Goose at Gott Bay (3rd). Five Whooper 
Swans lingered. There were 150 calling 
Corncrakes. 

Phill Catton (www.islaybirds.blogspot.com) and 
John Bowler 


CENTRAL REGION 


HIGHLIGHTS: ASpoonbill was at Skinflats 
Pools (8th). A Little Ringed Plover was at the 
head of LochTay (15th). 

CLACKMANNANSHIRE: Four Grasshopper 
Warblers were at Kennet Pans (15th). A 
Mandarin was at Dollar (21st). 

FALKIRK DISTRICT: Two Swifts flew over 
Larbert (3rd). 

KINNEIL: There was a Whimbrel, 400 
Black-tailed Godwits, seven Knot and ten Dunlin 
(17th). 

POWFOULIS: A Little Egret, four Ringed 
Plovers and two Turnstones were at the tidal 
exchange (12th). 

SKINFLATS POOLS: The Garganey was still 
present (15th). There was a Whimbrel, 145 
Black-tailed Godwits and a Knot (17th), with a 
Pintail and five Pochards (21st). 

STIRLING DISTRICT: The first Swift was over 
Dunblane (2nd). Two Cuckoos, two Tree Pipits, 
two Garden Warblers and a Wood Warbler were 
at the Blackwater Marshes (2nd), when a Ring 
Ouzel was above Botaurnie in Glen Lochay. 
Three Ptarmigan and two Ring Ouzels were on 
Meall Ghaordaidh, Glen Lochay (14th). A Ringed 
Plover, two Dunlin and a Whimbrel were at the 
head of Loch Tay (18th), when a Hooded Crow 
was in Bridge of Allan. 

NeilBielby 


DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY 


HIGHLIGHTS: Arctic and Pomarine Skuas, 
three Common Terns, two Eiders, 14 Sandwich 
Terns, ten Gannets, Common Scoters, Kittiwakes 
and Scaup were off Southerness (1st). A 
Garganey was at Caerlaverock, a Little Egret on 
the Threave Estate and a Little Ringed Plover on 
the River Nith. Garden, Grasshopper, Sedge and 
Willow Warblers, Cuckoo, Redpoll, Pied and 
Spotted Flycatchers, Tree Pipits, Whitethroat 
and Blackcap were at Wood of Cree. 

OTHER SITES: The South coasts logged 18 
Whimbrels, Sandwich Terns, Scaup, Guillemot, 
Red-throated Diver, Bar-tailed Godwit, four 
Black-tailed Godwits, Red-breasted Merganser, 
Ringed Plovers, Dunlin, Greylag, Curlews and 
Oystercatchers. Great Spotted Woodpecker, 
Buzzard and Chiffchaff were at Carstramon 
Wood. Oystercatchers, Mute Swans and 
Grasshopper Warblers were at Arbigland. A Grey 
Wagtail was at Kirkhouse Fishery. Siskins, 
Yellowhammers were at Mainsriddle. 

Pam Woods (DumfriesandGallowaybirding@ 
yahoogroups.com) 


Slavonian Grebe, 
Highlands, Scotland, 
19 May 



LOTHIAN 


HIGHLIGHTS: April’s American White-winged 
Scoter, plus the two pairs of Surf Scoters, 
remained off-shore at Musselburgh until the 
middle of the month. A probable Black-headed 
Wagtail (feldegg) was seen at Musselburgh 
scrapes (3rd). A Spotted Sandpiper at Skateraw 
(4th-7th) and a male Bluethroat, which was 
briefly joined by a female, at Barns Ness 
(18th-19th), both showed very well. Two 
Red-necked Phalaropes were seen briefly at 
Tyninghame (14th). 

ABERLADY AREA: The bay held a Little Egret 
(until the 3rd), 74 Black-tailed Godwits (15th) and 
two Whimbrels (17th). Two Lesser Whitethroats 
sang at Gullane Bents (9th). A Little Tern flew 
past Gullane Point (26th). A Cuckoo and a 
Redstart were seen (27th). 

BARNS NESS AREA: A drake Garganey 
(1st-2nd) and drake Pochard (10th) were at 
White Sands Quarry. The immature Glaucous 
Gull was seen again at Skateraw (1st), which also 
featured 34 Barnacle Geese (2nd), a Hooded 
Crow (5th) and a Manx Shearwater (11th). A 
Grey-headed Wagtail (thunbergii) joined the 
regular Yellow Wagtails at the Skateraw/Torness 
midden (2nd). A Wood Sandpiper (15th), Wood 
Warbler (18th-19th) and Short-eared Owl (19th) 
were at Barns Ness. A female Pied Flycatcher 
was at Torness (18th). An immature Iceland Gull 
was seen at the Dry Burn (19th). 

MUSSELBURGH AREA: The scrapes featured 
a Little Ringed Plover (6th), a drake Garganey 
(lOth-llth), 82 Black-tailed Godwits (15th), two 
more drake Garganeys and three Wood 
Sandpipers (16th-19th) and a Ruff (17th). A 
Red-necked Grebe was off-shore (15th) and 
three broods of Goosanders were at the 
Eskmouth (25th). 

TYNINGHAME AREA: A female Scaup was in 
Tyninghame Bay all month, as well as 30-plus 
Whimbrel (5th), a Pintail (14th), a female Marsh 
Harrier (19th) and six Barnacle Geese (31st). 
Scoughall featured a Bonxie and 28 Arctic Terns 
(both 4th) and an Osprey (19th). Two Little Terns 
were at Belhaven Bay (10th) and Reed Warbler 
sang at Seafield Pond (from 11th). A Curlew 
Sandpiper was at JMCP (16th) and a taiga Bean 
Goose was noted from Lochhouses (19th). 

OTHER SITES: A Dotterel was on top of 
Carnethy Hill in the Pentlands (1st). Two singing 
Redstarts and two Ravens were at Woodhall 
Dean (6th) where a Spotted Flycatcher was also 
seen (11th). A Wood Warbler sang near Dalmeny 
(10th). A Quail sang near Waughton (11th) with a 
nocturnal migrating bird over Longniddry (21st). 
Two Black-throated Divers and two Scaup were 
off Ferny Ness (11th). A female Pied Flycatcher 


was seen near Humbie (12th). A Red Kite drifted 
south over Faseny Bridge (24th). 

Jim Nicholson 


OUTER HEBRIDES 


HIGHLIGHTS: An American Bittern was at 
Loch Stiapabhat, Lewis (10th-12th). A Purple 
Heron was at Loch an Ali, Bolnabodach, Barra 
(16th-27th). An Iberian Chiffchaff was at 
Langass, North Uist (30th). A Snowy Owl was 
twice reported from St. Kilda. A Bearded Tit at 
Balgarva, South Uist was the first record for the 
Outer Hebrides (19th). 

OTHER SITES: Ten Garganeys were reported. 
Four Surf Scoters were in the Sound of Taransay 
(1st). Ospreys (from 15th) were in Lewis, North 
Uist, South Uist and Barra, with one lingering at 
Loch Druidibeg. Cranes were at Stornoway 
(10th), and Habost and Clachan Farm (11th). 
Dotterel included seven at Balranald (9th), with 
four (to 18th), four on the Range (8th), five at 
Hosta (12th) and one at the Butt of Lewis (16th). 

Two Curlew Sandpipers were on Baleshare 
(9th-11th), with a Little Stint at Balranald (14th). 
Skua passage included 23 Pomarine Skuas and 15 
Long-tailed Skuas past Aird an Runair (19th), with 
five Pomarine Skuas and 250 Long-tailed Skuas 
there (26th). A Turtle Dove was in Barvas 
(24th-25th). Four Tree Pipits and a couple of 
Yellow Wagtails were seen. 

A Bluethroat was at Glen (29th). A Golden 
Oriole was at Brevig, Barra (21st). Four Wood 
Warblers were seen, with one lingering in 
Stornoway. Hawfinches were at South Glendale 
and on Barra (10th), with others on Barra (15th) 
and in Lochmaddy (21st). A Little Bunting was at 
Eoligarry (6th-7th). 

Steve Duffield (www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk) 


PERTH AND KINROSS 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Hoopoe was in a Walnut 
Grove garden, Perth (7th-10th). There were still 
300 Pinkfeet at Blackford (5th) and 24 at 
Carsebreck (13th). Shelducks included 40 at 
Carsebreck (13th) and 55 at Kingston (14th). 
Fourteen Black Grouse were at Clunie (10th) and 
a Ptarmigan at Ben Chonzie (25th). Four Little 
Egrets were at Loch Leven, with two Black-tailed 
Godwits there (5th). Two Little Ringed Plovers 
were at a regular breeding site. 

Two Dotterel were at Ben Alder (16th). 
Whimbrels included three at Loch Leven 
(5th-6th) and one at Haugh of Kercock (6th). A 
Common Tern was at Dunkeld (9th). Cuckoos 
were at over 30 locations, including four at Glen 
Almond (3rd). A Barn Owl was at Inchture (7th). 
The first Swifts arrived in Crieff (2nd), with 50 
at the Hermitage, Dunkeld (22nd). Green 
Woodpeckers were at Portmoak Moss (10th), 
Dupplin Loch (21st and 27th) and 
Auchterarder (27th). 

An impressive 500 House Martins were at 


Loch Leven (15th). The first Spotted Flycatcher 
was at Findowie (15th) and Pied Flycatcher at 
Glen Turret (2nd). Twite were at Ben Lawers (1st), 
Glen Turret (11th) and Little Glenshee (24th). 
Scott Paterson (pkrecorder@the-soc.org.uk) 


TAYSIDE 


HIGHLIGHTS: Glen Prosen held two Cuckoos 
(2nd), when Glen Calley held two Tree Pipits, a 
Redstart, two Stonechats, two Ravens, four 
Buzzards and two Wheatears. A Ruff visited 
Loch of Kinnordy (2nd), with three Spotted 
Crakes there (30th). Murton Reserve, Forfar 
held two Green Sandpipers (2nd), a Little 
Ringed Plover, Common Sandpiper and 
Chiffchaff (5th), two Little Ringed Plovers and a 
Sedge Warbler (19th) and two Garden Warblers 
(16th). 

Whimbrels were at Kinnaber (6th) and 
Victoria Park, Arbroath (27th). Arbroath Coastal 
Path had a Great Skua (6th), plus three 
Whimbrels, two Cuckoos, a Redstart and Grey 
Wagtail (9th). Glen Esk held Redstarts, Tree 
Pipits, three Woodcocks, Black Grouse, a 
Common Sandpiper, Cuckoo, Stock Dove, 
Wheatear, Red Kite, Ring Ouzel and Spotted 
Flycatcher. A Mandarin and Lesser Whitethroat 
were at the mouth of the North Esk (9th). Prosen 
Church had a Spotted Flycatcher. 

A Short-eared Owl was on Barry Buddon 
(11th). Two Swifts were over Barnhill (12th). Two 
Yellow Wagtails were at Carnoustie GC (12th), 
with another near Elliot GC (18th). A Hoopoe was 
at St Cyrus (13th). Twenty-three Manx 
Shearwaters, three Puffins and 14 Red-throated 
Divers flew north (16th). A Little Stint was at East 
Haven (18th). Four Ospreys were at Loch of 
Balgavies (19th). 

MONTROSE BASIN: The WeBS count (5th) 
recorded three Cormorants, a Little Egret, two 
Herons, 78 Mute Swans, 572 Pinkfeet, 137 
Shelducks, 15 Wigeon, 27 Teal, two Gadwall, five 
Scaup, 1,430 Eiders, three Red-breasted 
Mergansers, three Pintails, 210 Oystercatchers, 
44 Black-tailed Godwits, 81 Curlews, 15 
Redshanks, a Greenshank, 125 Black-headed 
Gulls, 33 Common Gulls, 39 Herring Gulls, three 
Great Black-backed Gulls, an Osprey and 
Barnacle Goose. Seven Whooper Swans were on 
the Lurgies (27th). 

OTHER SITES: Seven Black-tailed Godwits, a 
Ruff and a Common Sandpiper were at Loch of 
Kinnordy (3rd), with two Barnacle Geese (28th). 
Two Long-tailed Ducks were in Carnoustie Bay 
(4th). Barry Buddon (4th) held two Mute Swans, 
four Grey Herons, two pairs of Oystercatchers, 
Teal, a Wheatear, four Swallows and two Sand 
Martins. Clatto Reservoir (23rd) held Swallows, 
Lesser Black-backed Gulls and Tufted Ducks. A 
Great Spotted Woodpecker was in Camper 
Down Park (24th). 

Bob McCurley H3 


Bob McCurley 

It is with great sadness 
that we record the 
passing on 2 June of 
Bob McCurley, 
long-time U KBS 
correspondent for 
Tayside, and a founder 
member and chairman of the Angus 
and Dundee Bird Club.Our thoughts 
are with his family and friends. 

For a full obituary, see: 
www.birdwatching.co.uk 
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Finally, whilst we try to ensure accuracy of your material when 
we publish it, we cannot promise to do so. 

We do not accept any responsibility for any loss or damage, 
however caused, resulting from use of the material as 
described in this paragraph. 
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INTERVIEW 



A quick chat with... 

Katrina van Grouw, author 
of The Unfeathered Bird 
and Unnatural Selection 


What first sparked your interest 
in birdwatching, and when? 

It goes back as far as I can 
remember, though it was a 
generic fascination with 
birds before it became an 
interest in birdwatching. 

Who was your birdwatching 
inspiration or mentor? 

No-one really, though my mum 
enjoyed birds and encouraged 
me. It was tricky starting out 
identifying birds as a kid on 
my own. I remember seeing 
my first Linnets when I was 
really young and thinking they 
were Red-backed Shrikes, 
because the colours fitted the 
same description! 

Do you bird alone or with 
a friend? 

Alone, mostly. 

Your dream bird to see? 

King Bird of Paradise is high on 
the list. As is Long-wattled 
Umbrellabird. I really want to 
see Hoatzin, too. And Torrent 
Duck. And Standard-winged 
Nightjar, though I’d settle for 
Pennant-winged. So many 
birds... so little time. 


Bittern or Crane? 

Both. Can I have both? 

Favourite bird song or call? 

You can’t beat the sound 
of a few thousand auks 
and Kittiwakes. 

Birdwatching’s biggest myth 
or misconception? 

That birds are not dinosaurs. 
They are. 

The best bird you’ve seen? 

I hate that expression. 

They’re all good. It depends 
on the moment. 

Identifying gulls - nightmare 
or a nice day out? 

Life’s too short. But gulls are 
cool just to enjoy. 

Your favourite bird joke? 

I don’t know any! 

How do we encourage young 
people to watch birds? 

Don’t force them. Let it come 
naturally. Remember that 
appreciating birds is more 
important than becoming a 
birdwatcher. Bird feeders help. 


Wood Warbler or 
Pied Flycatcher? 

Pied Flycatcher. 

The one place you’d love to 

go birdwatching? 

Believe it or not. I’ve been 
birding all over the world, 
but I’ve still never been to 
Spain! Must do that. 

One birding or 
conservation issue you feel 
strongly about? 

Global population. There 
are just too many people in 
the world. 

The bird that annoys you most? 

The one that you can hear 
clearly but can’t see because it 
never comes out of the foliage. 

The bogey bird that still 
eludes you? 

Black Woodpecker. 

The bird book you’d never 

be without? 

My battered old copy of 
Peterson’s Field Guide to the 
Birds of Britain & Europe. It 
lives in our ‘best books’ 



bookcase now. My mum bought 
it for me when I was 11 and 
wrote inside the front cover: 

“I hope you have many more 
hours’ birdwatching and enjoy 
them all.” 

I did; and I still do. 

Why do you love birdwatching, 
in three words? 

Birds are awesome. 

One piece of advice for birders 
taking part in our 
#My200BirdYear challenge? 

It’s not all about numbers. 


About Katrina 


Your favourite birding spot? 

Great memories from so many 
places, but watching raptors in 
the French Pyrenees has to be 
near the top. 

Your classic birder’s lunch, 
grabbed from the petrol 
station shop? 

Actually I really like the very 
cheapest sausages. Eaten raw. 

I know; it’s pretty gross. 

<< YOU CANT 
BEAT THE SOUND 
OF A FEW 
THOUSAND AUKS... 





■ Katrina on Twitter: 
@KatrinavanGrouw 

■ Katrina van Grouw, author and 
illustrator of The Unfeathered Bird 
and Unnatural Selection (both 
published by Princeton University 
Press), inhabits that no-man’s land 
slap bang between art and science. 
She is a well-known bird artist, is 

a qualified (but lapsed) ringer, and a 
former curator of the bird skin 
collections at Tring. After a long and 
varied career on both sides of the 
art/science divide she now devotes 
her time to writing, and 
especially to creating 
illustrated natural science 
books which, for her, 

“tick all creative and 
intellectual boxes," 
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NEW HD & 32MM MODELS 


FRONTIER X SERIES 

AWARD WINNING 

BINOCULARS 



FRONTIERXSERIES 

Adding to the success of the ED range, Frontier X series binoculars are now available 
with HD optics. New 32mm models offer a smaller, lightweight option without optical or 
mechanical compromise. Available in 8x or I Ox magnification in a green or grey finish. 

From £259 



“...these binoculars 
really do rank 
amongst the 
very best that 
I have ever 
come across...” 

FRONTIER ED X 8x42 
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